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AUTHOE'S PEEFACE. 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, where Western life and Western 
culture formerly flourished—first under Roman and afterwards 

under Italian and Hungarian influences—were severed by the Turkish 
Conquest, not only from Europe as a Continent, but from all 

European life. 
Lacking those powers of attraction which Constantinople, Syria, 

and Egypt have always possessed as fields for European "adventure, 

whether in times of peace or in times of war—and which not even 

the rule of Islam could diminish—Bosnia and Herzegovina, in spite 

of their proximity to Italy and the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 

have grown to be almost less known than the remotest districts 

under Mohammedan rule. 

I t is true that students from the Bosnian monasteries frequently 
went to Hungary for purposes of study, and that Bosnian damsons, 
famous throughout the world as "Turkish plums," found a market 
as- distant even as America, but beyond this the only way m 
which the country has for centuries come into contact with the 
rest of Europe has been through' the incessant border wars waged 
against their Christian neighbours, by the Begs and the Agas on 
their own account, even in times of profound peace. 

These being the circumstances, Islam, with its peculiar spirit 
and peculiar customs, has here, so to speak, been preserved in 
- e a t e r and more unbroken purity even than in the very centre 
and focus of the Mohammedan world; on the other hand, however, 
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whilst effectually closing the country against all Western influence, 
it has, at the same time, preserved to it the manners and customs 
of the Middle Ages, with their society and social conditions in full 
activity, so that here is to be seen, on the one hand, a pure, 
unshaken Mohammedanism, and on the other the life of the 
European Middle Ages, brought down to the present day and 
permeating one another. 

In the meantime, as far as the rest of Europe was concerned, 
the land and its people had sunk into total oblivion, and in this 
oblivion was also involved the whole of its stirring historical past, 
at one time closely connected with the great European Reformation. 
Its very presence as a country was unrecognized except by a few 
obscure and isolated travellers' tales told now and again by some 
wanderer who had missed his way within its borders. 

Not until our own day has European interest and the attention 
of the literary and scientific world been again directed to the 
country. Worthy men like Roskievitsh, Thomel, Blau, Strausz, 
Evans, and Laveley have striven to bring them into general notice; 
but the deep oblivion into which these provinces had sunk, the 
startling peculiarities of their life and development, the absence 
of all foreknowledge, and the natural difficulties attendant upon 
their exploration, all made it probable that much still remained to 
be explained—one might almost say, discovered; and the more 
deeply would-be inquirers have penetrated into the country and 
its circumstances the more rich and abundant has its wealth 
appeared, in the realms of the unknown, the astonishing, and the 
marvellous—equally precious, whether viewed from the standpoint 
of the historian, the ethnographer, the man of letters, or the 
politician. 

The favourable circumstances under which I, at that time 
Counsel in the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Office, learnt to know both 
land and people—I for four years accompanied Herr Benjamin 
de Kallay, General Minister of Finance, to whom was entrusted the 
government of Bosnia, on all his travels through the length and 
breadth of the land, and enjoyed opportunities of deriving my facts 
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direct from State documents—have encouraged me to make the 
present attempt to add something to the general knowledge of the 
country, and to throw light upon some points until now obscure. 

Side by side with a description of the monuments and 
memorable events of the past, and the circumstances of the present, 
I have been tempted to offer a picture of that wealth of nature 
which in these two provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina presents 
such a striking contrast, and yet which is withal in both so 
absolutely fascinating in its limitless beauty. 

The leading feature of the Dinarian Alps, the watershed of 
the Adriatic and the Pontus, separates the two provinces. That 
towards the north — Bosnia — is a thickly wooded country, rich 
in mines, and traversed by long, well watered valleys, and a 
mass of hills broken up into many ranges, finally sinking away 
towards the plains of the TJnna and the Save; and which leaves 
an impression on the mind of the sometimes wild and romantic, 
sometimes more homely, beauty of Styria. Herzegovina slopes away 
in a south-westerly direction from the range of mountains, in a 
series of broad terraces, which stretch far away to the north­
west and south-east, and which ultimately descend abruptly into 
the sea. The rocks of the Karst (limestone region), with their 
weird shapes, stand before us bare and desolate, but from the 
Earst there suddenly break waterfalls, springs—nay, even perfect 
streams—and wheresoever these flow there springs forth a luxuriant 
vegetation: fertile tobacco-fields flourish side by side with the 
figtree, the red blossoms of the pomegranate wave to and fro in 
the breeze, and the rice and the olive bear fruit. When lo ! as 
suddenly the earth has again swallowed up the river, which now 
hastens along its subterranean course, far below, in the hollows 
of the mountains, and the enchanted waste of rocks lies once more 
spread out before us. The profound solitude, the virgin-like nature 
of the vast wilderness, are broken here and there by Oriental 
towns, mediasval castles and keeps, and widely scattered, picturesque 
villages, wherein dwell a dignified and proud people, of inflexible 
courage, ever ready for war or song; for never, until the advent 
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of the Austrian Occupation, has the clang of arms been silenced 
here between the Crescent and the Cross, between serfs and masters. 
Begs, Kapetans, Waywodes, Serdars, Glavares, have all fought here 
without let or hindrance, and the whole country still rings with 
songs whose burden is the prowess of ancestors, or the sweetness 
of love. 

In England., the greatest power in the Mohammedan world, 
the past history and present development of these provinces, may 
without doubt count upon an intelligent interest. 

THE AUTHOE. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE BOSNA RAILWAY. 

Reception—The New Bosna Railway—Doboi, Maglai, Vranduk—From Zenitze to Serajevo— 
Travellers' Adventures—National Figures. 

June, 1882. 

THE nearer we approached the Save, the livelier grew the interest in 
the newly appointed Imperial Minister of Finance,* who had been 

nominated to undertake the government of the provinces under Austro-
Hungarian occupation; and as we advanced an interest at first lukewarm 
grew by rapid strides into a real enthusiasm. In Fiinfkirchen we were greeted 
by only a few acquaintances; but by the time we had reached Esseg a vivacious 
little crowd was watching for the procession, and in Vinkovce we were 
welcomed by quite a concourse of people with the notabilities of the town at 
their head, all desirous of seeing Herr von Kallay. 

When we arrived at Ungarisches-Brod, there was only one thing to be 
done : alight from our carriages, and return the greetings of the people. On 
reaching the further side of the Save, we found ourselves on Bosnian soil; 
and Field-Marshal Lieutenant Stranszky, as representative of the governor, 
stood at the head of the deputation sent to welcome us. Here in Bosna-
Brod, however, which cannot number more than some two thousand souls, 
and which can boast of nothing worthy of notice, we remained only for 
a few minutes, and then passed on our way to the Bosna Railway. Instead 
of using the carriages until then running on this line, we entered new ones, 
which are not to be devoted to general traffic until the end of September 
(1882), when the line will have been completed as far as Serajevo. 

Some blasting still remains to be done along the line by Brod-Zenitze 

* In addition to the Austrian and Hungarian Ministers of Finance there is an Imperia 
Minister of Finance, who also governs Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 

before these carriages can lie adopted for general use, otherwise it would 
be dangerous for the guards as they pass along the plank whilst the train is 
in motion ; the new carriages, although the gauge is little more than a metre 
in width, are very comfortable. It was formerly a three-and-a-half days' 
journey from Brod to Serajevo, along almost the identical road by the side 
of the Bosna now traversed by the railway, and even the road was not 
finished making until 1863-64. The construction of this railroad, which was only 
commenced after the Austro-Hungariau occupation, and which will eventually 
extend as far as Serajevo, a distance of two hundred and sixty-nine kilo­

metres, was completed as far as the station of Zenitze in the short period 
of nine months. From Brod, the railroad passes through the Ivansko-Polje, 
part of the Save Plains, and the valley of Ukrina, as far as Dervent, a 
village altogether Mohammedan in character, where we, for the first time, 
beheld the ruins of an ancient Bosnian fortress. From this point the line 
winds along between the central hills of the Yutshija-Brdo and the Krnin-
Planina in a south-easterly direction, towards the course of the Bosna, which 
it touches at the unimportant village of Bukovatz, and then follows almost 
up to its very source. Doboi, the historical fortress, which lies just opposite 
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the mouth of the Spressa, we on this occasion only caught sight of through 

the darkness of the night. 
It was at Maglai, of bloody memory, that day first began to dawn, and 

at Vranduk that we first got a glimpse of the wild and romantic Bosnian 
scenery in all its splendour : the black timber houses, clinging to the rocks 
on the further side of the roaring Bosna, with their ground floors serving 
as stables, and their overhanging upper stories, even in their present ruined 
state, still serving as formidable bastions and bulwarks to the old Turkish 
fortress, the mouse-trap of this gorge, which winds along amidst huge, 
rugged boulders, and mighty arches in the rocks, Nature's handiwork,—a 
true coupe-gorge. 

After the peace of Buda, in 1503, this mountain pass formed the 
boundary between Hungarian and Turkish Bosnia. The pass soon widens out, 
and under the shelter of crag and forest large fields of maize lie spread 
before us; but yet larger tracts of land remain awaiting the cultivator's 
hand. The ground is covered with brambles, and made desolate by devas­
tated woodland. Thus, with only an occasional halt, did we pass on our 
rapid journey, through small and large villages, and romantic, wild scenery, 
where now and then a noisy mill, simple in construction as when first 
introduced by Roman emigrants, represents the industries, and where the 
amount of devastated forest land, and the preponderance of maize over all 
other kinds of agricultural produce, bears witness to the general condition 
of husbandry. Nevertheless, upon the heights vast forests may still be seen, 
and at many of the railway stations great piles of planks bear testimony to~ 
a newly awakened trade. Down in the valleys, however, only a few isolated 
trees, growing between the houses and huts, are visible, and on the site of 
the uprooted woodlands there is as yet scarcely a sign of any new activity. 

Our delight was great as we left the narrow valley through which the 
railroad passes, and having arrived at Zenitze, gone through the formalities 
of the address of welcome, and eaten a light breakfast, we at once left the 
train, to the no small astonishment of the master of the ceremonies, who 
had been prepared for a lengthened stay, or, at the very least, for a short 
rest. From this point onwards, during the whole of our rapid canter, we 
were surrounded by a series of views of soul-stirring grandeur and sublimity 
and magnificent colour, until we reached " Golden " Serajevo, that already 
greeted us from afar, as it lay, in the lap of its mighty hills, crowned with 
its citadels and bastions and a hundred minarets, amidst luxuriant gardens. 
From Zenitze onwards the scenery of the Bosna grows ever more romantic, 
as it rushes along amongst the weird forms of its crags and boulders. To 
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the right and left of us, as the country opens up, it becomes more and 
more cultivated, and many groups of harvesters may be seen hard at work 
gathering in the corn, of which maize no longer forms the chief part. Here 
there is an abundance of rich soil, and many families will grow as wealthy 
as have those who, after the expulsion of the Turks, acquired estates in the 
Temese Banate. 

In front of us, at our sides, behind us, from all the surrounding 
neighbourhood, there swarmed troops of horsemen ("banderiums"). They often 
vanished from our sight, to push forward along some steep, short cut, or moun­
tain track, passable to a Bosnian horse, only to appear again to sight on the 
heights above and far ahead. Mingling in friendly fashion with these troops 
of riders were " p o p s " with their long black beards and robes, and their high 
cylindrical head-dresses, all bold horsemen, such as our own warlike bishops 
were of old ; and grey-haired begs, with huge, wonderfully twisted turbans, 
snow-white or blood-red in hue ; and Christians in light fez caps,—a host of 
keen-featured, warlike, bold, bearded faces, full of manly beauty and energy. 
All were mounted upon small steeds, of undeniable Arabian blood, with 
snorting nostrils; all raised their arms on high in their wide sleeves; and 
all rode with a light seat, in spite of the swinging motion of their arms 
and legs. The population of this neighbourhood is comparatively dense. 
After visiting the Busovatza, known for its iron springs, we went on to Kiseljak, 
where the mineral springs furnish a good acidulation to wine, and thence to 
Blazuj; between these two large posting stations, where, under primitive 
conditions, a distinct air of prosperity was noticeable, there is an almost 
uninterrupted succession of smaller villages, solitary homesteads, and hamlets, 
stretching right up the hillsides to the woods and peaks : hence there was 
no dearth of horsemen. I will spare the reader a description of the official 
receptions and speeches, and will instead tell of a few*quite unexpected 
incidents which were certainly not included in the original programme. 

On one occasion, the first carriage in the procession, containing Herr 
von Kallay and Baron Nicotics, the district governor's new Civil Adlatus, 
and in front of which only three hussars were riding, the first far ahead, 
and both the others at a considerable distance in advance, was suddenly 
surrounded by a great crowd of these warlike Bosnian horsemen ; the second 
carriage, in which rode Field-Marshal Lieutenant Stranszky, had by reason of 
the clouds of dust kept a good way behind. These men, with that freedom 
from constraint—which is one of the greatest charms of the East and of 
Eastern life, though in the West it would be called disorder—were constantly 
coming and going, showing that nothing aggressive was intended. But 
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still, the horsemen, who very possibly did not belong to the " banderiums " 
at all, instead of shouting out the nsnal " Zevio " as they closed in around 
the carriage, cried, " We demand justice, or else we shall be mined!" 
This was a Bosnian way of expressing confidence, which certainly had not 
been prearranged by the authorities. The minister inquired the names of 
the men, which were given by some without any hesitation ; and after these 
had been taken down in writing, and it had been explained to the men 
that the minister would have their grievances inquired into, they quietly 

Catholic Girls. 

withdrew. The divisional magistrate was directed to hear their cases and 
to consider their complaints, but on no account to reproach them because 
they had enriched the programme of proceedings by adding a scene on 
their own account. 

Another petitioner sued in a less noisy but not less Oriental fashion. 
Near Blazuj, close to a lonely, deserted house that still showed traces of 
having received a thick shower of bullets during the progress of the Austrian 
occupation, when twelve Turks defended themselves to the death in it, 
there stood a solitary Bosnian. He saw the approaching procession, the 
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galloping horsemen, the ministerial carriage; but yet stood motionless as 
a statue, and made no salutation. Who shall venture to be the first to 
greet great men ? Yet Herr von Kallay noticed that the man's looks 
betrayed an eager attention, rather than the usual Eastern indifference or 
curiosity ; he noticed, also, that in his hand he held a paper, though he did 
not wave it about, and concluded that he wanted something. The minister 
ordered the carriage to pull up, and beckoned to the man; not till then 
did he greet him and hand him his petition. 

Orthodox Woman. Mohammedan Youth. 

In this neighbourhood, the number of military patrols which we had 
met all along the route—just as in time of war—was far larger than before. 
Presenting arms, they awaited us at regular intervals throughout our drive. 

A few days previously a gang of banditti had shown itself, and an 
attempt had been made at robbery. 

At Blazuj a Bosnian recruit had been told off to act as our coachman. 
These men are very good-looking, and give evidence of their warlike 
ancestry; but ours was not quite reliable, for, when, after the reception at 
Blazuj, we were to have resumed our journey, he did not fall in the procession 
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with sufficient promptness, and therefore suddenly, as if they had sprung out 
of the around, we were upon all sides surrounded by an interminable row of 
vehicles, containing people who had come from Serajevo to meet the minister. 
Then, when one of the officials gave our coachman the order to drive 
ahead, he began to tear along at such a rate, that I remarked to my 
companion, " W e shall soon have overtaken his Excellency, and be the 
first in the procession." I had scarcely put my thoughts into words before 
we had passed the Field-Marshal Lieutenant's carriage; and it was not 
without great difficulty that we at last reached the position assigned to 
us in the procession. 

The country was now steadily opening out as we advanced; the 
Serajevsko-Polje—a rich, fruitful, highly cultivated plain—lay before us, 
surrounded by commanding heights, and watered by the Bosna, though close 
to its source. In the background, where these hills close in again like 
some giant amphitheatre, we caught our first glimpse of " Golden" Serajevo, 
one of the most beautifully situated towns in all the world. 

Villages and homesteads followed closer and closer upon one another, 
and from the hot baths of Iliclshe onwards there was a vast increase in 
the curiosity excited by the procession in the minds of the masses who 
crowded to meet it. 

The people stood in front of the straggling military barracks, heavily 
laden mules, huge waggons driven by Polish Jews, light phaetons for single 
officers, here and there a mounted Jewish merchant, with big spurs and 
a revolver at his side,—all, as they passed along the high road, bore witness 
to the fact that we were approaching a large city. The pathway was fringed 
with people in all possible and impossible costumes ; then even women 
appeared,—ladies in dresses which never have been in fashion, others in 
dresses which have long since been out of fashion. 

In front of half-demolished, bullet-riddled public-houses stood the wives 
and daughters of Polish Jews. The native Spanish Jewesses did not always 
look much more cleanly, but were much more gay in their attire than the 
Polish, and amongst them were a few who were wealthy and refined, and who 
had donned their richest dresses, which in some cases were of real beauty. 

The coquettish fez, the many-coloured dolman, the full, flowery trousers, 
which, with their countless folds, envelop the lower limbs, all lend a beauty 
and charm even to the less beairtiful natives. 

The Mohammedan women conceal everything under a shapeless black 
domino and a white handkerchief, and are, in addition to this, more closely 
veiled than any I have ever seen anywhere else in the East. 
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The Mohammedans of this country are far more strict than any others ; 
perhaps the result of the enthusiastic religious emotions of the Southern 
Slavonic races. They even rose once to defend the Koran against the 
Sultan. The Mohammedan woman of Bosnia strictly obeys the command of 
the Koran, and is so closely veiled, that she can only just draw her breath 
and see to guide her steps along the way ; her very eyes and eyelids are 
concealed; and she hides even her hands under her mantle, and thus moves 
slipshod along the streets in her high-heeled wooden slippers. 

We reached the Bosnian tobacco factory, and soon afterwards the first 
Bosnian tannery, founded by a Jew from Temesvar. Manifold were the 
Hungarian exclamations which struck upon our ears ; they emanated from 
Hungarian Jews, who still spoke nothing but Hungarian to one another, 
and who, in commerce and in the industries, have been the pioneers of 
European progress in the land. 

At last we reached the town, and found ourselves in the very centre of 
the East. The number of newly built modern houses, and houses in the 
course of construction, has not been able as yet to rob Serajevo of its 
character of a Turkish capital. We drove through the long, well-macadamized 
Franz Josef Street, and then further on, up to the ministerial residence, 
through steep and winding and narrow ways, over small, pointed paving-stones, 
surrounded on all sides by the many-coloured, noisy, vivacious street-life of 
an Oriental city. 
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SERAJEVO. 

Evening Walks—Description of the Town. 

IN the evening, after work was over, if a good long walk was not taken 
amongst the mountains to the Bosna's sixty springs, or to the wilderness 

of the Goat's Bridge, or even after some such refreshing ramble, the view 
from our windows over Serajevo was to us, by reason of its true poetry, an 
inexhaustible source of delight during the whole of our sojourn there. What­
ever the point of view, whatever the time of day—in the brilliant sunshine, 
or in a cloudy, damp atmosphere—we always looked out upon a picture 
beautiful in colouring and in form. 

Towards the east, the narrow valley in which the town is situated is 
closed in by a circle of rugged heights ; bastions, citadels, fortifications of 
every description, crown this otherwise bare mountain road, and walls which 
wander up and down bind the four summits together. One can see that 
the fortress was built less as a protection to the town than as a protection 
against the town and its unquiet population, and gradually grew, so to 
speak, from one occasion to another—now through Turkish love of power, 
then through rebellious and powerful begs, who had driven away the 
governor; repaired here, and altered there, without any settled plan, just 
after the Oriental fashion, with something new begun here, there something 
old allowed to fall into decay. Upon one of the hills there rises from the 
midst of a venerable, ruinous bastion, a gigantic barrack already built by us. 
Unfortunately, architecture is only an ornament to a landscape after Nature 
has taken possession of it ; and this is bran new. 

Between the wild fissures and precipices of this background, the mountain 
torrent Miliaska ("the lovely") winds down in broad reaches to cut the 
whole town in two when it gains the valley, flowing then, indeed, at a more 





I 4 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 

moderate pace beneath the nine bridges of Serajevo close between, nay, even 
under the houses, a large number of which stand on piles. 

The houses—mostly huts, it is true—in many places creep right up to the 
fortifications, and intermingle with the shad}' gardens and innumerable Turkish 
burial-grounds, for next to every mosque there always lies a graveyard. 
Again, in other places where the ascent is too steep for houses, they are left 
behind ; and the battered, rain-washed, weather-worn cliffs and ravines, on 
which only here and there a dark green thicket marks the place of a former 
wood, tower bare above them. 

The southern and northern ridges adjoin the fortified heights in the back­
ground, and with them form an amphitheatre open only to the west ; towards 
the heights, and here, the town sends out her outposts of houses and huts ; 
they may be seen everywhere, up and down, in irregular groups, sometimes 
clambering upwards, sometimes lingering behind in scattered battle array, 
now supported, and now repulsed by the manifold changes in the form of 
the land. Here and there a large, white building peeps out in the distance 
like an officer in command, and over them, on the side of the southern 
ridge, high above the lower town, there stands a true general, who has taken 
possession of an important position : upon one of the peaks, separated from 
the main body of the ridge, a white minaret rises from amidst the dark green 
foliage of the trees which entirely clothe the hills. 

And yet the most beautiful view of all is from the provisional ministerial 
residence in Raghib Effendi Tshurtshitsh's house. I t is situated high up 
upon the slope of the northern ridge. It is true that the windows only look 
towards the south and west, so that nothing of the fortress is visible ; but 
towards the south the town lies extended, showing her most beautiful quarter, 
that which contains the fewest modern houses, and the most gardens and tall 
poplar trees. The labyrinth of houses bends back in a gentle bow before us 
to the Miliaska, only to struggle forward again up the slope on its further 
shore up to the dense green forest, above which again tpwer rocky cliffs 
many thousands of feet in height. The great bulk of the houses here are 
not like those " in Europe," governed by circle and line, after the Western 
school ; Oriental freedom reigns, intolerant of all monotony: everything 
is lively, and adds to the endless variety. On the near side of the water, to 
the right, the massive pile of the cathedral belonging to the Greek Church 
is seen; on the further, just facing us, that of the Konaks ; but the real 
enchantment of the picture lies in the minarets, which rise white and slender 
in countless numbers. At the firing of the cannon, which announces the 
setting of the sun, the Muezzins everywhere appear, at a giddy height, in the 
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galleries of these minarets, and call the faithful to prayer, informing believers 
and unbelievers alike, in long-drawn-out, almost plaintive tones, that, " La 
illah' il Allaha, Muhammed rasul Allah ! " The plaintive sounds blend into 
one strange chorus, to which new voices are constantly added. At last all 
is silent; but the galleries of the minarets—it is just the time of Ramazan— 
are suddenly lighted up, and in double or treble circlets of light they shine 
forth into the silent night. 

The deepest silence reigns, for there is no clatter of wheels in an Oriental 
city; and that indefinite murmur which passes out from the living throng 
into space does not disturb the silence, it only makes it to be felt the more. 
Lights appear in the houses by thousands ; coloured lanterns move to and fro 
in the winding alleys. The Mohammedans have fasted throughout the clay, 
and now all are hurrying to the merry feast. 

The twilight has not yet robbed the picture of its colouring, it has only 
deepened it. In the pure dustless air, the dark green of the trees, the white 
of the houses and mosques, stand clearly out; the heavens are dark blue ; but 
the rocks and cliffs of the further hills are gradually beginning to sparkle 
in the trembling silver of the moon. 

Towards the west, far away over the house tops, so various in shape 
and colour, the lofty outlines of the hills, which cut off the fruitful plain of 
the Serajevsko-Polje, thrust themselves before and behind one another like 
the wings of a theatre ; and high above these fantastic shapes, which still 
loom in the distance in the most various tones, the lights gradually shine 
forth in the starry firmament. 

±*W 



CHAPTER II I . 

ROMAN STONES. 

The Town as it is, and the Town as it once was—The Sources of the Bosna—"Ad Matricem"— 
The Primitive Illyrian Inhabitants—Delminium—P. Cornelius Scipio Nasica—The Roman 
Conquest—Tiberius and Germanicus—Roman Administration—Roman Roads—The Tower 
of Livno—Baths, Tombstones, Superscriptions, Mines—The Roman Town—The Tomb­
stones at Ilidshe, Blazuj, Fatnitza, and Gostilj—Roman Art and Barbaric Influence. 

O E R A J E V O , golden " Bosna Seraj," is, as its name implies, a creation of 
^ Turkish times. In the Bosnian Middle Ages, therefore, before the 
Turkish Conquest, there stood, on the site of the present citadel, only a fort. 
True it is, that here, at the natural centre of the country, where the hioh 
roads to the sea, to the Save plains, and to Byzantium meet, there was, even 
before Turkish days, a larger colony ; though here, too—as is the case with 
most cities in this country—we find that the earlier town lay lower down in 
the open plain. These towns were, however, laid so waste during the bloody 
wars, and the general ruin with which the Turkish Conquest was accompanied, 
that at the present day their very sites can only be traced by means of squalid 
villages and meagre ruins. The Christian population, bled almost to death 
by the wars, was driven into slavery, and left the land in shoals ; whilst the 
scanty residue sought a refuge in the impassable forests and mountains, and 
founded hidden, impoverished, far scattered villages of the Rajah, where they 
may still be met with, remote from all arteries of communication. 

The Turkish conquerors did not nestle down in the open districts of the 
old towns, but in the fortresses and citadels, which they for the most part 
found in readiness, but partly also built for themselves, generally in strong-
military positions, on the heights commanding the narrow passes leading to 
the plains. Thus, under the protection of these fortresses, the present towns 
grew into existence : within the walls of the fortifications lay the aristocratic 
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city of the Mohammedans ; without the walls, in scattered groups, the Christian, 
peasant, and gypsy suburbs. Thus does Serajevo, too, slope down from the 
citadel, along the two banks of the Miliaska, to the plains below, between 
the hills on either hand. 

On the further side of this defile stretches the Serajevsko-Polje; and 
just at its opposite western edge, at the foot of gloomy, densely wooded 
Igman, between Ilidshe and Blazuj, lay the former town, just opposite the 
present Serajevo. In the Middle Ages it was still the capital of the country, 

— -as.;*.,v.;' . : . • ; • ; 

Eoman Tower at Livno. 

and had already attained to an important position under the Romans, to 
whom it undoubtedly owed its foundation. Here, at the foot of Igman, the 
Bosna bursts forth from sixty springs, a large river from its very source. 
The shimmer of the water as it glints up from under the trees, the beautiful 
view over the fertile, villa-clad plains and picturesque town, make this spot 
the favourite resort of the inhabitants of Serajevo; and we, too, often sought 
refreshment here after the heat of the day. Scattered all around were small 
huts, but not a vestige of any large ancient town. The Romans themselves, 
however, have left behind sufficient remains, especially in the neighbour-
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hood of this spot, from which to draw the certain conclusion, that one of the 
most important of the Roman towns stood here, at the meeting point of the 
Roman roads. It is probable that the station named "Ad Matricem" on 
the Tabula Peutingeriana * was this town, as the name refers to the source 

of the Bosna. 
The original inhabitants of Bosnia were Illyrians, of identically the same 

stock as the Albanians of to-day. Four hundred years B.C. began the invasion 
of the Celts. In the year 170, after the Romans had already become 
possessed of the coast lying to the south of the Narenta, the Illyrian and 
Celtic races who were settled to the north of this river concluded a powerful 
alliance against the Romans, and were called Delmatians, or Dalmatians, 
after Delminium, the central place belonging to this alliance. Delminium 
was most probably the place now known as Duvno, which during the Middle 
Ages was still mentioned as Dumno and Dlmno. It is, however, possible, 
and Mommsen is of this opinion, that the original town lay nearer to the 
seacoast, and that the name only wandered inland subsequently, as has some­
times been the case. In the year 155, the town of Delminium was stormed by 
P. Cornelius Scipio Nasica. The wars which closed with the conquest of 
the whole of the present Bosnia and Herzegovina lasted until the year 78. 
But the inhabitants frequently rose against their conqueror; and the descrip­
tions of their mode of battle often vividly remind one of the most recent 
insurrections. The mode of warfare obtaining under natural conditions in 
the territories of this wild hill country, seems, apart from alterations in the 
weapons used, to have remained unaltered for centuries. 

The uprising in the year A.D. 6, which alarmed even a man so hardened 
to war as Augustus, is particularly worthy of record. For four years were 
fifteen Roman legions, under Tiberius and Germanicus, compelled to fight; 
but from that time forth the power of the inhabitants was broken. 

Bosnia, with the exception of the Posavina Plains, which were at that 
time considered to be a part of Pannonia, belonged to the Roman province 
of Dalmatia, and accordingly it was not the river Save, but the plains which 

* The Tabida Peutingeriana is the only Roman map of the imperial epoch which has 
come down to us. It takes its name from Conrad Peutinger of Augsburg (1465—1547), in 
whose possession it was in the sixteenth century. It consists of twelve folio sheets of parch­
ment, originally forming one long strip ; and its origin as a map goes back to at least the 
third century of the Christian era, i.e., to the time of Alexander Severus, though this actual 
copy, which is now deposited in the Imperial Library, Vienna, is not older than the thirteenth 
century. — [Tr.J 
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formed the, natural boundary. Strabo knew the Narenta and the Save; Pliny 
knew also the rivers Vaclusus (Unna or Ukrina) and the Urparvus (Vrbas). 
From the station "Ad Bassante" at the month of the Bosna, on the 
Tabula Peutingeriana, it is concluded that the river Bosna was, at the time 
of the Roman invasion, called Bassante, and this name is brought into 
connection with the Sanscrit word " Bhassura," signifying clean. Bosnia, 
as now constituted, belonged to the governmental district of Salona; Herze­
govina to that of Narona. The Illyrian race was split up into families, and 
these again into centurions and decurions. Vestiges of the dominion of Rome 
have been preserved to us to the present day, in the remains of Roman 
military roads, in ruins, in the tower of Livno, the baths of Banialuka and 
Vishegrad, in tombstones, coins, and other antiquities, but chiefly in Roman 
mines and inscriptions. The latter, the collection and publication of 
which is largely due to Mommsen, were discovered chiefly in the neighbour­
hoods of Bihatsh, Brotshno, Liubushki, Serajevo, Rogatitza, Srebernitza, 
Gorazda, Travnik, Livno, Glamotsh, and Kupresh. Near the Bosnian borders, 
but especially in Novi Bazar, at Plevlje and Prepolje, they were particularly 
numerous. From these remains, aided by the Itinerarium Antonini, which 
has come down to us, and the Tabula Peutingeriana, we are enabled to 
indicate the direction and extent of the Roman roads with tolerable 
certainty.* 

Notwithstanding that under the Romans the large towns situated on 
the sea coast were the centres of power, there is no doubt that, with the 
constant development of trade and increased colonization, a powerful nucleus 
must also have been formed in the interior of the country. That this nucleus, 
even at that time, was in the vicinity of the present capital, but at the 
western end of the plain below the Bosna springs, is confirmed by numerous 
facts. The sketch, in the Tabula Peutingeriana, of the distances between, 
and the positions of the several stations, is manifestly very mixed when 
contrasted with modern maps ; but in the heart of the country we find the 
station Ad Matricem indicated by towers as a place of importance. The 

* See accompanying historical map. The inscriptions in Mommsen's great work, Corpus 

Inscriptionum, vol. iii. For Roman topography, Tomaschek, Mittheilungeu der Wiener 

geograph. Ges'ellschaft, vol. xxiii., parts xi. and xii. (1880). On the basis of researches 

for the remains of military roads supplied by Hoernes, Arch. Mpigr. Mitth Wien, 4th 

year, par ts i. and ii. Roman antiquities first published by Neditsh in the South Sclavonic 

Archio., iv. (1857), pp. 142—162, and by Blau in the Berichte of the Berlin Academy, 

Dec. 1866, Nov. 1867, and J u l y 1870. 
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very name points to the source of a considerable river, and has, moreover, 
the same meaning as the name of the mediaeval fortress of Vrchbosna. The 
tablet shows mountains to the south of the town, and upon their south­
western descent the springs of the Narenta. This, as a matter of fact, 
indicates, as Hoernes rightly affirms, the topographical situation of the 
plains of Serajevo, of the Treskavitza Mountains, and of the Narenta. 

The direct road from Narona to Sirmium leads through the Ivan Pass, 
the lowest point in the water-shed, between the Pontus* and the Adriatic 
over the plains of Serajevo ; and, in spite of its not being indicated on the 

Monument at Blafc'uj. Monument at Ilidshe. 

tablets, is marked the whole way, from Narona to Serajevo, with Roman 
remains, at Mostar by ruins, at Passaritsh by carved tombstones. In addition 
to this Roman road, natural thoroughfares lead in all directions from the 
plains of Serajevo, as from their natural centre. The sources of the Bosna 
are at the point which lies nearest the waters of the Drina, Vrbas, and 
Narenta ; here the roads meet which lead to Pannonia and Moesia, and on 
the way from Serajevo, through Rogatitza and Vishegrad to Plevlje, a town 

* Pontns (Black Sea). 
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rich in Roman antiquities, the old Roman military road is everywhere trace­
able by Roman remains. In the neighbourhood of Serajevo itself very few 
Roman antiquities have thus far been found. 

The immense pillar-head, to be seen in the court of the Begova Dz-amia, 
might possibly have been removed thither from its original place during the 
building of the court, when materials for the new edifice were being collected 
from ruins ; but in two Roman sculptures the boundary stones of the Roman 

Roman Sculptures at Gostilj. 

town have also been preserved until now. One of these was discovered by 
Mr Evans, forming part of the wall of an old cistern. There it stands, a 
monument of baffled genius, rough in workmanship, but noble m conception 
The other was taken out of the water of the Bosna at Ilidshe, and inserted 
in the brido-e by order of the well-known Bosnian poet, Fra Grga Martitsh. 
whilst still°vicar of Serajevo (information furnished by Hoernes). This one 
gives evidence of a like but far more cultivated genius. Both are evidently 
tombstones. In their vicinity, near the Miliaska, a well-known votive-tablet 
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was found, which reached Serajevo in the possession of the French consul. 
Roman genii, from the times of the later C;esars, are often found throughout 
the country, but especially in the neighbourhood of Serajevo and on the 
sea coast. All this being taken into consideration, it hardly seems doubtful 
that the Roman capital Ad Matricem lay below the sources of the Bosna 
between Blazuj and Ilidshe. 

Roman Sculptures at Gostilj. 

As a whole, Roman inscriptions—Mommsen has published most of them 
—are far more common in Bosnia than sculptures such as these. At the 
village of Gostilj, near Vishegrad, however, the whole of the surrounding 
district is strewn with Roman stones. Side by side with finely carved cornices 
are human figures, far rougher than those at Serajevo, which clearly date from 
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the times of the last Caesars, when powerful barbaric influences were already 
at work. Some of these constitute the real link with mediieval Bosnian 
sculpture, specimens of which are found throughout the country upon tombstones 
dating from the national epoch. Below are the most interesting, for, to the best 
of my knowledge, they are as yet unknown.* 

Front. Back. 

Right. Left. 

The Gravestones at Tsherin. 

The most cursory comparison will show clearly how much Roman art 
deteriorated, and barbaric influence gained ground, the further they wandered 

* Hoernes, who was sent to Bosnia by the Austrian Minister of Education, for the 

investigation of Roman antiquities, and who, amongst other places, stayed at Vishegrad, 

does not mention these stones ; they seem to have escaped his attention. Beyond the 

bridge, dating from Turkish times, and the older, certainly Roman baths, he only names 



24 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 

from the seashore and penetrated into the interior. How much nearer to 
antique art, for example, is that gravestone upon the plain of Brotshno—between 
Mostar and Liubuchki, near Tsherin, which shows the countenance and knightly 
figure of the dead—with the presentments of Andromeda and Perseus 
(published by Hoernes). Closely allied to this monument, is the tomb, 

in the churchyard of Humatz, of 
" Andamionius," a trooper of the 
first cohort of the Lucenses ; he is 
represented on horseback with his 
buckler.* 

At Travnik, too, several Roman 
monuments were found, which we 
shall consider elsewhere. 

A genius similar to those dis­
covered at Serajevo has been found 
upon one side of a weather-beaten 
cube-shaped stone, which lies to the 
south of Fatnitza at Orachovitze. 
The other sides of this stone, of which 
a sketch is here given for the first 
time, were also ornamented with 

The Memorial Stone at Fatnitza. r. , . , -, 

figures, which are now no longer 
recognizable. I also add a drawing of an urn for ashes, as they are often seen 
in the Roman graves, in company with small blue glass bottles. 

the "Inscription" at Zljeb (Publicationen der Wiener Akademie, vol. xcix., part ii., 
Alterth. d. Herz. ii. d. Midi. Bosn.), and these without having seen them. The adduced 
supposititious cuneiform writing is obviously nothing more than a group of masonic signs 
in an old stone quarry. When dealing with the monuments of the Middle Ages we shall 
return to these. 

* The inscription is published by Hoernes, Arch. Epigr. Mitth., viii., 108. 



V t -

CHAPTER IV. 

THE BOGOMILES. 

Invasion of the Slavs—Formation of States—The £upans—The Masonic Signs at Z l j e b -

The Dervent Inscription—The Bogomile Graves—The Bogomiles and the Reforma­

tion—The Apocryphal and False Books—Pope Jeremiah—Bogomilian Writings of the 

Albigenses—Satan, the First-born of God, Creator of the World—The Bogomiles and 

the Development of the State—The Hungarian Protectorate—Banus Boris—Chlum, 

Comitatus Berec, Rama, Salenes, Usora—Duke Bela and his Ramase Coins—Banus 

Kulin—The Bosnian Heretical Pope—Crusades against the Bogomiles—Ninoslav—Hun­

garian Bans—Kotroman—Bosnian Coins—Stefan Kotromanitsh—The Policy of the Anjous 

—The Croatian Rebellion—The Wars against Czar Dushan—Tvrtko—The Monarchy— 

Tvrtko's Struggles for a South Slavonian Empire—Battle on the Kossova-Polje—What 

Bosnia signified to the Hungarian State—Dabisha, Ostoja—Hervoja—The Bogomiles turn, 

for the first t ime, to the Turks. The Founding of Serajevo—The First Turkish Invasion of 

Hungary due to Bosnia—Tvrtko I I . Tvrtkovitsh—George Brankovitsh and Sandalj of Chlum 

purchase Bosnia from the Sultan—The Council of Basle and the Bogomiles—Hunyady's 

Victory—King Thomas—Stefan, Duke of St. Sava. The Persecuted Bogomiles again 

appeal to the Turks—Fresh Victories by Hunyady—Mathias Corvinus unites Servia to 

Bosnia—Stefan Tomashevitsh—The Fall of the Bosnian Monarchy—The Bogomiles pass 
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EOMAN supremacy was in its turn swallowed up in the invasion of 
the Slavs, after the Goths, who since 493 had ruled in Pannonia and 

Dalmatia, had, in the middle of the sixth century, called in the aid* of the 
leading Slavonic tribes against the Emperor of Byzantium ; and the Byzantine 
Emperor, after the repulse of the Goths, introduced further tribes of Slavs 
into the land to fight against the Avars. 

Only a few townships on the coast of Dalmatia, as it now is, preserved 
their Roman character, and, together with the other Roman towns, became, 
later on, Italian. With these exceptions, the Roman towns and roads rapidly 

Procopius, De. hello Gothico, lib. iii., c. 40. 
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disappeared, as did also the Illyrian aborigines, both Romanized and un-Romamzed. 
The former have upheld themselves elsewhere to this day, as Kutzovlachs or 
Tzintzars ; but within the district of Bosnia and Herzegovina, all traces of 
them were extinguished so rapidly and so completely that even their Slavonic 
name " Vlach," " Blach," lost its original meaning, and so early as in the old 
writings of the Bosnian era only signifies " Shepherd," and later on, during 
the Turkish era, simply stood for Christian peasant, a witness to the circum­
stances in which the invading Slavs found the down-trodden and Romanized 
Illyrian aborigines. 

Nevertheless, in this district not a single memorial has been preserved 
from the first century of the Slavonic colonization. From the sixth century— 
that is to say, from the time when the Slavs had overrun the entire Balkan 
Peninsula, and, especially, had permanently conquered the present territory of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina—until the commencement of the formation of the Bosnian 
State, viz., the eleventh century, all we know is the names of a few 2upanates, 
towns, and perhaps fortresses, and that only from the paltry sketches of 
Byzantine writers, and particularly of Constantine Porphyrogenitus. Of all 
these towns, however, scarcely a heap of stones has come clown to us. In 
a land where the very rudiments of culture were lacking, where no state had 
been formed, and writing was unknown, there was nothing in the soil either 
to cling to or to preserve. 

Not until the ninth century did Cyrill and Methud introduce the art of 
writing, simultaneously with Christianity, which was proclaimed by them when 
upon their long proselytising expedition ; until then the notches, in vogue 
amongst the Slavs, had been exclusively used ; the written language of these 
Apostles, still in use in the Church and known as " old Slavonic," became the 
common mother of the various literary languages of the Slavonic race, the writers 
of the different dialects having always sought to bring it into harmony with the 
modes of speech of their own people. The first impulse towards any national 
development, however—at any rate, in the district with which we have to d e a l -
falls at a still later period than even the introduction of writins\ 

In the seventh century, in the eastern division of the Balkan Peninsula, 
fresh invaders—the Turanian Bulgarians—conquered the clan there established, 
and in the ninth century founded a state of their own. This State became 
Slavonic. This process of development often repeats itself, and especially 
is this the case with a wandering people. The conquerors sank their own 
nationality, but continued to rule as a privileged class. 

Moreover, the name of the conqueror, with but slight alteration, is equiva­
lent to "Master." The whole nation is called " Bulgar; " the ruler is called 
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" Bojar." Thus did the first Slavonic state, the first Slavonic empire, grow into 
existence. Yet not until later, in the tenth century, when this first South 
Slavonic state had collapsed under the revived power of Byzantium, and the 
heads of the tribes of other South Slavonic races, the Zupans and the Kneses, 
who had until then lived under Byzantine over-lordship, began to clamour 
incessantly for their own personal supremacy—not till then did the Ortho­
dox Servians on the one hand, and the Roman Catholic Croatian State on 
the other, rise up as nations from out of the turmoil, which was by this time— 

s 
AU 
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Masonic Signs at Zljeb. 

the age of the great schism in the Church-added to by religious differences. In 
their first elation and struggle, both sought to extend their power over Bosnia. 
The reaction, however, against these attempts, supported by a third great factor 
in the struggle, gave birth to the Bosnian State. The Bosnian Zupans settled 
near the sources of the Bosna, founded the Bosnian Banate, which thenceforth 
always drew towards itself the whole of the provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
raised itself at a later period to the position of a peculiar kind of monarchy 
always preserved its own peculiar national development as opposed to that of 
the neighbouring and allied Servian State, even when this was at the height 
of its power, but followed the example of the Croatians in their subordination 
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to the Hungarian crown, even whilst still owning allegiance to their own 

kings. 
Of this period, thousands upon thousands of records exist of the utmost 

importance in the Ragusan and Venetian Archives, and also in those of the 
Vatican and of Hungary; and who shall say what may lay concealed in the 
jealously guarded bureaux of the Begs ? 

Beyond these, extremely few historical memorials of this period have come 

down to us. 
Occasionally a mediaeval tool or weapon, or—as a great rarity—the coin of 

some Bosnian king, is dug up. Near Vishegrad, at " Zejeb," a group of strange 
signs imbedded in the rocks excite the wonder of the traveller. Many believe 
these signs to be cuneiform writing ; to others, they appear to be inexplicable 
riddles. Those, however, who are acquainted with the masonic signs of the 
Middle Ages will have no doubt that they have to deal with something of 
the same nature here. A closer examination shows that the strictly geometrical 
figures exactly correspond to the "quar te r" which was made use of in the 
masons' marks, chiefly during the transition from the Roman to the Gothic 
style of architecture. In Roman, and later on in Turkish times, important 
buildings were erected in Vishegrad. These stonemasons' signs are a proof that 
the building trade was not at a standstill here during the Middle Ages. 

In a tower at Dervent, during the demolition of the old fortifications, a 
stone was found, whose superscription seems to be undecipherable. 

Not far from Vishegrad, at Dobrunj, there stood the ruins of a mediaeval 
chapel showing traces of frescoes. Now, owing to the munificence of the 
Baroness Fedor Nicolics, this building is restored to its full beauty, and in 
Yaitza, too, a beautiful tower of Roman design still stands. 

Old ruins of castles and monasteries may be seen everywhere ; they are, 
however, possessed of hardly anything of artistic value belonging to that age, 
but show rather the traces of transition during the Turkish epoch. 

Beyond these objects, nothing has been preserved to us from out this era of 
national life lasting several centuries except tombstones, which doubtless were 
originally connected with the traditions of ancient art, but which become more 
and more barbaric, and make ever greater efforts to replace artistic power 
by boundless size, the further they are divided from the sea coast and the 
Roman age. 

The scarcer other monuments are, however, the more powerfully do these 
unique tombstones strike upon and inspire the imagination, and with them the 
whole country seems to be thickly strewn. Alike in impassable forests and 
upon the summits of pathless mountains, they are found. They might be 
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the graves of giants, so overpowering are they in their colossal size and 
simplicity. 

Occasionally, and especially at points which lie near the coast, these tombs 
also show distinct artistic tendencies. They are, however, chiefly flat hewn 
stone blocks six feet in length, three feet in height, and three feet in width. 
Some of them rest upon still larger stone slabs, but more commonly merely 

The Dervent Inscription. 

upon the earth. Sometimes they are found with a primitive bas-relief, a 
sword, some kind of animal, stars, or a crescent by way of decoration, but more 
often than not they are quite smooth, without writing or sign ; occasionally they 
stand alone, but most commonly in groups, always where there is a beautiful 
view, and often on the summit of the highest hill in the neighbourhood. 

Everywhere—close to and far from inhabited districts, in the impenetrable 
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solitude of the primeval forests, in all quarters of the land—these tombs are 
seen, lying there in silence, and strongly appealing to the imagination. 

They are called " Bogomilian graves ; " and that they are the tombs of some 
peculiar sect can hardly be doubted, when it is realized that these gravestones as 
a whole show neither cross nor turban, hence no kind of symbol belonging to 
creeds then in existence, whose communicants, in this country of deep-rooted 
religious life, would most assuredly not have failed to add these signs of 
piety. The half-moon standing by itself means nothing, for it is a pre-Turkish 
symbol which the Turks themselves borrowed from Byzantium, and, bringing 
it thence, scattered over the whole of the Balkan Peninsula, and far beyond its 
borders. This absence of the symbolic signs of the then existing contemporary 
religions is all the more striking, because, in isolated groups of these imposing 
tombs, the Mohammedan Turban-Pillar occurs, and even here and there a stone 
cross: the cross is distinctly the more uncommon of the two, therefore so are 
Catholic or Orthodox graves, a sign that for some reason the Mohammedans 
had more in common with those who rest beneath these huge stones than the 
Christians had. 

Who and what were these Bogomiles ? 
An interesting question. For it will be seen that the Bogomilian principle 

was, as it were, the principle of Bosnian history. This is the axis around 
which everything revolves; so much so is this the case, that everything not 
connected with it is limited to rivalry for personal power. This is true to 
such an extent, that it may be affirmed that the Bogomiles founded the 
Bosnian state, and also that it was through the Bogomiles that it was destroyed. 
The question is a weighty one. Of great importance with regard to Bosnia, 
inasmuch as the Bogomiles, and rightly, called their religion the Bosnian 
religion; of great importance with regard to the kingdom of Hungary, inas­
much as the Bogomilian age and the period of Hungarian supremacy are 
synonymous, and the sect plays a leading part in all the Bosnian enterprises 
of the Arpads, Anjous, and Hunyadys. Finally, the Roman Church and 
Hungary lost Bosnia, because they would not tolerate the Bogomiles. 

Furthermore the question is a weighty one from the wider standpoint 
of European history. The assertion of Mr. A. J. Evans,* an English traveller, 
that the Bogomiles were Protestants, and that Bosnia was a Protestant state 
long before the Reformation, is obviously an exaggeration, which openly serves 
the purpose of awakening an interest for these countries in Protestant 

* Evans, Through Bosnia and the Herzegovina on Foot during the Insurrection (Sec 
Ed. London : 1877.̂  
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England. Especially would the spirit of that modern Protestantism itself— 
which regards free inquiry and criticism as its first principle, and which can 
in this matter appeal to the great writers of the Reformation: Hutten, Erasmus 
of Rotterdam, and Melanchthon—be the most earnest in protesting against 
being classed with the blind faith of the Bogomilian camp, and to which the 
Church itself has displayed the very spirit of criticism. Certain it is, however, 
that just as between the earliest sects—and especially those in the first 
centuries of Christianity known as Manichasans— and the Bogomiles there 
existed an organic connection, so there also existed some between the Bogomiles 
and the Reformation in Western Europe; and there is no doubt that the 
Bogomile Church of Bosnia gave a powerful impetus to the Reformation in 
Western Europe. Even though not identical with it, yet in a certain sense 
it was the parent of it. 

In history, as in nature, nothing has a sudden beginning—even that 
which appears to be the newest has had a long past; one needs to know only 
how to search for and follow it up. How little that is new, and how much 
tha t is old, does he who is conversant with the past find in the most recent 
events ; as in nature so in history, nothing really new can be discovered; 
tha t which we call new is at most only a new combination of old elements. 
Countless agents were at work in Western Europe, which led up to the 
Reformation; but unquestionably, in the process of ripening, the fructifying, 
creative seed fell from the Bogomilian Church. 

The Bogomiles are far removed from Erasmus and Melanchthon, even 
from Calvin and Luther; in one word, from all which, in the Reformation, 
more or less represents criticism and free inquiry. On the other hand, they 
stand very near to the prophets, John of Leyden, the Albigenses, the 
WTaldenses, the Hussites; in short, to those elements which in the Reforma­
tion form the reactionary party against the reigning Church, and who devoted 
themselves to a return to primitive Christianity, with its zealous faith and 
its simplicity. The Anabaptists, Albigenses, Savonarola, and Huss all appear 
equally as parts of the darkly groping movement of that Reformation which, 
later on, through the faith and energy of Calvin and Luther, through the 
knowledge of German and Dutch writers, and through the Swedish sword, 
attained to its full meaning. He who stands at a distance recognizes the 
differences best; he who stands near sees the connecting links. The Popes 
beheld the same religious and political opponents in the Bogomiles and 
Albigenses; Mathias Hunyady in the Bogomiles and Hussites. 

The rise of the Bogomile sect under the Southern Slavs occurred 

simultaneously with the introduction of Christianity, and may be traced back 
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to three causes. The heathen traditions and the apocryphal books had called 
forth the inclination ; Armenian Manichasans gave the inciting impulse; and 
the spread of the sect was promoted by the excrescences of the Byzantine 
Church itself and of its followers. 

Pious stories and writings were in circulation side by side with the 
sacred books of the Old Testament even amongst the Jews, and similar 
stories rapidly arose amongst the early Christians side by side with the 
New Testament. The Church did not really recognize these, though she 
tolerated some as pious traditions or legends ; the larger number she how­
ever sternly rejected, and declared to be apocryphal or condemned outright, 
because it was from just such disputed points as these in writings of like-
nature that the first differences of opinion and false teachings arose. These 
apocryphal, uncanonical books at once appeared in Hebrew and Arabic, and later-
on in Greek, gradually gathering to themselves a lot of myths and a great 
deal of poetry conceived in the spirit and language of the people, and were 
circulated amongst the people in Greek and Latin translations simultaneously 
with Christianity, in some cases even before the organized Church was in a 
position to oppose them. 

Amongst other races, too, as soon as they accepted Christianity, other 
books were produced in addition to these, assimilating the old heathen 
traditions, and reflecting the national modes of thought, thus gaming great 
popularity. Just the same thing happened with the Southern Slavs, but 
principally with the Bulgarians, who were the first amongst the Slavs to 
attain to a higher spiritual life. The historians of Slavonic literature first 
became acquainted with these " apocryphal books" (loznja knigi) from old 
Russian manuscripts, and it is upon them that the numerous sects of the 
Russian Church are founded. The South Slavonic origin of these Russian 
manuscripts is beyond question, as is also the fact that the Russians have 
received all their earliest ecclesiastical writings—nay, even the old Slavonic 
ecclesiastical language itself—from Bulgaria. Such Russian manuscripts 
as are known go back to the twelfth century; and the older they are, 
the more distinctly do they show the forms of the old Bulgarian literature. 
Moreover, upon this point the most recent investigations have put an end to 
all doubt, as the missing original manuscripts have been discovered amongst 
the Bulgarians and Servians, and additional documents are constantly being 
found.* In Russia itself there are still traces of the origin of these books, 

* See Pypin and Spasovitsh, on Russian Work relating to Slavonic Literature, vol. i.„ 
part ii. 
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for the Russians describe incredible things as "Bulgarian fables." The 
oldest known Index of the Russian Church, dating from the fourteenth 
century, directly names a Bulgarian pop as the author of a large part of 
these condemned writings. 

It is a historical fact, that the Byzantine emperors in the eighth 
century stationed Armenian mercenaries in Thracia, who belonged to the 
Manichtean sect of the Paulicians, for the protection of the northern boundaries 
of the kingdom. 

The Armenians who stood in intimate relations with the Bulgarians, and 

Bogomilian Tombs at Travnik. 

Czar Boris, soon after his conversion to Christianity, complained to the Pope 
that Armenians preached in the land. They, together with the " apocryphal 
books," could gain a hearing all the more readily from the fact that both 
had points in common with the old heathen traditions ; but, apart from this,, 
th'ey were in closer sympathy with the national spirit than the Byzantine 
Church was, with her stiff parade and her barren divinity ; they were exactly 
informed upon every point upon which the Church and her canons kept 
silence ; they knew a cure for every evil ; they took the imagination of the 
people captive, and gladly gave themselves up to astrology, magic charms,, 
and spells against sickness and every ill of life. 
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The more energetically the power of the Church and of the State rose up 
against them, the more did they fall back upon the predilection of the people, 
making use of their complaints and discontents against those in power. 

Thus did the Bulgarian heresy pave the way for ever increasing diffi­
culties in the Orthodox Church. Finally, under Czar Peter, there appeared a 
priest named Bogumil, who was probably identical with the " Bulgarian priest 
Jeremias," and who gave his name to the whole movement and organization. 
He set up to be an apostle, preached with great effect, and soon Czar 
Samuel's son and daughter-in-law were both numbered amongst his followers. 

The Byzantine ecclesiastical writers, as well as Kosmas, the Bulgarian 
presbyter and ecclesiastical writer, always mention this Bogumil, the Indices 
Jeremias. Only one Index of the sixteenth century mentions both. I t 
is, however, difficult to believe that these names are intended to indicate 
two different persons, for ecclesiastical writers would certainly not have 
passed over Jeremias in silence, if he had not, in their opinion, been identical 
with Bogumil ; an Index of 1608, moreover, refers to this identity, inasmuch 
as it says of Jeremias that he was "Bogu ne mil"—not beloved of God. 
Most probably Jeremias added to his own foreign-sounding name the charac­
teristic Slavonian nickname of Bogumil, and under this name became popular 
with the Slavs. 

In conclusion, we must mention that in 1873 Jagitsh discovered an old 
Bulgarian manuscript, which he believed to be one of Jeremias' spurious 
productions. This opinion was fully confirmed in 1875, when Andrej Popov 
discovered the same document under another title in a Novgorod Parchment 
Codex, in which Jeremias was expressly named as the author. The Russian 
Indices also call this Jeremias a great master of witchcraft, who dwelt in 
the lower regions, "Net Verziulove KoluZ This subterranean Verziul-cycle 
was an enigma to Russian scholars. Jagitsh explained it satisfactorily from 
the Servian legend, according to which the wizards, witches, and graban-
ziashes absolve twelve schools, and not until the thirteenth are taken up 
into the Vrzino Kolo. 

The South Slavonic «grabanziaah" is a corruption of the word « necro 
mancy;" and the Verziul Kolo is the Vergilian (Virgilian) Cycle. The 
Middle Ages knew Virgil far better as a sorcerer than as a poet; even 
Dante looked upon him in this light. 
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In the Russian Indices there is, amongst others, a spurious book, The 
Questions of the Theologian John, to Christ, on Mount Tabor. A four­
teenth-century manuscript of this exists. The Apostle John enjoyed especial 
honour amongst the Bogomiles, and the same apocryphal work was one of 
the most treasured writings of the Albigenses. The complete Latin text was 
first published in Paris, in the year 1691, by the Dominican Benoist, in his 
Histoire des Albigeois. The Latin manuscript bears the superscription : " Hoc 
est secretum Hcereticorum de concoresio portatum de Bulgaria a Nazario, 
suo episcopo, plenum erroribusZ This Latin text is far more complete than 
the Slavonic MS., and thus, in a curious way, the most perfect Bogomilian 
record has been transmitted through the Reformation of the West. The 
whole writing teaches the dualism between the good and bad principle which 
the Bogomiles had borrowed from the Manichasans. 

The earth was not created by God, but by Satan, who before his fall 
was called Satanael, and to whom God had lent power for seven days. 
After the creation of the visible world, Satan formed a human figure, and 
commanded the angel of the third heaven to enter therein; then he created 
a female form, and ordered the angel of the second heaven to enter in 
" et prcecepit opus carnale facere in corporibus luteis," etc. It is on this 
account that the stricter Bogomiles held wedded life to be a distinct sin ; and 
similar doctrines still prevail amongst the Russian Skoptzi.* Furthermore, 
the whole of the Old Testament is a work of the devil, who befooled the 
patriarchs, inasmuch as he gave himself out to be God, until Christ came to 
free mankind from the dominion of the evil one. 

We can form a fairly accurate estimate of the religious doctrines of the 
Bogomiles through the remains of their own writings, and that which their 
•opponent Kosmas has written about them. Kosmas is the sole old-Bulgarian 
author whose writings have been preserved from the time of the Czar 
Samuel, and the Russian historian Hilferding has, in his works on Servia 
and Bulgaria, published copious extracts from them. 

Thus, all evil, and above all, the whole visible world, has its origin in 
Satan, for from God can emanate nothing which is not good and perfect. 
But above this visible world there is an invisible and perfect one, and God 
is incessantly fighting with the devil to save mankind for this invisible 
world. Some were of opinion—for amongst the Bogomiles, too, there were 
various views, some strict, and others more lax—that Satanael was the first-

* A name signifying " eunuchs," given to a Russian sect of the Bezpopoftschin Dissenters, 
and derived from their practice of self-mutilation, which they supposed to be warranted by 
.Scripture (Matt. xix. 12).—[TB.] 
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born son of God Himself, Christ only his younger brother. Christ, too, did 
not walk the earth in human shape, but only as a phantom ; Mary was 

an angel. 
The worship of the Virgin Mary, the Old Testament, and Baptism were 

entirely rejected by many, and were regarded by all as secondary matters ; 
baptism on the ground that the water too proceeds from the evil one. The 
solemn admission of the adults followed upon touching the Gospel of St. 
John. The cross was rejected by all. Wherefore should man honour that 
wherewith God had been dishonoured? They also rejected all pictures and 
images of the saints ; and this fact is borne witness to by the severe sim­
plicity of their tombstones. That in the reaction against the hollow pomp 
and formality of the Byzantine Church, the Bogomiles also rejected eccle­
siastical ceremonies and the hierarchy, is a matter of course. They called 
the priests of the Church "blind Pharisees." At the Holy Communion, 
which they at most permitted to serve as a remembrance, they did not 
believe in the presence of the body of Christ, but only simple bread. The 
belief in the evil nature of matter with them, as with others, led to deep-
seated asceticism. The strict purity of their lives, too, is acknowledged 
by their opponents, even though described as hypocrisy. Herein, however, 
lay their conquering power as opposed to the Church and the hierarchy, upon 
whose voluptuousness the poorer population looked askance. 

The strict doctrinarians regarded, and consequently rejected, marriage and 
the enjoyment of wine and meat as a direct temptation of the devil. These 
austere believers were held in great respect by the others. In Bosnia they 
called themselves " dobri Bosniani" (good Bosnians), " serziteli" (elect), and 
it would seem that they replaced the priesthood amongst the Bogomiles. 
They preached, too, against bearing arms, and against war, which, however, 
did not hinder the Bogomiles from defending their faith with the sword, any 
more than the doctrine against marriage acted as a preventive further than 
that the Bogomile only took his wife conditionally, and could forsake her 
again if he did not find her to be God-fearing and virtuous. Their marriage 
consequently was, as the Popes complained, no indissoluble sacrament. Every 
Bogomile, however, strove, at least on his death-bed, to be admitted through 
some special act of consecration amongst the elect, who also abstained from 
marriage in order, as such, to gain heaven. The religious superiors were 
chosen from the ranks of the elect; the " e lde r s " and the "teachers," who 
are also described here and there in writings which are not Bogomilian, 
as Bogomilian bishops and priests. Their houses of prayer had neither tower 
nor bell,—the latter they called the devil's trumpet ; they despised all 
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ornament, and tolerated only a table covered -with a white cloth, and the 
Gospel, in the house of God. 

Finally, Kosmas brings the further charge against the Bogomiles : that 
they taught disobedience to authority, insulted the rich, hated the Fathers, 
dishonoured the aged, abused the Bojars, declared obedience to the Czar 
to be a sin, and forbad subordinates to serve their masters. Clearly Kosmas 
intended to represent the danger of these heretics emphatically. 

He might easily have discovered the ground of all these complaints in 
the war against the power of the State and the Church to which the Bogomiles 
were forced ; but certainly also in the communistic and democratic traditions 
of brotherhood and equality, which emanated from primitive Christianity, 
and also from the primeval clays of the Slavonic people itself. In opposition 
to the demands of practical life the religious doctrines had, however, been 
everywhere, and at all periods, tolerant; and it is proved beyond doubt by 
the character of the Bosnian State, and by its whole history, that the 
Bogomiles themselves, whatever may have been the doctrines they accepted, 
were always prepared to acknowledge the State regulations and the hierarchy, 
together with the other demands of practical life, so soon as the State should 
rest upon them and should support them. 

As already mentioned, in the tenth century the Croatians and Servians 
made the first transient attempts at founding states in those vast Southern 
Slavonic provinces, which at that time and later were in Venetian and 
Bagusau documents described only as Slavonia, and upon which, since the 
settlement of the Slavs, a few isolated, independent clans had dwelt without 
any State organization, nominally under the suzerainty of Byzantium, but as 
a matter of fact only under their chiefs the Zupans. The Croatians and 
Servians now endeavoured to extend their power over those provinces lying 
between them, namely, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Servian State belonged 
to the Orthodox Greek Church; the Croatian to the Roman Catholic. 
The more the Bogomiles felt themselves to be either cramped or persecuted 
in the older kingdom of Bulgaria, and in the new and struggling political 
life of Servia and Croatia, the more did they naturally turn to the races who 
retained their independence, amongst whom they felt more at home, not 
only on account of their more primitive conditions of society, but also 
because the Bogomile doctrines would spread with greater facility amongst 
the heathen usages and traditions prevalent there. It cannot, therefore, be 
a matter of surprise that the neighbouring conquerors here met with double 
resistance; political opposition, the tribal struggles for independence, and 
the Zupans were all added to the resistance of the Bogomile creed. This 
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collective, closely allied opposition it was which proclaimed the Bosnian 
State, the valley of the Upper Bosna, from its central position in the middle 
of the whole province, serving as the point of consolidation. 

It is in keeping with these circumstances, that up to the tenth century 
we have hardly any information relating to this province. Constantine 
Porphyrogenitus was the first to mention these Zupanates in his work De 
Administrando Imperio. According to him, little "Bosona" was a de­
pendency of Servia, but yet a small detached country situated on the 
Upper Bosna, whose Roman name, " Basante," spoken with the Slavonic 
accent, had clearly been transferred to the race which had settled there, 
and to the whole district. He only knew of two fortresses which Ratshki 
and Shaffarik sought for in the vicinity of the present villages of Kotor 
and Teshanj ; near the first the traces of old ruins have, in fact, been found. 
Just at the very time at which Bosnia is first mentioned, the Hungarians 
appeared there, and, moreover, as friends of the Bosnian race, for later on 
the Bosnian chieftain fled to Hungary. According to a chronicle not over 
trustworthy in other respects, believed by the Croatian historian Ratshki to 
have been compiled at Antivari by the Presbyter of Dioclea * at the commence­
ment of the twelfth century, a Hungarian " princeps" Kiis penetrated 
into Bosnia as far as the Drina with his fleet troopers. True it is, that the 
Hungarian leader fell; but the Servian prince Tsheslav, who pursued the 
Hungarians as far as Syrmium, lost his life here also, and after his death 
his land too was laid waste, so that Bosnia again became, quite independent. 

But, according to the same chronicle, the Croatian king Kreshimir 
pursued the Bosnian prince, whom the chronicles already call by the title 
of Ban, who took refuge with the Hungarians. The newly created Croatian 
State was, however, just as little able to maintain itself as the first Servian 
principality had been. Towards the close of the tenth century, Basil I I . 
" Bulgaroktonos," Emperor of Byzantium, undertook to again restore the 
Byzantine dominion to the whole Balkan peninsula. His successors followed 
his example. A like clanger threatened the Croatians from the Venetians. 
Both Byzantium, which always looked upon the Croatian princes as merely 
Byzantine consuls, as well as Venice, put forward claims to Dalmatia 
and Croatia, and repeatedly substantiated them by force of arms. The 
Croatians, incapable of maintaining their new kingdom, sought and 
found shelter under the crown of Hungary, and at " Biograd primorski," 
now known as Zara Vecchia, in the year 1102 crowned Kino- Koloman of 

First published by Lucius : De Regno Dalmatian et Croatia, lib. sex. (Amst. : 1676.) 
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i n Hungary as their king too. A document of the year 1135 is the first 
which the Hungarian king Bela II . calls himself, "Dei gracia Hmigarie, 
Dalmatie, Croatie Rameque rex;" since which Hungarian statesmen have 
always identified Rama with Bosnia. There is, however, nothing to show 
that the district through which the river Rama runs had at an earlier 
date than this formed part of the dominions of the Bosnian Bans, as was 
afterwards really the case. 

The Hungarians may have won it from the Byzantines. Furthermore, 
it is probable that the Bosnian Zupans did also on this occasion seek 
shelter from the Hungarian crown, as we have previously seen, and that 
the Hungarian kings put forward claims upon this protectorate also, for later 
on King Bela II . created his son Ladislans Duke of Bosnia, although Bosnia 
was subsequently governed by native Bans. Ban Boris, who, as the Russian 
writer Vasiljevsky has recently shown,* has by some historians been unjustly 
mistaken for King Koloman's illegitimate son, was the first of these Bans 
to be mentioned by name in contemporary historical records.! 

As early as the year 1150, a Hungarian army advanced through Bosnia 
against the Byzantines. In a fresh campaign in 1154, Ban Boris followed the 
Hungarian king with his army against the Emperor Emanuel. In the War 
of Succession, which followed upon the death of Bela II . in the year 1161, Ban 

* From history of Byzantium. Slavonic Collections, St. Petersburg, ii. (1877), pp. 265—277-

t Klaitsh, the Croatian historian of Bosnia, who in his important work is the first to 

make use of the most recent discoveries, but who through his national partiality is often 

led into error, thinks that the Bosnian Zupans take the title of Banus from the Croatians, 

and from this concludes that Bosnia belonged to Croatia, because, as he says, amongst all 

the Southern Slavonians the Croatians alone had Bans. But wherefore? The word " B a n ' ' 

has no sort of connection with the Slavonic " Pan," and the Slavonic Philologists themselves 

do not believe it to be a Slavonic, but an Avaric word ; and through the Avars it has 

probably been nationalized in the whole of the South, but only in the south of Hungary, 

where the Ban signifies the Hungarian "March io , " and where amongst the Szeklers of 

Transylvania was the Rhabon-Ban, then in its geographical connection the Ban of Severin, 

of Lugos and Krasso, of Mascd, of Slavonia, Croatia, Bosnia, etc. I t was probably first 

introduced into Croatia by the Hungarian rule, and then into Bosnia. The supplementary 

fables of the Presbyter of Dioclea must not weigh much. Ban Boris is also called by 

contemporary Greeks Exarch, and it is very doubtful whether any Zupan of Vrhbosna ever 

bore the title of Ban before him, even though all the Bosnian historians, down to the most 

recent, enumerate a whole series of Bans, and give their history. These histories of the 

Bans Zelimir, Kreshimir, Legeth (perhaps from the Gr. Logothet), and Vukmir rest exclusively 

upon the fables of the Presbyter of Dioclea, which have been enlarged upon by Orbini of 

Ragusa and others, according to their own fancies. All this can lay claim to no historical 

value, as not a single historical voucher can be discovered of these mythical Bans. 



4 o BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 

Boris is at first found amongst the followers of Ladislaus II . , the sometime 
Duke of Bosnia, and after his death in the year 1163 amongst the followers of 
Stefan IV., and in the same year in Gran as one of the " Lords of the Standard."* 
In this year, however, Stefan IV. suffered a defeat, and was forced to fly, and 
Stefan I I I . sent his general, Godfroed, against Boris, who, as Simon Kezafs 
chronicle states, was also defeated. His name does not appear again. This 
Boris was, as were most likely his predecessors, a Bogomile. At any rate, the 
Ragusan historians state that he quarrelled with Ragusa, on account of the 
persecution of the Bosnian Catholics.! 

Boris was an energetic man, and under him Bosnia attained to nearly her 
present boundaries. Kynamos, the Emperor Emanuel's historiographer, and the 
Presbyter of Dioclea both indicate the Drina and the Borovaglava Mountains 
adjacent to what is now Livno as the eastern and western boundaries of Bosnia. 
Ragusan chroniclers relate that, during the dispute which had arisen between 
Boris and their town, he also waged war against the Grand-Zupan % of Rascia 
upon religious grounds, and took from him the province of " H u m . " This 
province is now Herzegovina, and has from that time been in unbroken con­
nection with Bosnia. Constantine Porphyrogenitus knew of it as an independent 
Zupanate, whose prince called himself " Dux Chulmorum," and whose 
territory reached from Ragusa to the mouth of the Narenta, but which 
inland extended as far as the Upper Narenta. Its inhabitants Constan­
tine calls " Zachlumoj," which he rightly translates to mean " living at the 
back of the mountains. The country itself appears later on as Zachlumije, 
Chlum, Chlumska Zemlja ; and according to still later developments of lan­
guage as Chum, Hum, in Latin records as Chelmo, in Hungarian as " Halom-
folde ; " for the Latin collis, the French colline, the German kulm, the Slavonic 
chlum, and the Hungarian halom, is all one of the same word. 

Tkaltshitsh, Mon. hist, episc. Zagrabiensis, i., p . 3. 

t Ljubitsh, Opis jugoslavenskih novaea, 181. 

X The Zupan, just like the Knez, is in mediaeval Latin records sometimes called dux, some­

times princeps, sometimes comes. The original meaning of both titles is chieftain, and the circle 

of powerful nobles who served them was a very mixed one. Even now a Russian prince 

is called Knez, like a Bosnian village judge ; and a Wallachian village magistrate is called 

"Kin jez . " I t is the same with these titles as it is with the Turkish and Arabic ; for the 

Bey, Beg, and Emir is sometimes a prince, sometimes only a man of good birth. Zupans 

and Knez were chieftains : favourable circumstances sometimes made them dukes ; unfavourable 

ones, village magistrates. From the Slavonic word Zupah is derived the Hungarian designation 

ispdn, manager; from veliki 'iupdn, grand-zupan, the Hungarian word foispdn, the German 

Obergespan, head of the county. The Hungarian ispdn was a Comes too, and was sometimes a 

very great lord, yet sometimes only a simple steward. 
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Boris seized the Zupan ate of Boratz, from the Servian province, whereby he 
reached the banks of the Drina. The fortress of Boratz stood on the site of what 
is now Vlasenitza, which the Turks still call Bertshe, that being also the 
present name of the plain in that place. The Hungarian name is Berecz, in 
the Hungarian State papers " comitatus Berez." Boris may have received the 
province of Rama from the Hungarians, as a reward for his faithful military 
service ; and it is probable that he received even more than this at their hands, 
namely, Usora and the Salt District. Usora forms a part of the Posavina, 
the district of the Lower Bosna, extending from Zeptshe to the Save. Its name 
is derived from the Usora river : Usora, Usura, Vxora, Voscora. In the 
Hungarian documents it appears under the name of Vozora. The Salt District 
is that situated on the banks of the Spressa, between the Bosna and the Drina. 
Constantine mentions it as belonging to Servia under the name of Salenes, 
together with the large town of the same name. The town of Tuzla now stands 

Moneta Bele Regis E. 

here, and " Tuz " also in Turkish means salt. Any doubt upon this point is all 
the less tenable, from the fact that this district, from the Adriatic to the Pontus, 
is the only one where rock-salt is found. The Latin documents write, " Soli; " 
the Hungarian, " Sou," " Sow." 

Klaitsh believes that Banus Boris received Usora as well as the salt district 
as a gift from the Hungarian kings. I t is a fact, that the Hungarians in the 
ninth century also wrenched the district lying on the further side of the Save 
from the Byzantians at the same time as they took Syrmia ; that Usora and the 
Salt District were in the possession of the Bosnian Ban, then held by the 
successors to Ban Boris ; that Boris's services had been of such a nature as 
to make such gifts appear to be jus t ; and that the Hungarian kings eventually 
disposed of these comitats quite independently of the Bosnian Banus. 

Shortly after the death of Ban Boris, and in consequence of the peace 
concluded with the Emperor Emanuel, all the provinces on the further side 
of the Save, together with Syrmia, passed over to Duke Bela, the younger 
brother of Stefan III . , who lived at Constantinople under Emanuel's protection. 

At this time the Emperor Emanuel styled himself: " Manuel in Christo 
Deo fidelis Rex, Porphyrogenitm, Romanorum Imperator, Piissimus, Semper 
Sebastus, Augustus . . • Dalmaticus, Ungaricus, Bosthnicus, Serncus." . . . Yet 
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lie permitted Duke Bela to have coins stamped in Constantinople, as King of 

Rama.* 
The death of the great emperor in the year 1180 was the beginning of the 

end of this situation, and especially to the power of the Byzantine Empire. 
The historical facts which are known show that the relations of Bosnia to 

the Hungarian crown since the accession of Bela II . had been cemented. In 
these relations, Bosnia sought and found in the Hungarian crown protection 
against the aggressions of Byzantium Servia and Ragusa; it followed the 
Hungarian king in times of war ; it was represented at the Imperial Diet through 
its Banus; it gained in these relations the protection of its national independence 
and freedom in the exercise of its religion, and it thereby increased its domain. 
The Hungarian kings bore the title of King of Rama, and endowed their sons 
with the title of Duke of Bosnia ; but the country itself they governed through 
native Bans. Apart from disputed successions, nothing occurred to ruffle 
these peaceful relations, and historical sources refer to no disturbances of any 
kind. Now, however, there follows a new era. 

Whilst the Hungarian kings had thus far refrained from attacking the 
religious practices of the Bosnians, zealous kings now ascended the throne, 
who accepted their Apostolic vocation seriously, and who on political grounds, 
too, became ardent allies of the Roman Popes, whilst at the head of the Catholic 
Church there followed one another in long succession those great Popes who 
were filled with thoughts of a universal dominion. The persecution of the 
Bogomiles, and a long period of religious strife, with comparatively brief 

* Kynamos mentions that the Emperor Emanuel in 1162, whilst Bela I I I . was in 

Constantinople, surrendered to him the right of succession to Bosnia, and that Bela at this 

time had coins stamped in Constantinople as King of Rama. And there exists an extremely 

rare coin with the superscription: " Moneta Bele Regis R." Rupp {Num. Hung., p. 79) 

describes them as follows : Moneta Bele Regis R. (Uteris styli orient.) inter periferiam tenuioris 

granulaturce, et similem circulum, in medio crux e binis ac binis cecquilatoris infinenodosis, et totam 

numi arcam occupantibus perticis composita, in cuius centro inter nodosa ceque pertiearum 

segmenta globulus, in angidis vera crucis quatuor literce T continentur. In aversa in circulo 

fasciato versus medium numi sito exhibetur species crucis cequilatera-, cuius stipes extremitates 

habet oblique bifariatas nodosasque, brachia vera in folia gemina semicirculis similia 2Jroducuntur ,• 

sparsis in area sex globuUs." I have given a drawing of this coin taken from the only specimen 

in the National Museum at Pesth, as Erdi , Rupp, and Ljubitsh are inclined to regard it as the 

Ramaese coin of Bela III . , struck in Constantinople. The great rarity of the coin itself, the 

Oriental character of the writing, the letter R, all support this view. I n opposition to 

this, it is urged in the Hungarian National Museum that the type of coin points rather 

to Bela IV. But,, from the circumstance that it was stamped in Constantinople, it is clear 

that its type preceded the moneys struck in Hungary. Fur thermore , the R after Regis might 
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interruptions, began, which was brought to a close only by the victory of Islam 
gained through the support of the persecuted Bogomiles. Henceforth the 
sources of Bosnian history become more and more full; in the foremost place 
stands the correspondence between the Popes and the Hungarian kings* 

After the death of the Emperor Emanuel, we find the Banus Kulin at the 
head of the State in Bosnia, Bela as King of Rama, and the Emperor may have 
publicly confirmed him in this position. It is possible that he was one of Boris's 
sons. He calls himself " Fiduciarius Regni Hungarice" an indication to what 
a degree the relations with the Hungarian crown had been consolidated, in 
spite of all extraneous confusion. 

After the death of the Emperor Emanuel, Stepan Nemanja resuscitated 
the Servian State, and left to his younger son ancient Dioclea on the banks 
of the Zetan (in the neighbourhood of Roman Dioclea, situated in modern 
Montenegro), where for the first time a Servian principality had arisen. This 
" King of Dioclea," Vuk, aspired to the Servian throne itself, which had fallen 
to his elder brother, Stepan Nemanjitsh, and sought to attain this end 
through the help of the Pope and the King of Hungary. He, therefore, 
adopted the Catholic faith, and declared himself ready to recognize the 
suzerainty of the king. In the year 1199 he lodged a complaint against the 
Banus Kulin, that, in spite of the prohibition of Bela III. , he, with his whole 
family and ten thousand subjects, had gone over to the Bogomilian faith. 
Innocent I I I . now, in a letter of 11th October, 1200, requested King Emerich, 
as Suzerain of Bosnia, to kindly urge the Banus Kulin to return to the fold 

also denote something else—for instance, the royal character of the coin ; but this is an assump­

tion which, to say the least, is more far fetched than that the R stands for Rama. To denote 

the name of the country with only the initial letter was everywhere common ; whereas in the 

Middle Ages, as money was very scarce, and people still unaccustomed to its use, more stress 

was laid upon emphasizing the fact that the particular coin was a piece of money, "Mone ta . " 

Especially, too, when the right of coinage was disputed, or a valuable concession, was the space 

utilized for the letter M, or the notification " Moneta," rather than for the whole name of the 

country. Of greater importance than these purely numismatic inquiries, the decision of which 

we may leave to specialists, is the political and weighty fact, that Bela I I I . , during his sojourn 

in Constantinople as duke, bore the title of a King of Rama, and as such coined money. 

* Katona, Hist. Grit.; Fejer, Codex dipt. ; Theiner, Ungarische und siidslavische Monumente ; 

Schwandtner, Script, rev. Hung. ; Endlicher, Mon. Arpad. ; The Mon. Hung. Hist, of t h e 

Hungar ian Academy; Kukulievitsh, Cod. diplom. ; Jura Regni Croat.; Wenzel, Cod. dipl. 

Arpad., Tori, Tdr; Miklositsh, Monurn. Serb. ; Ljubitsh, Siidslav. Monnm., Mon. ragusina ; 

Frakndi, Orszdggy. Emlek. ; Racki, Mon. Hist. Croat., Bogomili i Patareni (Bad. jugosl. Akad., 

vii., viii.) ; the publications of the Academy of Agram ; the Belgrade Glasnik, Putshitsh, 

Spomenici sbrski ; Tkaltshitsh, Mon. episc. Zagrab. ; Jiretshek, Handelsstraszen, are the chief 

sources for this period. 
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of the Catholic Church ; but, if this should prove fruitless, to advance with an 
armed force. If the Banns Kulin should not banish the heretics and deprive 
them of their possessions, then Emerich was to banish the Banus and deprive 
him of his possessions wheresoever they might be within the king's territories. 
Kulin proved himself a pliant vassal, with the sly declaration that he had 
taken the Bogomiles to be right-thinking, pious men. He would send their 
leaders to the Pope, who would either confirm them in the truth or turn 
them from evil according as they might or might not be prepared to strictly 
follow the teachings of the Apostolic Chair. 

In 1202, Kulin did actually send the Bishop of Ragusa and several 
Bogomiles to the Pope, whom he at the same time besought to send him a 
trustworthy person to adjust the affairs of the Church. The Pope appointed 
the Archbishop of Spalato and his own Court Chaplain, John of Casamaris, to 
this mission. On the 8th April, 1203, the Pope's envoys and the representa­
tives of the Bogomiles assembled at Bielopolie (Bolinopoili apud Bosnam juxta 

Jlumen) in the court of the Banus Kulin. The latter published a document, 
in which they eulogized " the representatives (pjriores) of those men who, 
until then, had in Bosnia been called Christians, promised to obey the 
ordinances and commands of the Roman Church, and pledged themselves 
and their whole fortunes that neither they nor their dependents would relapse 
into heresy. An altar and a cross should be erected in all their places of 
worship ; they would not only read the books of the New, but also those of 
Old Testament; they would have priests who should read the Mass, listen to 
confessions, and at least twice a year administer the sacrament; they would 
observe the fasts and holy days of the Lord ; in so far as they differed from 
the laity, they should wear cowls, be called brothers, and should take their 
orders from the Pope regarding the confirmation of the prior elected by them. 
Whatsoever the Pope might give, whatsoever he might take away, they would 
receive with submission. And that all this," it says at the end, " shall 
always be in force, we have signed it with our own signatures." 

Upon April 30th, Kulin's son, and the Bogomilian representatives Ljubitsh 
and Dragota, appeared at Bnda, "in Insula regia (now called the Isle of 
Margaret) ad Christianissimum regem" before the Archbishop of Kalocsa, the 
Bishop of Fimfkircken, and other high dignitaries of the Church, to confirm their 
vows by an oath. Emerich impressed his royal seal upon the document, and 
through his son again exhorted the Banus Kulin, who had previously appeared 
before him, to strictly observe his oath. In Kulin's name his son undertook to 
pay a fine of a thousand marks, should heretics ever again be tolerated in 
Bosnia. This incredibly smooth outcome of the whole affair was doubtless a 
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sign of royal authority. Under the Banus Kulin no further discords arose, and 
his country was left to develop in perfect peace. Orbini the Ragusan tells how 
in his time, in the seventeenth century, the Bosnians still made use of the 
expression, if any good fortune befell them, "The.age of the Banus Kulin is 
returning." Kulin was in popular folk-tales called " the friend of the fairies," 
and it is his time which is still referred to as " the good old days." 

The above-named Papal legate described Bosnia as a kingdom, whose 
territories extended to a " ten days' journey." The Holy Chair calls the 
Banus Kulin " a noble and a mighty man," and " the great Bosnian Banus." 
Under his rule, Visoko (in the Ragusan records, Subuisochi) and Foinitza 
(Chojnica) grew into towns which carried on an active trade with Ragusa. 
The Bans' Castle of Brdo, the Ban-Brdo of to-day, was situated in the 
vicinity of the sources of the Bosna. Below Mount Igman in Vrntshi stood 
the Church of Saint Stephen. The •' Saxon " miners * brought from Hungary 
began to bring to the surface the treasures of the mountains, no Bosnian 
mine having been worked since the time of the Romans. The fact that 
the Popes began to be so much on the alert with regard to Bosnia, just at 
the time when Kulin flourished, is accounted for when one considers that 
heresy had already at that time spread into Lombardy, where the heretics, 
it is believed by some, were named Patarinsf after the village of Pataria 
near Milan, though it was more probably from the expression " cathari," 
into Provence, where a crusade had already been undertaken against the 
Albigenses; along the lower Rhine, where, from the Greek word " catharos " 
(pure), the word " Ketzer " was formed; from Flanders heresy crossed over 
into England, where Henry I I . caused the "Publicani"—a corruption of 
" Pauliciani"—to be branded with red-hot irons. 

Raniero Sacconi, a contemporary of the Banus Kulin, and himself 
at one time a disciple of the new teaching, but who afterwards became an 
inquisitor, reckoned up thirteen Catharinic bishoprics, of which the most 
important was the Bosnian. The Popes complained that the Bosnians had 
corrupted the Albigenses, and the belief was everywhere spread that the 
whole movement was led by a heretical Pope in Bosnia. The conversion 
of the Banus Kulin had, in truth, only restored peace for a short time. 
Discord soon broke forth again in all its former magnitude, and lasted for 
centuries. The great, and those of gentle birth, it might be possible to 

* In Hungary, mining was carried on by the " Saxons " of Zipser and Siebenbtirgen. 
t Patarins (Paterini) an Italian name for the Paulicians or Manichasan heretics, who 

migrated from Bulgaria to Italy in the eleventh century.—[Tr.J 
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convert through royal behest; not so, however, the great mass of the 

people. 
On December 3rd, 1221, Pope Honoring complained that Bosnia was the 

secret lair of heresy, and that she nourished it like a witch at her breast, 
and he commanded Andreas I I . to undertake a crusade against it. The 
preceding discord, however, concerning the Golden Bull, and the stipulations 
of the rights of the nobility, had reduced Hungary to a state of collapse. 

Andreas II . granted Bosnia, Usora, and the Salt District to the Arch­
bishop of Kalocsa for ever, upon condition that he should undertake a crusade 
against the heretics. Duke John, who, after the Emperor of Byzantium, 
governed Syrmia in conjunction with Margaret, the king's sister, a widow, 
received two hundred marks towards the expenses of the crusade from Arch­
bishop Ugolin. All these attempts, however, failed. The king had to look 
on feebly, whilst the Bosnians banished Kulin's son, the Banus Stefan, who 
remained true to the Church and his plighted word; and in 1232 they raised 
a Bogomile of the name of Matej Ninoslav to the dignity of Banus. I t was 
only under the protection of Andreas I I . that Stefan, and after him his son 
Zibislav, retained Usora. At last the king was obliged to interfere. In 
the year 1233, after the internal dissensions in Hungary had been settled, 
he sent his son Koloman, the Governor of Croatia and Dalmatia, to Bosnia 
with an armed force. Koloman conquered one 2Supan after another, and 
then Ninoslav appealed to the Papal legates. Jacob Bishop of Preneste 
was then Pope Gregory's legate in Hungary, and in 1233 he appeared in 
person in Bosnia. He not only found that the majority of the people had 
gone over to the Bogomilian faith, but that the Catholic bishop himself 
recognized its doctrines. His apology, it is true, was that he had only erred 
" ex simjAicitateZ After the Archbishop of Ragusa also began to quietly 
tolerate heresy, the legate separated the Bosnian bishopric from his jurisdic­
tion, and placed it under that of the Archbishop of Kalocsa. The Pope learnt 
with satisfaction from the legates that Ninoslav was converted, and had even 
presented a gift to the Dominicans for the erection of a cathedral—whose 
ruins may still be seen at Blazuj—and had given considerable property 
to the Catholic bishopric. The Pope now took the Banus Ninoslav and his 
country "under the shelter of St. Peter," and the Banus, too, quickly sought 
to deserve this protection. He not only begged for the restitution of the 
conquered Zupanates, but also of Usora, which had remained in the possession 
of the ever faithful Zibislav. Duke Koloman had, however, scarcely left 
Bosnia before the country (in 1234) was Bogomilian once again. The Pope 
and the King of Hungary now commanded that there should be a crusade, 
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almost simultaneously with that undertaken in Southern France, against the 
Albigenses. 

The king again granted Bosnia to Koloman, and the Pope now wrote 
to the la t ter : " Concessionem de terra Bosne a prefato rege patre tuo 
liberaliter tibi factam, sicut legitime ac provide facta esse dinoscitur auc-
toritate apostolica confirmamus," and took him and his territory under the 
protection of St. Peter. Zibislav of Usora too, of whom the Pope wrote 
that he was "as a lily amongst thorns," decided to take part in this 
crusade. 

In the year 1237 all resistance was crushed, and Koloman held possession, 
not only of Bosnia, but also of Bogomilian Chlum. Koloman now directed 
that the cathedral of St. Peter in the present village of Blazuj should be 
erected with the money given by Ninoslav, and again added considerably 
to the property of the Bosnian bishopric, amongst other things bestowing 
upon it the estates of Djakovar. The Archbishop of Kalocsa erected 
fortifications throughout the country " for the protection of the Roman 
Church and religion." All this proved useless, however. At the moment 
of Duke Koloman's leaving the country, Ninoslav again rose to the surface, 
and Bosnia again fell into his hands. Ninoslav now concluded an offensive 
and defensive alliance with Ragusa. 

Miklositsh gives the interesting document relating to this matter in his 
Servian Memorials. I t commences with the words: " That since it was 
the will of our exalted Lord and God, Jesus Christ, and my good purpose, 
I, the Grand-Banus of Bosnia, Matej Ninoslav, repaired to Ragusa to my 
old friends the Patricians and to the citizens, and I went with my compeers, the 
Waywocle Jurish, the Teptshija Radona, and his brother Simon, the cup-bearer 
Mirhona and others, . . . and when I met the Duke of Ragusa, Nicolaus 
Tonist, we, together with my above-named compeers, the duke and the 
citizens, swore perpetual peace and perpetual friendship." 

The explanation of this sudden change is afforded by the Tartar campaign. 
The Hungarian army was defeated on the Sajo in 1241, Duke Koloman 
dying of his wounds. Bela IV. fled. I t is true that the Tartars made 
incursions as far as Bosnia, but Ninoslav remained master of the situation ; 
he even sealed an alliance against the king with the town of Spalato, which 
had revolted during the Tartar campaign, and with Count Andreas of 
Chlum. Bela IV. sent an army, under the command of the Banus Dionysius, 
against this alliance. 

On 12th July, 1244, Spalato surrendered, and a peace was concluded, 
from which, however, Ninoslav, the Count of Chlum, and several Bosnian 
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nobles, "qui sunt infdeles rcgi" were excluded. King Bela IV. now led an 

army against Ninoslav in person. 
From a record of donations, which corroborates the accounts of the 

property of the Bosnian bishopric, it appears that Ninoslav, too, surrendered 
himself. Nevertheless, in the year 1246, at the time of the war between 
Bela and the Austrian duke Frederick II . , the Bishop of Bosnia again 
complains of the spread of the Bogomile sect. Thus urged, the Pope repeated 
his commands to the Archbishop of Kalocsa to undertake a new crusade, 
and in 1247 the king did the same. In the meantime Ninoslav had hastened 
to pacify the Pope by the assurance that he had remained true to the Roman 
Church. The Pope thereupon withdrew his commands, and in the hope of 
turning the Bosnians from their Bogomilian faith, he even, on 29th March, 
1248, granted to them the use of the glagolitic writing and the Slavonic 
language in their religious services. Ninoslav himself did, as a matter of 
fact, remain true to the Roman Church. In a document of the year 1249, 
through which he renewed the alliance with Ragusa—this time against the 
Servian king Stepan Uros—Ninoslav swears by " the Holy Mother of God, 
the Virgin Mary, and the life-giving and sacred Cross." 

After the close of Ninoslav's reign, a new period commenced in Bosnia, 
which may be described as " the Era of the Hungarian Bans." The Hungarian 
kings, having learnt by experience, henceforth entrusted the country to trust­
worthy men, members of their own house or Hungarian magnates, and 
abandoned the violent persecution of the Bogomiles. For a century it was 
in vain that the Popes urged the renewal of the crusades, until then so 
common. This epoch of a hundred years' duration, which attained to the 
zenith of its glory when, by the side of Ludwig the Great, there sat on the 
throne of Hungary the daughter of the Banus of Bosnia, may be fitly called 
the period of Bosnia's greatest splendour.* 

Internal peace and prosperity, brilliant feats of arms, and an extension 
of territory as far as the furthest boundaries of Bosnia, added during this 
era to the growth of the country, whilst it formed a natural protection to 
Hungary against the Servian czars and the powerful Venetian Republic, 
as well as against the incessant seditions of the Croatian magnates, and 
constituted a most important pivot to the Hungarian Anjous for all their 
undertakings upon the Balkan Peninsula. 

In 1263, King Bela entrusted the government of Bosnia, Usora, and the 

* Although by Croatian authors, such as Klaitsh, Ratshki, with a disregard of obvious 
facts, it is described as " the saddest." 
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Salt District to his daughter Agnes, the widow of Ratislav, Duke of Halitsh; 
and at the same time made subject to her the newly created Banate of Macs6 
lying between the Drina, Save, Danube, and Morava, which is still known in 
the Servia of to-day as " Matshva." Agnes was succeeded by her son Bela 
as " dux de Machow et de Bosna," under which title he appears in the peace 
concluded between Stefan V. and Ottokar I I . 

We have no reliable information respecting the close of Ninoslav's 
reign. I t is not known whether he died whilst in power, or whether he was 
banished; it is, however, certain that towards the end of his reign discords 
broke out in Bosnia, for the pacification of which Bela IV. sent thither 
Stefan Kotroman. In connection with him, the records mention the Banus 
Prezde (Bryzda, Pryezda), to whom Bela IV. granted the whole Zupan of 
Novak (now in Slavonia), as a reward for his faithful services. Again, in 

Coins of the Banus Stefan Kotroman. 

1290, in a Papal document, Stefan and Prezde are mentioned together as 
Bans of Bosnia. I t is possible that Prezde held Usora and the Salt District. 
Radoslav the Zupan of Chlum was also a vassal of Stefan's, and in a 
document (mentioned by Miklosics) of the year 1254 styles himself the 
" faithful subject of my master, the Hungarian king ; " " a ja Zupan 
Radoslaw jesm vern Met venik gospodinu kralju ngrskomu." 

In 1273, Egydius was Banus of Macso and Bosnia. Ladislaus of 
Kumania, after discord had under his weak government arisen in Bosnia and 
in other parts of the Hungarian Empire, in the year 1279 placed Ugrin, the 
Banus of Severin, at the head of the Banates of Macso and Bosnia; in 1280 he, 
however, appointed his mother Elizabeth to the duchy of Macso and Bosnia, 
and afterwards his brother-in-law Stepan Dragutin, who was at one time King 
of Servia but was thrust from the throne by his younger brother Stepan I I . 
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Uros Milutin. After his conversion from the Byzantine Church to the Roman, 
Stepan Dragutin complained to the Pope, concerning the great number of 
heretics in the land, and begged of him to send missionaries for the conver­
sion of the people to the true faith. But nothing was said about violent 
persecution of the heretics. 

During the whole of this time, Stefan Kotroman, whom we have already 
mentioned, appears to have been Banus, at least in Bosnia proper, and in 
Dolnji-Kraj (in Hungarian documents, Olfold, Alfold, the district lying near 
Zajtze and Kljutsh, about which, at the time of the Croatian monarchy, a 
wearisome war was carried on between Croatia and Bosnia). If this was 
really the case, Egydius and Ugrin, as well as the Dukes of Macs6 and Bosnia, 
had only exercised a suzerainty over these places. Some historians (Schimek) 
believe Kotroman to have been a German knight, perhaps because it appears 
from a Papal dispensation that he stood in close relationship to the Carinthian 
counts of Ortenburg. His name is, however, of South Slavonic origin; in 
Slavonia there still stands a ruined castle of Kostroman, and it is probable 
that he was a southern Hungarian gentleman of noble birth. Stepan 
Dragutin gave him his daughter Elizabeth as wife, and by her he had 
three sons. The eldest of these, Stefan Kotromanitsh, was soon to play a 
great part. 

Excepting the coins already named, which Bela I I . had minted in 
Constantinople as King of Rama, those of this Banus Stefan Kotroman are 
the first Bosnian coins of which we have any knowledge. Commencing 
with him, we then possess some belonging to all his successors. These coins 
are of silver : dinars, half-dinars, and quarter-dinars, with the exception of 
the copper Catharinic coins of Tvrko I. The Ban coins display on the one 
side the figure of Christ ; on the reverse, that of the reigning Banus. From 
the time of the first king onwards the effigy of the king is generally omitted, 
and the crown, adopted as the coat of arms, appears on that side ; beneath 
this there is, as a rule, an initial letter to indicate the name of the reigning 
sovereign. Instead of the figure of Christ the likeness of the patron saint 
was introduced : " Gregor Naziazenus," " Gregor Papa," " St. Trifonius 
Catharensi." Only upon the coins of Nikolaus Ujlaki the picture of the 
Virgin Mary in use in Hungary appears, and the Ujlaki arms. The letters 
of the superscription are always Latin; the text, too, is generally so: very 
seldom Slavonic. Upon some coins, only the sign IC^XC (Jesus Christ) 
appears in Cyrillic letters. 

In the War of Succession, which followed upon the death of Ladislaus IV., 
Stefan Kotroman remained faithful to the last of the Arpads, Andreas I I . ; 
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whilst the Croatian Banus Paul Shubitsh, Count of Brebir, attached himself 
to the cause of Charles of Naples. The Count of Brebir, in the wars which 
then broke out, seized upon a part of Bosnia with an armed force, and from 
1299 onwards styled himself "Lord of Bosnia." His son Mladen in 1314 
also conquered Usora and the Salt District, and thenceforth called himself 
" Banus of Croatia and all Bosnia." I t became, however, more and more 
evident that the counts of Brebir supported the Anjous in this dispute, 
solely with a view to the increase of their own power, and the making of it 
independent. Charles Robert was, in fact, afterwards compelled to consider the 
disciplining of his own sometime followers. Before the expiration of the year 
1314, he had established Stefan Kotromanitsh in his father's place, the father 
having in the meantime died, and in 1322, supported by Stefan Kotromanitsh 
and Stefan Babonitsh, Banus of Slavonia, set forth on a campaign against 
Mladen. After Mladen had been taken prisoner, Stefan Babonitsh was 
raised to be Banus of Croatia, as a reward for his faithful services, whilst 
Stefan Kotromanitsh was restored to the full possession of Bosnia, Usora, the 
Salt District, and Dolnji-Kraj. 

Charles Robert was sagacious enough to understand how to punish those 
of his former followers, who had simply attached themselves to his cause 
from selfish motives, as a man by whom they might rise, and to reward those 
of his opponents whose opposition had only arisen from inalienable loyalty 
to the Hungarian throne. But the king knew how to bind Stefan Kotromanitsh 
even more closely to him. 

The Banus Kotromanitsh was already, through his mother, related to 
the house of Arpad, and therefore also to the Anjous. The king drew this 
relationship closer by giving him in 1323 a relative, Elizabeth, daughter of 
the Polish Waywode Kasimir, as wife. 

During the Wars of Succession, the Servians had succeeded in conquering 
Chlum. In the year 1325, Banus Stefan again took possession of this place. 
Moreover, he not only restored his country to its former boundaries, but even 
enlarged it. To the north of Chlum and the Narenta river, the Venetians owned 
territory in the Littorale, which reached as far as the river Cetina, the Kraina* 
of those clays. At one time it was inhabited by the Narentans mentioned 
by Constantine, a Slavonic race, which until the second half of the thirteenth 

* I t is interesting to realize how a portion of the South Slavonic countries was pushed 

northwards by the pressure of the Turkish conquest. Slavonia as it now exists is the 

terri tory of the past Hungarian Comitates. Old Slavonia was situated where Croatia now 

lies. Pa r t of Old Croatia is present Bosnian Kraina and Northern Dalmatia. Old Kraina 

is on the other hand, divided between Dalmatia and Herzegovina. Thus, too, was the 
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century lived independently under its own Zupan. The Narentans were 
celebrated pirates, and from the time of the introduction of Christianity, 
Bogomiles; to Venice and to the Hungarian king a double motive for 
renewed efforts at their subjugation. In the Crusade of 1276—1279, the 
Venetians at last succeeded in conquering them ;%but whilst the Venetians 
were utilising the revolt of the Croatians for the conquest of a few coast-
towns, Stefan seized upon these territories, and at once added Kraina, together 
with her capital, Makarska, to his Banate. Banus Stefan extended his domain 
still further. In 1326, Charles Robert was again compelled to despatch an 
army against the mutinous Croatians. Banus Stefan joined his forces to-
those of Hungary, which were assembled in the valley of the Unna, under 
the command of the Slavonic Banus Mikitsh. They were led against the 
Houses of Nelipitsh and Kurjakovitsh, the Knez Babonitsh, the Waywode 
Mihovilitsh, and the towns of Spalato, Trau, and others. The allied forces 
pressed on as far as Zara, and conquered the fortresses of the insurgents, 
in which they left garrisons ; this they did also in the town of Bihatsh, 
which wras at that time Croatian. Banus Stefan seized the Zupas of Dumno 
(now Duvno), Hlivno (now Divno), and Dlamotz (now Glamotsh) from the 
Croatian rebels, and these were incorporated by Charles Robert with Bosnia. 
Thus the whole coast from Ragusa nearly as far as Spalato, and the whole 
of the district lying behind, now formed part of the Bosnian Banate. 

During the whole of this period, commencing in the middle of the 
previous century, hardly any action had been taken against the Bogomiles-
It is true that the Popes had more than once demanded a crusade, but without 
effect. We hear of attempts at conversion, but nothing of persecution. The 
Bogomiles made use of this toleration, and Bosnia was almost entirely lost 
to the Church. Banus Stefan himself was a Bogomile. The Bosnian bishop 
found himself constrained to remove his permanent place of abode to Djakovar. 
Moreover, at this time arose the disputes which broke out everywhere between 
the Dominicans and Franciscans, which crippled the work of conversion in 
Bosnia, and attained to such a pitch that John XXII . had to summon the 
priors of both orders, from Bosnia to Avignon, to appear before his tribunal. 
The Pope complained that the Banus and his magnates themselves gave 
support to the heretics. The despair of the Pope is most apparent from the 
fact that, in a document of May 22nd, 1337, he, at the instigation of Knez 

centre of old Servia, with its capital Ras, originally in the present Sandjak of Novi-
hazar, whence come the names " R a s c i a " and "Ra i t zen . " Belgrade and the whole of 
Matshva formed the Banate of Macso, as a part of Lesser YVallacia formed the Banate of 
Severin. 
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Nelipitsh, requested the insurgent Croatian chiefs that they would attack 
heretical Bosnia. 

The wars, which had lasted uninterruptedly during the whole of this 
time between the Banus Stefan and the leaders of the Croatian insurrection, 
which had never been entirely suppressed, flared up with especial fury now 
on account of the Pope's call to a fresh attack. In 1338, under the leader­
ship of the Zupan Ostoja, a Bosnian army, composed almost entirely of 
Bogomiles, again invaded Croatia. The war had lasted into the year 1340, 

Coins of the Banus Stefan Kotromanitsh. 

when not only Banus Stefan, but Charles Robert also, made preparations 
for leading an army in person against the rebellious Croatian barons. Venice, 
which now began to entertain fears for the possession of the Dalmatian 
towns, endeavoured through envoys to influence the Banus Stefan, whilst 
she at the -same time secretly gave support, in the form of weapons and 
advice, to the Croatian army in its resistance to the king. Charles Robert, 
although he did not persecute the Bogomiles, was a faithful son of the 
Church, and, like all rulers in those days, had striven with all his might 
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against a conflict with the Pope. To realize that the Pope had carried on 
an intrigue with the Croatians must have affected him most painfully. 
He now made every effort to sever this alliance by giving satisfaction to 
his Holiness. He began to bring his royal authority and his family influence 
to bear upon Stefan, in order to induce him to accept the Catholic faith. At 
the king's desire, Stefan willingly received the Papal ambassador Gerhardus ; 
in the answer, however, with which he replied to his overtures, all the 
political insight and superiority of the Banus were made manifest. 

The Bogomiles, he said, would call in the aid of the schismatics, if 
he proceeded against them. The Pope then seized the occasion for addressing 
a letter personally to the Banus, wherein he promised him, in this event, 
not only the support of the King of Hungary, but also of that of all 
Christian princes. Stefan, in his reply to this, reminds him of the alarming-
growth of the Servian power. In spite, however, of his anxieties he allowed 
himself to be persuaded, through the encouragement of the king and the 
Pope, to adopt the Catholic faith ; he established the Bosnian bishops in 
their places ; in the dispute which had broken out between the Bishop and 
the Franciscans concerning the tithes, he, in concert with the Papal Chair, 
decided in favour of the bishop ; he recalled the Bishop of Makarska, who 
had been expelled by the Bosnians, to his bishopric, and founded a third 
bishopric in Dumno. 

By these means, an end was put, indeed, to the alliance betwixt the 
Pope and the Croatian leaders, but not to the Croatian rebellion. When 
Ludvig the Great ascended the throne, upon the death of Charles Robert 
(July 16th, 1342), the greater part of Croatia, including the fortresses of 
Knin, Brebir, Ostrovitza, Scarclona, Clissa, and Almissa, had again fallen 
into the hands of the rebels. In 1344, the king deputed the Slavonian 
Banus Nikolaus to subdue the rebels. The Croatian barons surrendered; 
but the. Hungarian army had hardly withdrawn, when the rebellion, encouraged 
and supported with arms by Venice, broke out afresh. In 1345, King 
Ludvig himself, at the head of twenty thousand men, advanced against 
Croatia. At Bihatsh the Banus Stefan, with ten thousand Bosnians, joined 
the Hungarian army. But not a blow was struck; the appearance of the 
mighty host so terrified Kurjakovitsh and Nelipitsh that they surrendered 
at discretion. 

Freed from his Croatian anxieties, the king now despatched, the Banus 
Stefan to the relief of Zara, for to this town the Venetians were laying 
siege. 

When Stefan appeared before Zara, the Venetians begged for a provisional 
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truce. Stefan consented to this ; but by the following year, at the expira­
tion of the armistice, he again stood before Zara, this time side by side 
with King Ludvig. The engagement of July 1st, 1346, nevertheless, 
resulted in favour of the Venetians, as the Hungarian army, which consisted 
almost entirely of cavalry, was powerless against the Venetian foot soldiers, 
and especially against their galleons. In the meantime, Stefan was con­
tinually striving to mediate between King Ludvig and the Venetians. The 
Republic offered the king one hundred thousand ducats, and twenty thousand 
to the commanders of the Hungarian army, but would not relinquish Zara.* 

The Banus and Venice repeatedly sent envoys to one another, and the 
Banus constantly held himself in readiness to mediate.! In the September of 
1346 the Banus's envoys proposed an alliance between the latter and Venice ; 
and demanding that Venice, too, should try to exert some influence over the 
Croatian rebels, and also commend the Banus to the friendship of the Servian 
emperor, they on their side offering to mediate between the king and Zara.J 

At length, on August 8th, 1348, the Banus Stefan did actually bring-
about an eight years' truce betwreen Hungary and the Republic of St. 
Mark. 

The key to this policy of the Banus may be found in the request 
that Venice should commend him to the friendship of the Servian 
emperor. Already years ago he had, as we know, expressed the fear 
that the Bogomiles might invoke the aid of the schismatics. Stepan 
Dushan, as a matter of fact, after having murdered his father Uros III . , had 

* Klaitsh, who always believes the worst, not only of the Hungarians in general, but of 

all adherents of the Hungarian crown, sees, on the strength of the representations of an 

anonymous contemporary Zara chronicler, some treachery in the mediation of Banus Stefan, 

and maintains that he had been tampered with by the Venetians. I t is well known how 

ready contemporary authors belonging to the vanquished party are to raise a charge of treachery. 

Stefan did certainly accept the presents brought to him by the Venetian envoys, as was 

then, and for hundreds of years later, the custom. Bu t his was not a pettifogging policy. 

H e saw that a fresh storm was gathering in the south-east, and on this account he wished 

for peace with Venice. The results justified his well-considered and statesmanlike insight; 

and prove that he in this way rendered good and faithful service to his king, to whom, 

in spite of his attempts at mediation, he on each occasion rendered military service. Further­

more he himself complains directly to the Venetians, " t h a t the Zaraese slandered him to the 

king," concerning which the Venetians expressed their commiseration (Ljubitsh Mon. Slav. 

Merid. ii., 406). If the Banus had, as a matter of fact, intrigued with the Venetians against 

the king, they would certainly not have conversed after this wise. 

f Ljubitsh, Mon. Slav. Merid., ii. 318—339. 

t Ljubitsh, Op. tit, 376—429. 
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raised Servia to a threatening height. Even Uros had destroyed the feudal 
relation in which he had stood to Charles Robert, had assailed Bulgaria, 
and had stirred up other vassals of the Hungarian crown to revolt, namely, 
the princes of Wallachia. Stepan Dushan again conquered Bulgaria, in 
1340, made himself master of a part of Macedonia and Albania, and in the 
year 1346 had himself crowned Emperor of the Servians, Greeks, and Albanians. 
The discontented Bogomiles now, in fact, turned to him for help, and 
summoned him to the country. As early as 1346, when Dushan had 
only just made his power secure towards the East, the Venetian ambassadors, 
of whom the Banus Stefan had begged that they would recommend him to 
the friendship of the Servian Czar, brought him the answer that, in order 
to please Venice, Dushan was prepared to live in peace with Stefan, but 
only on condition that the latter should restore Chlum, upon which the 
Servian emperor made claims. Should the Banus be unwilling to come 
to terms upon this matter, the emperor offered a provisional truce of from 
two to three years' duration.* 

But in the person of Banus Stefan the valorous energy which does not 
retreat before danger was united to that political foresight which is careful 
to avert it, if possible. He was not the sort of man to quietly await it in 
inaction. He answered the Servian emperor by fortifying Chlum and buying 
up arms in Venice, and when King Ludvig, too, considered that the moment had 
arrived for opposing the boundless ambition of the newly arisen Servian power, 
Banus Stefan was again the first to enter upon the arena. In the latter half of the 
year 1349, immediately after the expiration of the truce which had been proffered 
by Dushan, the Banus invaded the territory of the Servian emperor with fifty 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot soldiers, and with a ruthless hand seized 
the principality of Travunje (now Trebinje). King Ludvig, engaged in the 
conquest of Naples, was compelled to leave his Banus unsupported, and he, being 
thereby left to stand alone in the suppressing of the Servian power, was in the 
greatest straits. Even this he endured with undaunted courage. In 1350, 
just as King Ludvig was entering upon his campaign against Naples, Dushan 
not only repulsed the Banus and drove him from off Servian soil, but also turned 
the tables upon him by forcing his way into Bosnia, and when here the Bogomiles 
joined him in great numbers. The Banus defended himself in his forests 
and rocky mountains, and in spite of his doubtful position would not hear 
of the mediation of the Venetians, which could only have led to the abandonment 
of Chlum.! He was more and more sorely pressed by Dushan, who was 

Ljubitsh, Op. eit., ii. 408. f Ibid., iii. 190-199. 
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already laying close siege to the castle of Bobovatz,* which held a precious 
treasure within its walls, i.e., the Banus's beautiful daughter. Yet again 
did Dushan, through Venice and Ragusa, offer peace to the Banus, upon the 
condition that he should receive Stefan's daughter Elizabeth to wife, who 
might then receive Chlum as her marriage portion. But neither the Banus 
nor faithful Bobovatz would yield up the beautiful Banitza. Before the close 
of 1350, Dushan was again driven back as far as Chlum. In 1351, the in­
domitable Banus and his band of heroes drove him from that point too, and 
the campaign ended by Dushan, who, in addition to this, saw his kingdom 
again threatened in the east, entirely relinquishing the Chlum enterprise. 
Elizabeth, it is true, received Chlum as her dower ; but the beautiful Banitza 
—" elegantis formal femina," the Polish historian, Longinus, calls her—was 
not led home by Dushan, but by the King of Hungary, as his bride. 

Kotromanitsh's strong and faithful hand had been able to avert the results 
of the suppression of the Bogomiles, but after his death they rapidly came 
to the surface, and made themselves felt beyond the borders of Bosnia in 
the other southern provinces of the Hungarian kingdom. The successor to 
the great Banus was Tvrtko, the son of his younger brother, Vladislav, and of 
Helena Shubitsh, who, when, in 1354, he came from Hungary with his mother 
and his younger brother Vuk, summoned a diet. Even upon this occasion 
serious difficulties were discernible amongst some of the magnates.! King 
Ludvig had handed over the Banate to Tvrtko and his brother Vuk, with 
instructions to persecute and extirpate the Bogomiles. Young Tvrtko's 
authority did not suffice for this task. Some of the magnates sought protection 
with Dushan, whilst others simply declined to obey. I t was not enough 
that Chlum should be under the direct rule of Ludvig, in virtue of its being 
his wife's dowry, he was forced to also place certain Bosnian nobles under 
his own immediate control in order that he might keep them obedient. In 
spite of this a Bogomile insurrection broke out, so that the king, after the 
Pope, too, had urged him on to a crusade, set two armies in motion in 1363 
towards Bosnia. The one was led by Nikolaus, Archbishop of Gran, and 
the Palatine Nikolaus Kont, towards Usora ; the other, with the king at its 
head, advanced against Dolnji-Kraj. The first accomplished nothing, whilst 
the Archbishop of Gran succeeded in losing the great seal of the kingdom 
in this campaign.^ The king on the other hand succeeded in re-establishing 

* The ruins of this castle still stand three miles above Sutiska, upon the summit of a 
lofty hill, at the junction of the rivulets Bukovitza and Borovitza. 

f Wenzel, Tort. Tdr, i., 14—16. 
J This campaign is, by all historians from Katona to Klaitsh, erroneously laid in the 
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Tvrtko's authority sufficiently for Venice, in 1364, to include " t he illustrious 
and magnificent Lord Tvrtko, by the grace of God, Banus of all Bosnia, as 
also his brother, the Count Vuk, and his mother, the Countess Helena," in 
the golden book of its nobility. However, the Bogomiles who had been 
defeated by the king rebelled again in 1365. This time, Vuk himself 
stood at their head. Tvrtko was compelled to fly to Hungary. I t is true 
that in 1366 he won back a part of his Banate, with the help of an army 
received from the king, and that he now called himself: " B y the grace of 
God, and of King Ludvig, Ban of Bosnia." But he himself complained to 
the Venetians : " The Barons of the Land, who had previously fallen away 
from God, were also unfaithful to U s ; they have deposed Us, and have 
disgracefully driven Us and our Mother from our Banate. Through the 
mercy of God and the grace of the glorious Ruler his Majesty Ludvig King 
of Hungary we have, it is true, received justice, and have been again established 
in a part of our Banate. We do not, however, yet rule over the whole, and 
are not able to at once chastise the faithless barons and throw them into 
prison." 

The chronicles at this time record a great "fire from heaven," which 
consumed forests and mountains, and in which the Bogomiles beheld the 
hand of God. This may have been the burning of a forest, or perhaps of a 
bed of coals, such as still occurs in the land. At last, however, the rising 
was suppressed. Vuk fled to Ragusa, whither in 1367 Tvrtko followed him, 
in order to urge his being delivered up to him. Ragusa, which at that 
time, together with the other Dalmatian towns, was under Hungarian 
suzerainty, decided to receive Tvrtko with all the tokens of respect which it 
was bound to show the Banus, " yet with due regard to the homage owing 
to our sovereign lord the Hungarian king." They also concluded an alliance 
with Tvrtko "for all time, yet with avoidance of all that was calculated 
to degrade his Majesty the Hungarian king." But they refused to deliver 
up Vuk by appealing to the right of asylum. 

Tvrtko, now that he had, with the help of the king, checked them, strove 
to win the Bogomiles over to himself. Vuk at once accused his brother to 
the Pope of being a Bogomile. Thus much is certain, that Tvrtko, taught by 
experience the effect of suppressing the Bogomiles, was all the more intent 
on avoiding all internal discord, because he was beginning to cherish ambitious 

year 1360. Now, however, records with the old seal exist up to the year 1363, whilst the 
records repaired on account of the loss of the seal fall, on the contrary, in the year 1364, 
especially from February onwards. See Hnber, Ludiuig I, und die ungarischen VasalUnlander. 
Arch, fiir iisterr. Gesch., lxvi. Bd., i. Th. 
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projects, for the realization of which the support of the powerful Bogomile 
element was indispensable. It will be seen that he forthwith made use of 
the Bogomiles against the Hungarian crown, and was freely supported by 
them,' accustomed as they were to behold in the Hungarian kings their most 
jealous persecutors. Tvrtko, however, only succeeded in this gradually, and 
was especially aided by the dispute over the Hungarian throne, which followed 
upon Ludvig's death, and by the strengthening of his own power. To raise 
this, he was provisionally still constrained to follow the policy of Ludvig the 
Great. 

King Ludvig had, in 1358, seized a part of the Servian territory, and 
that kingdom was threatened by a new clanger when the conqueror, Sultan 
Murad I., in 1361 changed his place of abode to Europe, and made 
Adrianople his capital. Finally, upon the death of Dushan's son Uros IV., 
the last of the Nemanjas, on December 2nd, 1367—he was probably murdered — 
the powerful Knezes of Dushan the Great's kingdom tore it up into numerous 
small principalities. 

The Coins of Banus Tvrtko. 

Tvrtko, who desired to come forward as the heir of the Nemanjas, from 
whom';he was, in fact, descended in the female line, as great-grandson of 
Stepan Dragutin, knew how to turn all these circumstances to account, and 
especially the attempts directed by Ludvig towards the destruction of the 
Servian Empire. He first formed an alliance with the Servian Knez Lazar 
Grebljanovitsh, who was also a vassal of the Hungarian crown* and attempted 
to unite the whole of Servia under his rule. They together seized upon the 
Zupan Nikolaus Altamanovitsh, who ruled over a part of Rascia and 
over Travunje down to the sea, and upon Georg Balshitsh, the Prince of 
Zeta. After this enterprise, which was crowned with success, they divided 
the conquered territory between them, by which division Rascia, as far as 
Sienitza and the principality of Travunje, together with the coast land, fell 
to Tvrtko's share. He furthermore, in 1376, without the knowledge or desire 
of King Ludvig, or that of Knez Lazar, caused himself to be solemnly 

* Huber, in the essay quoted, p. 28. 
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crowned with two crowns at Mileshevo, where the two graves of Stefan 
Kotromanitsh and Saint Sabbas were. The crowns were the Bosnian, " which 
had belonged to him from all time," and the Servian, which he inherited 
from his "ancestors." He now signed himself "Stepan Tvrtko v Hrista boga 
hralj Srbljem i Bosne i Primorja" " Stefan Tvrtko, in God Christ, King 
of Servia, Bosnia, and the Coast land." In a record, he says : " And He 
(Christ) has invested me with two crowns, that I may rule over both 
lands ; first over the land of Bosnia given me by God from of old, and then 
it pleased the Lord God to grant that I should succeed my ancestors, 
the lords of Servia, upon their throne, for those were my ancestors who 
ruled in the countries of the Servian kingdom, and who have now passed 
over to the heavenly kingdom. And as I beheld the land of my ancestors 
deserted and without shepherds, I went into the Servian land, with the 
endeavour and wish to make firm the throne of my ancestors ; when, how­
ever, I arrived there, I was crowned in the kingdom of my ancestors with 
the crown given me by God, that I might be, in the true faith of the Lord 
Christ, the God-established King Stefan, King over Servia, Bosnia, the Coast 
land, and the Western land. And therefore did I begin, with God, to rule, 
and to make firm the throne of the Servian land, with the desire to raise 
the fallen and to set up that which was overthrown."* 

This act of Tvrtko's doubtless far transcended the policy of King 

Ludvig. 
The king's aim had been to weaken the old Servian empire. Tvrtko, 

on the contrary, entered upon a path calculated to lead to its re-establish­
ment. Later on, after Ludvig's death, he endeavoured to conquer Croatia 
and Dalmatia too, so as to found a great South Slavonic kingdom. He at 
first assumed a doubtful attitude, so as to be able to justify his deeds 
to King Ludvig, and to be able to turn aside the suspicion of open rebellion 
from him. He was, above all things, anxious, as Bosnian Banus,. to 
preserve the appearance of fealty to the Hungarian crown; and when he, as 
a vassal of the crown, seized a part of Servian territory, he always contrived 
to make it appear as though he thereby wished to extend the power of the 
Hungarian throne and to heighten its splendour. The title, too, which he 
now assumed bore two meanings, though he outwardly only claimed the 
regal title as King of Rascia; and the Venetians, moreover, still called him, 
especially when they were upon good terms with the Hungarian kings, only 
King of Rascia, never King of Bosnia. There could not thus early have 

*Miklosics, Mon. serb., p. 187. 
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been any question of a Bosnian kingdom in a literal sense, as Tvrtko 
continued to rule Bosnia as Bosnian Banus ; and only gradually in the course 
of time did the title of kingdom come into use for Bosnia, a circumstance 
which until now has not been sufficiently noticed in historical writings. 
This seems to offer a satisfactory explanation of the fact that Ludvig, who 
was at the time laying claim to Poland, could look on quietly as these 
events unfolded themselves. 

It is clear that Tvrtko at this time indulged in visions of founding a 
great Slavonic kingdom. 

He approached his goal, however, with the caution of a cat, in order 
that the Hungarian crown might not destroy his projects in the germ. Soon 
after his coronation, he led to the altar Dorothea, the daughter of Strashimir 

King Tvrtko's Coins. 

Alexandrovitsh, the younger brother of the last Bulgarian Czar Ivan Shishman, 
and thus secured to himself a fresh title to the leadership of the Southern 
Slavonians. He next directed his gaze upon Cattaro and Ragusa. To please 
the more yielding town of Cattaro he forbade the export of provisions to Ragusa. 
The complaints of the Ragusans, however, brought about the intervention of 
King Ludvig, by whom a limit was soon put to these attempts of Tvrtko. 
Not until after the death of the king could he again pick up the threads; but 
he did so then with greater effect. In order to create a rival to Ragusa, he 
caused a new fortress, the Castel Nuovo of to-day, to be built in the neigh­
bourhood of Cattaro, and here he opened a market, in opposition to the existing 

treatv. 
He. however, had to give up this enterprise too when Queen Maria pro­

tested against it. He now turned towards the Venetian Republic, as he saw that 
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a maritime power was indispensable to the development of his projects directed 
against Ragusa. In answer, he received three Venetian galleons and an admiral 
in the person of Nicola Baseio. The Venetians, however, hastened to give 
Queen Maria the assurance that Baseio would look upon and deal with the 
subjects of Hungary as though they were Venetians. None the less, Tvrtko 
very soon succeeded in laying hands upon at least Cattaro. Queen Maria 
sent the Palatine Nikolaus Gara to Bosnia to secure Tvrtko's support in the war 
against the Croatian malcontents, who had called upon Charles of Durazzo to be 
their king. On March 28th, 1385, too, Tvrtko issued a document from his castle 
of Sntiska, in which he vowed eternal fealty to the august women, his beloved 
sisters, Elizabeth and Maria of Hungary, and Hedvig of Poland. As a reward 
for this, he received the town of Cattaro, where he caused copper coins, with 
the effigy of the patron saint of the town, St. Trifonius, to be struck. Scarcely, 
however, did he find himself in possession of Cattaro before he broke his 
promise, and as the Croatians took Elizabeth and Maria prisoners in the year 
1386, he commenced openly to set on foot his projects directed against the 
Hungarian crown, for the founding of a great Southern Slavonic kingdom. 
Extraordinarily characteristic was the caution with which he sought even 
now to shield himself against all possibilities. He first inquired of Ragusa 
as to whether, in case of need, he could count upon the usual rights of asylum 
there. The faithful Ragusans tacked on to their favourable answer the limita­
tion that, in the event of his being pursued by Queen Maria, entrance into the 
town would be denied him ; should he, however, at the time of the pursuit 
be already in the town, he must then quit the same within a certain reasonable 
time. On the other hand, when he allied himself to the Croatian malcontents 
with a view to uniting Croatia and Dalmatia upon some future occasion to 
Bosnia, he appeared as an adherent, and in the name of the new pretender 
Ladislaus the son of Charles of Durazzo, who had in the meantime been 
murdered, that by this means he might preserve the appearance of loyalty to 
the Hungarian crown. 

After Queen Maria had, on June 4th, 1387, by the help of the Venetians, 
been liberated from the prison of Novigrad, and her husband, King Sigismund, 
was threatening the rebels with an army, Tvrtko despatched troops to Macs6 
to the aid of John Horvath, whilst he himself hastened to Croatia to support 
the Prior of Vrana, John von Palizna. Tvrtko's troops at this time and 
afterwards also consisted almost exclusively of Bogomiles, whose persecution 
he had discontinued, and who doubtless gladly accorded him military service 
against the Hungarian throne, by whom they were constantly being persecuted. 

Heavily did the Bogomilian persecutions of King Ludvig now avenge 
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themselves. After the conquest of Clissa, Tvrtko threatened Spalato. Glorious 
was the fidelity with which this town remained to the Hungarian crown. At 
first she offered to submit to the besieger, but only upon condition that the 
King of Hungary should continue to be, as before, her suzerain. 

Meanwhile, whilst Tvrtko continued to capture one town and fortress 
after another, a petition was, through envoys, made in the beginning of the 
year 1388 to King Sigismund that he would not permit the town of Spalato 
to be destroyed. Its territory, so ran the petition, was being laid waste by 
the heretics, its citizens were being murdered, its women violated. At this 
time, besides Clissa, Vrana, Ostrovitza, and most probably Knin, had also 
fallen into Tvrtko's hands, and he now appointed John von Palizna as his 
Banus of Croatia. As he could not succeed in conquering Spalato, he ordered 
that a navy should be formed at Cattaro for its siege. On June 10th, 1388, 

The Cattarinic Copper Coins of King Tvrtko. 

Spalato sent a fresh deputation to King Sigismund, with instructions to 
impress upon him the misery which existed : that the Bosnians had already 
burnt down everything up to the walls of the fortifications ; that the prisoners, 
of whom the Bosnian Banate and Clissa were already over full, were allowed 
to perish from hunger and thirst, nay, that many of them were even mutilated, 
so that the poor victims died of their sufferings. The envoys were, therefore, 
in a humble but manful spirit to beg for speedy help; should, however, the 
king be, for weighty reasons, unable to grant the same, the envoys were to 
ask for a permit which should make it possible for the town of Spalato to help 
herself as best she could, without incurring the stain of high treason. If, 
however, this permit should also be denied, then they were to make a public 
protest before the magnates that it might not be counted against Spalato as 
a crime if some misadventure should befall them, as the town would only 
resolve upon such a course in the extremest need and despair. Should, 
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however, help be promised, they were to state that Spalato could not hold out 

longer than until the end of July without help. 
Neither did this step bear any fruit; yet Spalato remained unconquerable, 

and even summoned the faithful Croatian barons and towns to an alliance 
against the rebellious vassals, who were desirous of deserting the holy 
Hungarian crown. This alliance was solemnly concluded. 

On October 6th, 1388, Knez Nelipitsh, the Captain of Skardona, the 
Counts of Brebir, Vid, and Gregor, and Nikolaus's widow, as well as the 
towns of Spalato and Sebenico, bound themselves " to support one another 
in loyalty towards the holy Hungarian crown." 

At the close of 1388, Croatia and a great part of Dalmatia found them­
selves in Tvrtko's hands. King Sigismund at last sent the Banus of Slavonia 
Ladislaus Losonczy against him, but on this occasion also with an insufficient 
force. 

In the March of 1389 the Bosnian Waywode Vlatko Hranitsh, with a 
fresh army, undertook the siege of Spalato, and at the same time commanded 
the town to send envoys to Tvrtko. The threatened town replied to this 
invitation, and despatched their delegates with the following message : " We 
are ready to serve your Serene Highness ; but yet in such a manner, that 
our honour, as well as that of your Majesty, may remain free from the stain 
of treason. We will therefore send messengers to the King of Hungary to 
implore his aid, as we can no longer hold out. If he sends help, we shall 
remain true to h im; if otherwise, we are yours. If, therefore, the King of 
Hungary does not aid us within a given time, and if the other Dalmatian 
towns place themselves under your power and your protection, then will we 
also submit ourselves." Tvrtko accepted this proposal, and fixed three periods 
for the surrender of the different towns ; the last one was for Spalato, the 
15th of June. Spalato, however, did not give herself up at the expiration of 
this term, but renewed her petition to Tvrtko to be allowed to delay the 
surrender until all the other towns had submitted themselves, so that Spalato 
might be the last, after which Tvrtko left the long-suffering city hi peace, 
as he was engaged elsewhere upon great events. 

Exactly on this 15th of June was fought the battle of Kossov-polje. The 
alliance between Tvrtko and the Servian prince Lazar continued unshaken, 
for both felt that they had need of one another. Knez Lazar had, with 
Bosnian aid, in 1389 defeated twenty thousand Turks at Plotshnik. Sultan 
Murad resolved to take a fearful revenge for this defeat; and it was against 
the invading Turkish army that the Bosnian king sent the Waywode Vlatko 
Hranitsh at the head of his Dalmatian forces. 
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He was joined by John Horvan, the Croatian Banus appointed by 
Tvrtko, who had sought shelter in Bosnia from Ladislaus Losonczy. The 
battle on the Kossovo-polje began on the June 15th, 1389, and lasted for three 
days, and during this bloody battle the thunder of cannon was probably for the 
first time heard upon the Balkan Peninsula. Tvrtko had received a " falconus " 
from Venice as early as 1383. Turkish writers say that the angels in their 
terror forgot their songs. Murad and Lazar fell upon the field of battle. 
The Bosnian Waywode slew twenty pashas, and pressed the Turkish left 
wing, commanded by Jakub, one of the Sultan's sons, to the uttermost. The 
Sultan's other son, Bajazid, however, forced the Servians back, whereupon 
Vuk Brankovitsh deserted the battlefield, taking some of the Servians with 
him. Servian tradition ascribes their ruin to his treachery ; for the battle on 
the Kossovo-polje gave the death-blow to the Servian kingdom, although both 
armies retreated after the engagement, and Tvrtko even celebrated a victory 
because the Sultan had fallen and the Turks had not invaded his dominions. 
He also announced his victory to the whole Christian world, so that even the 
King of France caused a Te Deum to be sung in the cathedral of Notre 
Dame to celebrate the supposititious defeat of the unbelievers ; whilst the city 
of Florence saluted the lucky King of Bosnia as the Champion of Christ, 

who had won eternal salvation. 
Tvrtko now entered Croatia and Dalmatia with a heightened authority, 

and therefore with all the more boldness and energy. He re-conquered Clissa, 
which had in the meantime been captured by Losonczy ; and in April 1390 
again called upon Spalato to surrender. The town could now offer no further 
resistance, and gave itself up. After the surrender of Spalato all Dalmatia 
—with the sole exception of Zara—including the islands, swore allegiance 
to Tvrtko, who now assumed the added title of "King of Croatia and 
Dalmatia," and at last cast aside the mask under which he had until then 
given out that he had only fought for the rights of Ladislaus of Naples. 
Tvrtko, who now ruled over a large part of Rascia, the entire province of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as now constituted, Croatia, and Dalmatia, felt himself 
to be the equal of the greatest princes, and gave expression to this self-
sufficiency by, after the death of his first wife, selecting a wife from the House 
of Habsburg, and suing for the hand of the daughter of the Austrian duke 
Albert I I I . These designs, like all his other projects, were frustrated by 
his death on May 23rd, 1391. 

By bold aspirations and unconscionable falseness and treachery, Tvrtko 

had come near to the realization of his dream, the founding of a great South 

Slavonic monarchy. 



66 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 

The fall of Servia under the heavy blow struck by the Turks, and the 
helplessness into which Hungary was cast by the disputes over the choice of 
a king, had favoured his designs. Himself at one time a Catholic, at another 
Orthodox, he laid hold of and gained the confidence of the Bogomiles. A skilled 
player, his success yet depended more upon circumstances than upon his own 
strength ; a secure foundation was lacking, and thus only too speedily was his 
glory proved to be a nine clays' wonder. At the same time, his unbridled 
efforts had led Bosnia into such a state of internal confusion and extreme 
exhaustion that a collapse must needs follow. 

The results of Tvrtko's policy soon became apparent, and Bosnia rapidly 
declined, until it was ultimately ruined in the Turkish storm. 

King Sigismund and his successors had, it is true, recognized the importance 
of this country; within the circlet of the Hungarian crown, Bosnia formed, 
like Transylvania upon the south-east, an advanced and mighty citadel com­
manding an unassailable offensive and defensive point of vantage upon the 
Balkan Peninsula. As soon, however, as Bosnia fell into strange hands, the 
position was at once changed to the great prejudice of the kingdom, and all its 
south-eastern provinces were in danger from the aspirations of the South 
Slavonians and from foreign conquerors. This fact was not unrecognized by 
King Sigismund and his successors ; but constantly interrupted in their; en­
deavours by undertakings in other quarters, they lacked the requisite persever­
ance and energy necessary to the security of Bosnia. On the other hand, too, 
they were constantly crossed and undone by the persecution of the Bogomiles, 
which was always being started again in the interests of the unity of 
Christendom. 

Then, too, the Bosnian kings wanted to grasp more than they could hold; 
the violent South Slavonic tribes would not tolerate the supremacy of one state 
over the other ; whilst the conflict with the Hungarian crown robbed Bosnia, not 
only of her most effective protector against the Turks, but also indirectly 
•exhausted her strength, and destroyed the respect in which her princes were 
held, to such a degree that to outward weakness the most fearful internal 
discords were soon superadded, and whilst these were at their height the 
contending parties themselves, each unknown to one another, called in the enemy 
standing at their gates ready to swallow up the land. 

According to the old Slavonic ideas of justice, Tvrtko's successor on the 
throne should not have been his son Tvrtko Tvrtkovitsh, but the eldest member 
of the family, Dabisha, whom historians believe to have been a younger brother 
of Tvrtko's. As, however, in the official records relating to the first diet 
summoned by Tvrtko, only the unhappy Vuk is mentioned, it is more probable 
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that Dabisha was a son of Inoslav, Stefan Kotromanitsh's third brother. The 
first opposition raised against Dabisha emanated from the Croatian grandees, 
who had not risen in rebellion against the Hungarian crown in order that they 
might be subjected to the Bosnian. Ladislaus of Naples, too, who had now 
arrived at the knowledge that Tvrtko had not wished to conquer Croatia and 
Dalmatia for him, but for himself, considered that the moment had arrived for 
the exercise of his regal rights. In the Croatian grandees he found for this 
purpose a natural support. In 1391 he preliminarily ratified the appointment 
of the Bosnian Waywode Hrvoja Vuktshitsh as Banus of Croatia and Slavonia, 
but shortly afterwards appointed the former Banus of Macso, Ivan Horvath, 
governor during his absence over all his kingdoms, and by means of numerous 
presents he endeavoured to win over partisans against Sigismund, as well as 
against Dabisha. Thus was the latter, for i tance, compelled to take the 
fortresses belonging to the counts of Palizna by storm. He was, nevertheless, 
unable to raise any sufficient fighting power, as Bajazit in his war with 
Sigismund in the year 1392 had also sent an army against Bosnia. 

Under existing circumstances it seemed to Dabisha that the most expedient 
policy was to be reconciled to Sigismund, to renounce Croatia and Slavonia, and 
also to again acknowledge the supremacy of the Hungarian crown. In the 
July of the year 1393 the two kings had au interview in Djakovar. According 
to the agreement come to then, the Bosnian crown was to go straight to Sigis­
mund upon Dabisha's death ; but the King of Hungary not only confirmed his 
new subject in his Rascian and Bosnian possessions, but above and beyond 
this appointed him governor of the Hungarian Comitates Siimeg. On the 
occasion of this meeting the powerful Hrvoja Vuktshitsh, "Waywode of 
the Bosnian Netherlands," also put forth a letter of submission, in which he 
"praised King Sigismund and Queen Maria," and declared that he would 
faithfully serve them against all, " saving only the glorious Bosnian King 
Dabisha," whom he would loyally serve, " only excepting if the King should 
rebel against His Hungarian Majesty the King, or against Her Hungarian 
Majesty the Queen," in wdiich event he would undertake nothing against the 
Hungarian king. After Dabisha's death, however, he would serve none other 
than the Hungarian king. Similar proclamations were published by other 
Bosnian barons also.* When, however, Ladislaus' partisans as they fled 
before Sigismund again offered Dabisha the prospect of owning Croatia, he 
speedily forgot his promises and directed Ivan Horvath to collect an army in the 
fortress of Dobor and to lead it to Slavonia. Instead of this, however, Sigismund 

* Feje>, Cod. dipl, x., 2. 
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in August 1394 entered Usora, laid siege to Dobor, and after the surrender of 
the fortress set off in pursuit of Ivan Horvath, who was taken. From Dobor, 
Sigismund despatched the Banus of Croatia, Nikolaus Gara, against Vuk 
Vuktshitsh, who was stationed before Knin with a Bosnian army. After Vuk. 
too, had been defeated, Dabisha again submitted himself to the treaty of 
Djakovar. Crushed by so many misfortunes, he died in the autumn of the 
following year. His widow, Queen Helena Gruba, continued to reign for three 
years in the name of her son ; but when in 1398, after the unfortunate battle 
at Nikopolis, the Turks invaded Bosnia, perpetrating fearful ravages, the Bosnian 
magnates, who had already by that time acquired all the power, elected Stefan 
Ostoja as king. 

The most powerful of the magnates were at this time Hrvoja Vuktshitsh 
and his brother-in-law Sandalj Hranitsh. The latter reigned as absolutely in 
Chlum as Hrvoja did in North-western Bosnia. Both were zealous Bogomiles. 
Stefan Ostoja, who was most likely an illegitimate son of Tvrtko's,* and likewise 
a Bogomile, wras openly elected as king on this account, so that the country 
might not fall to Sigismund in accordance with the treaty of Djakovar. Yet the 
real ruler of the country was Hrvoja, who now styled himself " Waywode in chief 
of the Bosnian kingdom, and governor-in-chief to their Most Gracious Majesties 
King Ladislaus and King Ostoja." Hrvoja again set up the flag of Ladislaus 
of Naples in opposition to Sigismund, and he also made preparations for the 
re-conquest of Croatia and Dalmatia. Sigismund, of course, washed to re-establish 
his own rule; but he saw himself forced to retreat, after he had, in 1398, 
advanced with his army as far as the fortress of Vrbas, on the river of that 
name, above the Banialuka of to-day. In 1401, in pursuance of a summons of 
Hrvoja's, the town of Zara, loyal until then, also deserted Sigismund, and 
became, moreover, the rallying point of Ladislaus' party. 

Bosnia was at this time secure against an attack from the Turks. Indeed, i t 
is during this period that the first alliance between the Bogomiles and the Turks 
seems to have fallen. Hrvoja would in that case have been the originator of such 
an alliance, an act which would, moreover, seem to be very characteristic of him. 
The fact is, that in the year 1400, Hrvoja set himself the task of releasing the 
Turkish envoys, who were taken prisoners near Ragusa ; and, indeed, Sigismund 
accuses him of having had an understanding with the Turks.! It is also most 
probable that the Turks employed Bosnia against Sigismund to the uttermost. In 
1402, Sebenico and Trau Hrvoja swore allegiance, and an effort was made to win 

*Ostoja's illegitimate son King Thomas Ostojitsh calls Tvrtko II. " Patruus noste 
carissimus." 

t Ragusan records given by Putshitsh. Lucius, De Regno Dalm., p. 258. 
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over Ragusa too. At last Hrvoja brought matters to such a point that he was able 
to summon Ladislaus of Naples. In the July of 1403 there assembled in Zara, 
Hrvoja, as governor-in-chief of King Ladislaus, his father-in-law Ivan Nelipitsh 
and numerous Bosnian nobles, " men of unusual size;" of Hungarian nobles there 
were present the Palatine Dietrich Bubek, the Archbishop of Gran Johann von 
Kanizsa, Johann, Archbishop of Kalocsa, and others, and on August 5th the 
crown was solemnly placed upon Ladislaus' brow, though not the crown of 
St. Stefan, but that supposed to have been Zvoinimir's. Ostoja made use of this 
turn of affairs, for the realization of the old ambition of the Bosnian rulers, and 
laid Ragusa under a heavy siege. Whilst engaged upon this enterprise, however, 
bad news hastened towards him. Firstly, Sigismund had beaten his Hungarian 
foes and was pressing southwards ; secondly, Hrvoja was prepared to renounce 
the Bogomile faith, should Ladislaus be willing to create him King of Bosnia. 

Coins of King Ostoja. 

Under such circumstances Ostoja decided that the most prudent thing for him 
to do was to speedily return to his allegiance to the Hungarian crown. Sigis­
mund gladly accepted this change, and by September negotiations with Ostoja 
were being conducted through the king's envoy, John Marothi, Banus of 
Macso, who effected a complete reconciliation between them. 

This news, in itself, sufficed to put an end to Ladislaus. Whilst, however, 
Ladislaus hastened back to his native land, Hrvoja was not so ready to throw 
up the game, and strove to form an alliance with Ragusa against Ostoja. The 
allies wanted to raise the Bogomilian Knez Paul Radishitsh to the throne in 
Ostoja's place. The deed of covenant runs : " We, Lord Hrvoja, through the 
gracious favour of God, glorious Prince of Spalato and mighty Waywode of the 
Bosnian kingdom, etc., and we the Doge, patricians, and citizens of the town of 
Ragusa acceptable to God, all swear and pledge ourselves to be in all ways the 
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sworn enemies of King Ostoja, to drive him to ruin, to destruction, and to 
expulsion from his kingdom. And thus do we, Hrvoja, swear to raise our troops 
and lead them across the Neretva to Chlum, and to there proclaim and announce 
Paul Radishitsh, in the name of Christ, King of Bosnia, and to maintain him 
and support him with our whole strength. And not less do we, the city of 
Ragusa, swear to raise up, in conjunction with Lord Hrvoja, all that we possibly 
can by water and by land' in all our surrounding districts, with our own men 
and others, whom we may be able to move thereto, against King Ostoja, and 
for the said Lord Paul Radishitsh. Finally, however, we will call upon the 
clemency of His Most Serene Majesty King Sigismund, and spare no efforts 
to re-establish Hrvoja in the aforenamed king's favour, seeing that King 
Ostoja can no longer be of any value or service to our Master."*' 

Sigismund's authority was consequently established to such a degree, 
that all parties turned towards him. Ostoja fled from the fortress of Bobovatz, 
wdiich was being seized by Hrvoja, straight to Buda, leaving his wife Kujeva, 
his children, and his crown behind him there. A superscription dating from 
this period has been preserved upon an old gravestone, according to which 
" it happened at that time that King Ostoja was at variance with the duke, 
and fled to Hungary." t 

John Marothi relieved the fortress of Bobovatz, where a Hungarian 
garrison was now stationed for several years. Hrvoja raised no further 
opposition to Ostoja, thus protected by Sigismund. 

" W e have understood"—thus it runs in a document of the Republic of 
Ragusa, of March 14th, 1404—" that which Thy Honour and Love writes to 
Us, that King Ostoja has been reconciled to Thee, that Thou hast accepted 
him as Thy Suzeraine, and that he has received Thee as his servant. And 
that Thy love writes, that we too should be reconciled to him, and that 
Thou wilt labour and exert Thyself towards this end, for which We thank 

* Miklosics, Mon. serb., p. 252. 

t This Bogomilian gravestone, which was discovered upon the field of Privlje, and is 

at the present time built into the wall in the Roman Catholic parsonage of Kotsherin, 

gives in twenty-five lines the following superscription : " Va ime otca i sina i sv. duha. 

Ovdi lezi Viganj Milosevitsh lcoji je sluzio bana Stjepana i kralja Tvrtka i kralja Dabisu i 

hraljieu Grubu i kralja Ostoja. IT to se vrieme Ostoja svadi s Hercegom i Vidosom (?) podje 

na Vgre. Ostoje u to vrieme «;me mene Vignja dok dospjeh i legoh na svoju zemlju." ( " I n 

the name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Here rests Viganj Miloshevitsh, 

who served the Banus Stefan, King Tvrtko, King Dabisha, Queen Gruba, and King Ostoja. 

At this time King Ostoja was at variance with the Duke, and went with Vidosh to 

Hungary. Ostoja at that time took me, Vigani, to himself, until it overtook me my 

appointed time, and I laid myself in my earth." 
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Thee exceedingly." The reconciliation, however, was not effected, as Ostoja 
declined to deliver up the conquered coast-land, and the Republic of Ragusa 
succeeded, moreover, in again winning over, not only Hrvoja, but also numerous 
other magnates hostile to Ostoja. On May 28th the allies held, most likely 
at Visoko, a meeting, and amongst those present were the Ragusan envoys 
with instructions to congratulate Hrvoja, since God had revenged him on 
Ostoja, and to follow Hrvoja's council. Should any one be chosen king, they 
were to petition him to confirm their privileges; should, however, no king-
be chosen, they were, with the consent of the Bogomiles, to approach the 
assembly with regard to this ratification. They were, however, to secretly 

Ostoja's Seal of the Year 1400 (Records of the Hungarian Archives). 

say to Hrvoja, " Who would be better fitted to be king than thou ? " Should 
he not agree to this, the envoys were either to espouse the cause of a 
descendant of the Kotromanitsh (who had for long been rulers in the land), 
or else that of Paul (Radishitsh), who dwelt in Ragusa. Early in July, 
Tvrtko's son, Stefan Tvrtko II . Tvrtkovitsh, was proclaimed king. Ostoja 
fled to the shelter of the Hungarian garrison of Bobovatz. Even now, 
however, Hrvoja was the true ruler, and he now entered into a fresh 
alliance with Ladislaus of Naples, caused his own coins (with a picture of 
St. Doimus of Spalato) to be struck, and styled himself as follows : 
" Excellens dominus Heruoya, dux Spalati* Dalmatia, Croatiaqite regins 

A grant from Ladislaus. 
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oiecmgerens, ac Bosnce summus voyvoda, nee non partium inferiorum comes." 
Sigismund, however, calls h im: " Capitale?n nostra maiestatis emulus 
Hervoyam" * whilst the Ragusans for their part address him thus : " I t is 
known to us, that everything will come to pass which Thou commandest."! 

In spite of this, the storm did not tarry long. Sigismund burst in upon 
Bosnia with three armies. One was led by the Banus of Macso, another by 
the Croatian Banus, the third by Peter Pere'nyi. Venice refused Hrvoja the 
required galleons ; but, on the other hand, Ladislaus despatched a fleet under 
the command of John of Lusignan. Hrvoja, however, withstood the 
storm. It is true that Paul Banus of Croatia conquered the fortress of 
Bihatsh, but he could not retain it. John Marothi, however, departed 
from Usora, after leaving a garrison behind him in the town of Srebernik, 
under the command of Nikolaus of Gorazda and Ladislaus Szilagyi. Pere'nyi 
did not once cross the borders. At the close of the year 1405 the campaign 
was ended, and Tvrtko II . sent a deputation in token of allegiance to Ladislaus 
as King of Hungary, whereupon Ladislaus, on August 26th, 1406, " confirmed 
his beloved relative in the ancient rights and boundaries of Bosnia," t and 
awarded costly presents to the Bosnian magnates, and amongst them, the 
fortress of Zerin to Hrvoja. 

After a long interval the Pope, too, reappeared in Bosnian affairs ; he 
could not look idly on at such a triumph of the Bogomiles. He encouraged 
Sigismund, and promised him help against the Turks and the Bosnian 
" Manichasans and Arians," for whose extirpation he once more proclaimed a 
crusade " throughout the Christian world." Sigismund now, in 1408, led in 
person a mighty army of sixty thousand men, reinforced by Polish soldiers, 
against Bosnia. After sanguinary battles, especially near Srebernik and Branitsh, 
the Bosnian army was finally destroyed at Dobor (now Doboi), and Tvrtko 
Tvrtkovitsh, with many of his barons, fell into the king's hands. Sigismund 
now held a terrible court martial. He caused one hundred and twenty-six 
Bosnian magnates to be beheaded, and cast from the rocks of Dobor into 
the Bosna. Tvrtko Tvrtkovitsh he, however, took with him as a prisoner to 
Buda. The contemporary German chronicler, Windeck, writes thus : " Du solst 
wissen in dem Yare als man zalte von gotes gepurt tausent vier hundert und 
funff Yare, do zog Konig Sigmund in das Konigreich zu Wossen mit grossem 
volck Sechzig tausent manne zog er in das Konigreich, wenn sich der Konig 
wider In gestalt hatte, darumb log er in dem lande drey gauze Yare winter 

* Fejer, Cod. dip!., x. 4, p. 397. t Putshish, Sporn., i. 59. 
1 Lucius, De regno Dalm., p. 261. 
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und summer, unci betwangg das Konigreich und ving den Konig von Wossen 
und fiirt in gein Offen und liesz hundert seckz und zweiuzig lantherrn die 
hanpter abslan und uber einen hohen Fels zu Tobra von dem slosse ab hin 
werffen in das Wasser." 

Yet the leading magnates were not amongst those condemned. The two 
powerful Bogomile leaders, Hrvoja and his brother-in-law Sandalj Hranitsh 
of Chlum, had either deserted Tvrtko before he went to meet his fate, or had 
fled from the battle in good time and squared matters with the conqueror. 
After mentioning that King Sigismund also went to Servia and Rascia, where 

Coins of Hrvoja, Count of the Netherlands, Duke of Spalato. 

he established the Despot (" Tishbot," Stepan Lazarevitsh) under his pro­
tectorate in opposition to the Turkish power, the old chronicler proceeds as 
follows: "Also betwang er das Konigreich und pracht clarzu das Korby 

und Zendel {Hrvoja und Sandalj), die grossten landherren und fursten in 
demselben Konigreich zu Jhm gein Offen riten und gaben sich m genade, da 
nam er sie gar gnedigliche auff." 

Sio-ismund even bestowed Pozega upon Hrvoja in addition to Ins old 

possessions, and then, too, invested him with the newly created order of the 

Dragon.* 

* Lucius, De regno, p . 268. 
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The cause of this great favour lay doubtless in the fact that Ladislaus, 

in the overthrow of Hrvoja, had lost his last support. 
As a matter of fact the whole of Croatia and Dalmatia now surrendered 

to King Sigismund, with the one exception of Zara, which Ladislaus in his 
hopelessness sold, together with all his claims upon Dalmatia, to the Venetian 
Republic for one hundred thousand ducats. But Hrvoja rendered Sigismund yet 
further services. Ostoja, who until then had lived under the protection of the 
Hungarian garrison in Bobovatz, thought that his turn had come round again, 
and amongst others won over Sandalj to his side. Sigismund put an end to 
these pretensions by a fresh campaign in 1410—1411, wherein he was loyally 
supported by the Despot Lazarevitsh and by Hrvoja. 

The result of this campaign was that Bosnia was completely dis­
membered. The Netherlands fell to Hrvoja, Usora to John Gara, the 
Salt District to the Banus of Macso, Srebernik to the Despot of Servia, and 
only the upper valley of the Bosna remained in Ostoja's possession, for 
Sandalj remained master of Chlum, Travunje, and Podrinje. In 1412, absolute 
peace seems to have reigned. On June 2nd and 3rd of this year brilliant 
tournaments were held in Buda, at which the Bosnian knights were con­
spicuous for their strength, bravery, and powerful stature. The splendour 
which they there displayed is made evident from the fact that Hrvoja, whom 
the German chronicler now introduces as King of Bosnia, borrowed six 
thousand ducats for these festivities. Yet beneath the ashes the flame spread. 
Hrvoja could not forgive Sandalj for having sided with Ostoja, although a 
relative and old confederate of his own. The two Bogomile leaders became 
deadly enemies ; and when Sandalj, in the following year, journeyed to 
Servia, in order, at Sigismund's command, to aid the Despot against the 
Turks, Hrvoja fell upon his territories, ravaged them, and took possession 
of his fortresses. Whilst Sigismund was on his way to Rome, in order that 
he might be there crowned as emperor, Queen Barbara, upon the strength 
of charges made against him by Sandalj, John Gara, and the Banus of 
Slavonia, Paul Csupor, publicly proclaimed Hrvoja as traitor. Hrvoja, upon 
wdiom now, at the instigation of the queen, all his enemies fell upon every 
hand, defended himself adroitly by evasions, promises, and threats in a 
manifesto, which also merits attention for the reason that here, for the first 
time, the Bogomiles openly threatened to coalesce with the Turks. That 
would be no treason, says Hrvoja, if he revenged himself upon his enemies. 
Then he promises to pass over to Catholicism : " Do not permit, 0 Queen," 
he writes, " that I, in my old age, should die an unbelieving heathen, when 
I could scarcely expect to have the time, whilst faithfully serving my King, 
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in which to pass over from heathenism to the Catholic Church." "Remember 
that the King and his Magnates have sworn to me an oath, and that I 
have a royal signature thereupon, with the seal of the King and his Mag­
nates. Moreover, thou knowest that I am a Knight of the Order of the 
Dragon, and that only Members of that Order can judge me. Remember, 
for the sake of St. John, that I am Thy Godfather. For the sake of the 
love of God, remember the assurances and oaths given to me." " Should, 
however, all his promises, oaths, and obligations, and my earnest solicita­
tions not suffice for the King, then he must not account it a crime if I 
inform all Christian princes of the promises and oaths pledged to me." 
" So far I have sought no other protection, as my sole refuge has been the 
King ; but if matters remain as they are, I shall seek protection in that 
quarter where I shall find it, ivhether I thereby stand or fall. The Bosnians 
toish to hold out their hand to the Turks, and haze already taken steps towards 
this. The Turks, however, mill in any case equip themselves against 
HungaryZ * 

But in his letter from Pulzano, dated August 1st, 1413, the king-
too proclaims Hrvoja as traitor, and his enemies now took possession 
of the whole of his estates, with the exception of the Bosnian Netherlands 
and his fortress of Almissa. And as Hrvoja now allied himself with Ostoja, 
Sigismund sent Tvrtko II. , who had until then been kept in confinement, 
back to Bosnia. Hrvoja turned to Venice and to John of Naples for 
support, and, deserted by these, finally to the Turks, with whom he had, as 
we know, been allied in bygone days. Now it came to pass, for the first 
time, that the Bogomilian Bosnians coalesced with the Turks, and fought 
against Hungary. The decisive battle, the particulars of which are de­
scribed by Thiiroczy, and also by a Polish chronicler, was fought in August 
1415 at Usora. The defeat of the Hungarians was complete ; the booty of 
the Turks enormous. Their plundering raids extended as far as Cilli, in 
Styria ; John Marothy was taken prisoner by the Turks, and was not released 
until after the lapse of four years, and then only through a ransom of forty 
thousand golden guldens. John Gara and Paul Csupor fell into Hrvoja's hands, 
and he caused Csupor to be sewn into an ox's hide and then cast into 
the water, because he had once, in fun, welcomed Hrvoja's broad, low stature 
and deep voice with a noise like the bellowing of an ox at the Hungarian 
court. Gara after some years set himself free by flight. The Turks, 
however, did not again quit the land; but, on the contrary, mixed themselves 

* Lucius, Mem., p. 392. 
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up in the incessant broils of the Knezes, now here and now there seizing 
upon spoils. Finally, in 1416, they conquered the fortress of Vrhbosna, and 
at the same time the whole of the Zupa, hence the heart of Bosnia. Isak 
Pasha was in command here as Sandjak Beg, and that was how Turkish 
Serajevo came into being. By this time, too, Sandalj of Chlum was also 
governing, " by the grace of God, the great Emperor Muhammud, and 
General Isak." 

In the same year death overtook Hrvoja, the immediate cause of all 
these events. Their more remote origin had, of course, long been active, 
and may be traced back to the first persecution of the Bogomiles. It was 
long before the Bogomiles resolved to call in the Turks. Henceforth events 
rapidly unfolded themselves, until the whole country at length became 
Turkish. Ostoja, the refugee, whom the Turks had driven from his last 
possessions, flattered himself with the hope that he might possibly again 
attain to power should he take Hrvoja's widow to wife. His own wife he 
had, after the Bogomilian fashion, dismissed some time before; and for this 
reason his son also had turned against him. The nobles summoned to the 
Diet by Muhammud decided, however, that Ostoja, the prime cause of all 
these troubles, should be cast into prison. Ostoja supported himself for two 
years more with a few partisans in the western part of the country, until 
in 1418 he died. Some of the nobility chose his son, Stefan Ostojitsh, as 
k ing; but whilst Sandalj never recognized him at all, another party amongst 
the magnates in 1420 drew the sword in the cause of Tvrtko I I . Tvrtkovitsh, 
and with the following year there vanished every trace of Stefan Ostojitsh. 

Tvrtko I I . Tvrtkovitsh ultimately attained to the undisturbed possession 
of his kingdom. Isak Pasha, whom the chronicler Thiiroczy at this time 
also denominates as King of Bosnia, issued from his Sandjak, and attacked 
the Banate of Temes. Thus the first Turkish invasion of Hungary may 
be attributed to Bosnia. Yet the pasha was defeated by Nikolaus Peterffy 
(Petrovitsh), and together with his army was ruined, so that Bosnia also 
was for a time freed from the Turks. 

Nevertheless, in the year 1426, four thousand Turks, under the command 
of Knez Radivoj, an illegitimate son of Ostoja's, again invaded Bosnia. 
The disputes which ensued were long drawn out, and constantly broke out 
afresh. When the Council of Basle, which had been summoned by Pope 
Euo-enius IV. (that it might put an end to heresy, and unite Christianity), 
in view of the danger which threatened from Turkey, turned in the year 
1433 towards Ragusa, with the hope that it would, especially with regard 
to the Bogomiles, mediate between Rome and Bosnia, the Republic ot 
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Ragusa replied to the envoys of the Council that nothing could then be clone, 
as \ i n g Tvrtko was at war with the Turks, who wished to set up a mag­
nate ( / t h e name of Radivoj as king. Radivoj did not indeed become king ; 
but Tvrtko was nevertheless banished. For just in that year (1433) 
Sandalj of Chlum, in conjunction with the Servian Despot George Bran-
kovitsh, bought Bosnia of the Sultan for a sum of money, and after having 
driven Tvrtko away they divided the land between them. 

The Council of Basle were now more than ever taken up with the 

Bosnian " Manichfeans." 
In the transactions of September 3rd, 1434, in which a union with the 

Greek Church was proposed, the Bishop of Treviso* drew the attention 
of the Council to the conversion of the Manichasan heretics in Bosnia. He 
felt himself, he said, all the more moved thereto in that one might indulge 
the hope that their conversion would be as successful as that of the Greeks. 
When he on one occasion appeared in person, with mitre and full vest­
ments, amongst the Bosnians, he was received with such humility by them 

Coins of Tvrtko II. Tvrtkovitsh. 

that he was scarcely able to prevent their kissing his feet. And it would 
have been just, too, that the Council should be moved to jrity for them, as 
they had in the previous year suffered terribly at the hands of the Turks. 
In consequence of this proposition the Papal legate called upon the orator 
to name some one to whom this mission could be entrusted, whereupon the 
bishop declared that he would undertake the task with pleasure, yea, that 
he was himself prepared to become a sacrifice to the same.! 

In the February of 1435 the Roman Emperor (Sigismund, King of 
Hungary) informed the Council that the King of Bosnia had surrendered 
to him, and as he was desirous of returning- to the arms of the Catholic 
Church, he (the Emperor) called upon the Council to be careful for the 

* " Terbipolensis" would certainly be more likely to be Tennpolensh, Treviso, than 

Hfi-bipohnsis, Wiirzburg. The Italian bishops very frequently went upon Papal missions 

to Bosnia, whilst a Wiirzburg bishop would hardly have ventured thi ther . 

t Joannis de Segovia, Histor/a gestorum generalis synodi Basiliensis, i., lib. ix., c. v., p . 750 

(Monumenta concil. yen. seculi decimi quinti Cone. Bos. Scriptormn. Tom. Sec). 
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conversion of the Bosnian king and people. Then, under pressure from 
John of Ragusa, the Council in June passed a resolution by which the 
Papal legate and the Cardinal of Arelata, as Papal presidents, and the 
Viennese "Abbot of the Scots," besides the Bishop of Freisingen, were 
commissioned to superintend the Legation which was to be sent to Bosnia, 
together with the other necessary measures connected therewith.* 

On July 18th, 1435, in the presence of the Emperor and Duke Albert 
of Austria, there took place at Briinn the interview between the envoys of 

he Council and the Bohemians, Walnar, Kostka, Dinicius, and Roksanna, 
concerning the arrangement with the Hussites. The latter were prepared 
to comply if the words " et sanctorum patrum instituta" were crossed out 
in the final clause of the deed of unity. The envoys of the Council could 
not agree to this, but were prepared to add, if it would satisfy the Bohemians, 
" ad quam quilibet bonus et fidelis ecclesiasticus tenetur" (which is the duty 
of every good and true servant of the Church). And as the Bohemians 
insisted on the erasure, the envoys declared this to be impossible, upon the 
ground that the Greeks, Bosnians, Arians, and all those who call them­
selves Christians promised obedience to the laws of God, but not to the 
institutions of the holy Fathers ; yet it was just in this that the good 
Christians differed from the others.! 

On December 21st, 1435, the envoys of the Council deputed to convert 
the Bosnian king—that is, the Bishop of Constance, John Polomaris, 
Martinus decanus Turonensis, and Thomas von Haselbach, Vicar of Wolkenstein 
—were in Stuhlweissenburg, where they went to meet the Emperor Sigismund, 
with his consort, Duke Albert of Austria with his consort, several magnates, 
and the King of Bosnia, returning from the chase.J At this time an Italian 
monk " de ordine minorum de observancia," who had visited Bosnia, held 
daily services in Latin, in Stuhlweissenburg, which were interpreted by a 
Hungarian priest. Just on that 21st of December, as the King of Bosnia 
entered Stuhlweissenburg, this monk had said a great deal about h im; 
had called him a Pseudo-Christian (" era-t fictus Christianus"), who had not 
truly and honourably accepted baptism, had even impeded i t ; that the fratres 
rninores who dwelt in his country had baptized those belonging to him. § 
Upon this report Sigismund, in the presence of the envoys, earnestly requested 

* Joannis de Segovia, Historia gestorum generalis synodi Basiliensis, l, lib. ix., c. v., p. 750 
(Monumenta concil. gen. seculi decimi quinti Cone. Bas. Scriptorum. Tom. Sec.). 

t Joannes de Turonis, Regestrum. Mon. . . . Scriptorum. Tom.,i., 803. 
j Thomas Ebendorfer's Diarkim Monum. . . . Script, i , 757. 
§ ./Egidius Carlerius, Liber de Legationibus. Mon. . . . Script., i., 676. 
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the King of Bosnia to be careful that his people should be baptized within 
six months, and entreated the envoys to declare their views as to the nature 
and manner of bringing this to pass. * 

Sigismund received the third embassy from the Council in the presence 
of the King of Bosnia, as it happened, on March 19th, 1436, in Pressbnrg. f 
It was just in this year that Tvrtko, who had meantime been living in 
Hungary, at last settled down in his own country. But he found himself, 
nevertheless, in a melancholy plight. Usora and the Salt District 
were still in the hands of the Despot. In the high fortress of Vrhbosna 
was again ensconced the Turkish pasha, the Sandjak Beg Izam, to whom 
also Stefan Vuktshitsh, nephew and successor to Sandalj of Chlum, who 
had died in 1435, owed obedience. Tvrtko found that the only means by 
which he could maintain himself in his kingdom was, to swear allegiance 
to the Sultan Murad II., to recognize his suzerainty, and to engage to pay a 
tribute of twenty-five thousand ducats. In 1442, Ragusa demanded and 
received of the Sultan the confirmation of its Bosnian privileges. 

Under such circumstances it was obvious that the Council was debarred 
from in any way attaining its object in Bosnia. To be sure matters went 
so far that a Bogomilian deputation actually appeared in Basle. The negotia­
tions, however, were as little fruitful of results as those with the Greeks, 
the Hussites, and others. 

Yet Tvrtko spared no pains to alleviate the misery of the country. 
When, after the death of Albert II. , in the year 1440, Wladislav the Pole 
had been elected King of Hungary, an embassy from Tvrtko appeared before 
him, which, appealing to the community of ancestry and language between 
the Poles and Bosnians, as well as to the " ancient, sacred" relations between 
Hungary and Bosnia, begged for help against the Turks. Tvrtko quite 
realized the dangers of this step. In 1441, he addressed a petition to Venice, 
that it would allow him to remove his treasure thither, and in case of 
necessity to flee thither himself. Nay, he even begged of the Venetian 
Republic, that it would either secretly or openly take over the government 
of his country ; if it should, however, not be in a position to do this, then 
to send him arms and ammunition. In 1442, he sent still larger sums of 
money to Ragusa for security. At last, in this same year, there came the 
first news of Johann Hunyady's victories, and from this time forth as 
" Janko Sibinjan," Janko von Hermannstadt, he remained an honoured hero 

* ^Sgidius Carlerius, Liber de Legationibus. Mon. . . . Script., i., 676. 

t Joannis de Turonis, Regestrum. Mon. . . . Script., i. 791. 
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amongst the Southern Slavs. One of the hills near Serajevo still bears the 
name of " Hnnyadi-Brdo." Bosnian troops, too, now hastened to join Hunyady's 
army. In 1443, in the narrow pass of Kunovitza in Bulgaria, Hunyady 
knocked Murad II.'s army on the head, and in accordance with the peace 
concluded in 1444 the Turks once more retired from Bosnia. Tvrtko did 
not live to see this triumph ; he had died in 1443. From the records of a 
Croatian chronicle it may be concluded that the Bogomiles preferred the 
Turkish suzerainty to the Hungarian, and that Stefan Vuktshitsh, at this 
time supported on the one side by the Turks, and on the other by the 
Bogomiles, had made Chlum absolutely independent of Bosnia. 

A Bogomile king was selected as successor to Tvrtko II . Tvrtkovitsh. 
The House of Kotroman had died out. Only two illegitimate sons of Ostoja's, 
by a Bogomilian woman, Radivoj and Thomas 
Stefan, were living. The Bosnian nobles did 
not select the elder, Radivoj, who had given 
himself up completely to the Turks, but Thomas, 
who up till that time had lived in the most 
modest retirement with a Bogomilian family of 
low extraction. From tais family, too, he had 
taken a wife, and that, too, after the Bogomilian 
manner, upon condition " that she should remain 
faithful and kind to him." 

Thomas, although a Bogomile, never hid 
„ . . , „ ., ., , , ,, , ,, -„ . .Seal of Tvrtko II. upon one of King 
from himself the knowledge that the Bosnian , n 

° 1 nomas s records. 

kingdom had only Hungary to rest upon in face 
of the double danger which threatened him on the side of the now powerful 
oligarchy, and of the Turks. There exists a record dated June 3rd, 1444, 
in which Thomas expresses his thanks to John Hunyady the Commander-
in-chief, who had already attained to universal fame, for his friendship and 
favour, promises him in recognition thereof three thousand ducats yearly, 
and all possible assistance, and invites him to Bosnia, where, he would at all 
times be glad to see him.* Thomas even went further. Pope Eugenius IV. 
did not relinquish his plans with reference to the unity of Christendom, 
and in connection herewith his first thoughts were of Bosnia, where the 
Bogomile faith had already almost grown to be the dominant religion, so 

* The record upon which Thomas has impressed the seal of Tvrtko I I . (vide illustration), 

having first reached Anspach with the Rakdczy-Archive, and thence, in 1785, having been placed 

with the Vienna Archive, has been traced thence in 1787 to the Hungarian Exchequer 

Archive. 
C 
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that not only the people, and the leading magnates, but even the kings 
belonged to it, Tvrtko II . alone excepted. Tvrtko was entirely under the 
influence of Sigismund. The Pope consequently despatched Thomas Bishop 
of Lesina to Bosnia. In 1430, the bishop had attempted to win over Stefan 
Vuktshitsh, the mainstay of the Bogomilian cause, to the Catholic .Church. 

Repulsed by him, he turned to King Thomas, who had hitherto also 
been a zealous Bogomile, and who, moreover, dreaded lest the Bogomiles, 
should he forsake the national faith, would unite themselves with the Turks 
against him. On the other hand, however, he felt that the only effective 
support which he could find against the clanger from Turkey lay in the 
west of Europe, a support which had been definitely promised to him on 
the part of the Papal legate. The result of the long, tedious negotiations,, 
however, was, that the king declined the crown offered him by the Pope,, 
and also the creation of the much-desired bishoprics ; he justified his action 
on the ground that his influence upon the Bogomiles and the Orthodox, the 
latter of whom had also, even at this time, outnumbered the reduced number-
of Catholics, would not permit of his falling in with the wishes of the. 
Pojie. He himself, howrever, became Catholic, chiefly owing to the influence 
of John Hunyady. He at the same time petitioned the Pope to remove 
from him the stigma of illegitimacy, and to annul his marriage, on account, 
of both of which he was sneered at by the Waywodes. The Pope consequently 
released him, by means of a document dated May 29th, 1445, both from 
the stain of his illegitimate birth, and from his marriage bond, which had, 
moreover, only been celebrated after the Bogomilian manner. 

The king, who was now deliberating the reconciliation of the powerful 
Bogomiles, sued for and gained the hand of Stefan Vuktshitsh's daughter-
Katharina. 

The Grand Waywode of Chlum, wdio saw with pleasure his daughter-
ascend the royal throne, also gave his consent to Katharina being received 
into the arms of the Catholic Church. Encouraged by this example, the King 
Radivoj and other magnates also now accepted the Catholic faith. Not 
content with all this, however, the king went still further in the hushing up, 
of the Bogomiles, giving, for instance, the Bogomilian magnates the assurance 
that all their lawsuits, even when it was a question of high treason, should 
be submitted to the judgment of the " Dzed " (the head of the Bogomile 
Church), the Bosnian Church, and " good Bosnians." The monks complained 
of him to the Pope on account of this proceeding, and the king saw himself 
compelled to justify himself by the assertion that he was only favourable to. 
the heretics in appearance, and for so long as they should continue to. be 
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powerful and to be dreaded ; the honour which he accorded to their representa­
tives was only common courtesy, and had nothing to do with that religious 
homage which might be offensive in the sight of God. So soon, however, 
as he should have the power, he would force the heretics to turn back into 
the true way, and would banish the refractory, or put them to death. 

That the persecution of the Bogomiles now commenced is also proved 
by the resolutions in the Diet of the year 1446 ; they have been handed 

Coins of King Thomas (partly with Slavonic circumscription, Gospodin Tomas Krai Bosne). 

down to us through an interesting and in many respects exact record, which 

runs 
" We, Thomas Stefan, by the Grace of God, King of Bosnia, Servia, 

Illyria, and the Primorje, and of the Dalmatian and Coravian provinces, 
hereby publish and proclaim to all whom it may concern, that in the General 
Assembly {in generali congregations), held in the town of Konjitza (in pago 
nostro de Cogniz), in the which our loyal subjects, the Princes of the Church, 
Barons, Waywodes, and representatives {proceribus), as well as the elected 
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nobles of the counties of Our Kingdom, gave counsel concerning the peace and 
well-being of the Realm, and amongst other useful ordinances humbly sub­
mitted the following Articles that we might be pleased to accept them : 

" I. The ManichEeans shall build no new Churches, nor shall be permitted 

to restore the old. 
" I I . The property granted to the Church of Rome shall never be taken 

from her. 
" I I I . Murderers shall be arrested by command of the King ; the half of 

their property shall fall to the State Treasury, the other half to the heirs 
of the murdered man. 

" I V . The councillors, secretaries, waywodes, and counts of Our royal 
throne (sedis regies) are bound to place an oath of fealty in the King's hand 
before taking up office. 

" V. The Duke of St. Sava (Herzegh Sancti Sabbae) is only legally so if 
he has been appointed by the King of Bosnia, Rascia, Illyria, and if he has 
immediately upon his nomination placed an oath of fealty in the hands of 
his Royal Majesty. Otherwise, he shall be punished by the King. 

" VI. The incestuous and corrupters of their kin shall always pay the 
penalty, therefore, with their lives. 

" V I I . Betrayers of fortified towns {castra) and fortresses shall forfeit 
their lives; so shall also the coiners of base money. 

" For their eternal commemoration and strengthening do we sanction these 
Articles here written down, under our Great Seal, upon the advice, and with 
the co-operation of the dignitaries of the Church, magnates, waywodes, and 
representatives of our entire Kingdom. 

" Given at Konjitza, and written by our dear and faithful father in Christ 
the Right Reverend Vladimir Vladimirovitsh, Bishop of the Greek Church at 
Kreshevo and the Narenta, Secretary to Our Court {aula), Doctor of Greek 
Literature and Laws, in the 1446th year of the Redeemer, the third of Our 
reign, on the day of St. Ivan, in the presence of the Right Reverend Thomas, 
Bishop of Lesina and Legate of the Holy Apostolic Chair; of Theophanus, 
Bishop of Dioclea and Ipek, the Greek Patriarch of Our Rascian Kingdom; the 
Servian Metropolitan Maximus; Johann Metropolitan of Marna ; the right 
reverend fathers, in our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Order of the Minorites of 
St. Francis ; of the apostolic nuncius and delegate in Our Kingdom of Rascia, 
Eugenius Summo ; of the Grand Inquisitor of Bosnia and Episcopal Vicar; 
Michael of Zara ; also of the eminent and illustrious Stepan, Duke of St. Sava, 
and his sons ; of Our beloved brother Radivoj, Banus of Jaitze ; of Our Judex 
Curia, the Count Radivoj Vladimirovitsh ; of Our Judge Stefan Vlatkovitsh, 
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Banus of Usora; of the Waywode of the Dalmatian Provinces, John 
Kovatshitsh ; of the Waywode of Glashinatz, Our Lord High Steward, Peter 
Pavlovitsh; of the Waywode of Zvornik, Our Lord High Cup-bearer, Pava 
Grubjetitsh ; of the Waywode of Valeria, Prefect of Our Servian Kingdom, 
Nikola Altamanovitsh ; of the Waywode and Prefect of Our Rascian Kingdom, 
Vladimir Jamorektovitsh, and other Waywodes of Our Kingdom." * 

If King Thomas had not up till now advanced with greater energy to 
the persecution of the Bogomiles, the cause must be sought in the danger 
from Turkey, which had in the meantime increased. Vladislav King of 
Hungary had fallen in the unhappy battle of Varna. George Brankovitsh, 
with whom Thomas, in view of the Turkish storm, had entered into such 
friendly relations, that amongst other things they caused common coins to 
be struck, had again sworn allegiance to the Turks, and had garrisoned 
Srebernitza, which, since Hunyacly's great siege, had again belonged to 
Bosnia. In 1448, Brankovitsh took John Hunyady himself prisoner on his 
flight through Servia from the unfortunate battle, on the Kossovo-polje ; and.in 
the same year Thomas directly petitioned the Pope for help against Brankovitsh. 
Finally, according to the peace of Semendria of 1449, at the drawing up of 
which Brankovitsh represented the Porte, and Ladislaus Gara, Hungary, Bosnia 
again became bound to the payment of tribute to the Porte. 

After the expiration of the seven years' treaty of peace, however, not only 
the Pope, but Hunyady also demanded the fulfilment of the promise regarding 
the extirpation of the heretics. 

* The Jesuit, Farlato, who gives this record, received it nominally from the Vladimir­
ovitsh family. I give the record, because it appears probable that it rests upon actual facts, 
and that it is founded upon a genuine document. In the form, however, in which it has been 
transmitted to us through Farlato, I consider it to be a forgery, in the same way as many other 
Bosnian records have been more or less tampered with for religious or private reasons. 
Amongst others, I have the following reasons for considering this record to be a forgery : 

Of " Illyria," which is here mentioned in the king's title, nothing was at that time known 
in Bosnia ; to the Middle Ages it was in general only known as a geographical idea come 
down from the time of the Romans ; the name never appears in any reliable document, and 
is an invention of that Catholic-Croatian Propaganda which may be traced back to the times 
of the Jesuit Farlato, and which attempted to force the Illyrian province of antiquity, under the 
leadership of the Croatians, into national and religious unity; that Stefan Vuktshitsh should 
already at that time have agreed to the contents of this record is not credible, neither was 
he created duke until later. The title of Banus of Jajtze given to Radivoj was not created till 
afterwards, during the kingship of Ujlaky. Altamanovitsh is in the record designated as " Pre­
fect of Our Kingdom of Servia ; " but the Servian Despotate was first granted at the Diet of 
Szegedin in 1458 by Mathias Hunyady to King Thomas's son; up to that time the Bosnian 
kings had neither possessed nor claimed Servia as distinguished from Rascia. 
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As the persecution of the Bogomiles began in about 1450, the Bogomilian 
priors, many magnates, and a large number of the people—some forty thousand 
in all—fled to Stefan Vuktshitsh, to the Turks, and to Brankovitsh, to solicit 
their aid against the king. The first to respond to this appeal was George 
Brankovitsh, who had but recently come into possession of a part of Bosnia. 
But King Thomas soon had his difficulties with Stefan Vuktshitsh too. The 
Great Waywode of Chlum, who had long aspired to the position of an in­
dependent prince, in 1448 still acknowledged the Emperor Frederick III. , 
who laid claim to the Hungarian throne as his sovereign. From him, too, he 
received his title of Duke (Herzog) of St. Sava, after the Tomb of St. Sava, which 
stood upon Stefan's property in the monastery of Mileshevo. Thenceforward 
people began to call his country Herzegovina. 

At just the time when the Bogomiles were beginning to fly to hhn for 
protection, the newly created duke repudiated his wife, for the sake of an Italian 
adventuress, who had come into the country in company with some Florentine 
merchants. The discarded wife and her son Knez Vladislav took refuge in 
Ragusa. The duke demanded their surrender, and as this demand met with a 
refusal he attacked the town with an armed host. The Republic turned to several 
European powers for aid, and naturally first of all to the King of Bosnia. 
Thomas had three weighty grounds of complaint to urge against Duke Stefan : 
to begin with, he had deliberately severed the bond which as a subject bound him 
to the king ; secondly, he had with open arms received such of the Bogomiles as 
had fled to him ; thirdly, he had ignominiously divorced his wife, and she was 
the queen's mother. The king therefore responded to the appeal from Ragusa, 
that he " would arise with all his power." But alas ! when he summoned his 
waywodes and vassals to fight against Stefan Vuktshitsh, most of them declined 
to proceed against the duke, so that the king found himself compelled to lead 
such forces as he had under his command against the rebellious magnates 
themselves. 

In the meantime, Duke Stefan had called the Venetians to his aid, and they 
had seized the opportunity of themselves taking possession of the entire shore 
from the Cetina to the Narenta ; he at the same time turned to the Turks for 
support, and his request for aid reached them just as they were nestling down in 
Fotsha, and installing a Sandjak-Beg,* with the title, indeed, of Sandjak-Beg 
of Herzegovina. When Duke Stefan, in 1454, concluded peace with Ragusa, 
he already acknowledged himself to be a vassal of the Sultan's, and had 
undertaken never again to attack Ragusa, " excepting upon the command of 

* Sangiacate, a division of a Turkish pashawlic. 
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that Mighty Ruler, His Majesty Mehemed Bey, Sultan of Turkey." In a deed 
of 1459 he signs himself, " by the grace of God and that great sovereign. 
my Lord, the Emperor Emir Sultan Mehemed Bey, I, Stefan Duke of St.. 

Sava." 
Duke Stefan had scarcely made his peace with Ragusa, with his son, and 

with the magnates who had attached themselves to them, before he commenced 
to make preparations for attacking the King of Bosnia with a powerful army, 
in order to satisfy his own resentment and pride, and the claims of the 
Bogomiles. 

By the side of these there wras yet another motive power. The Croatian 
Ban Peter Talovatz, the greatest landowner on the Bosnian borders, had died in 
the year 1453. Thomas was now seeking the hand of the Ban's widow for his 
son Stefan, and with her hand he also hoped to obtain her possessions, in order 
to thus secure a further prop to the firm establishment of his owm power. 

Duke Stefan, however, had lately become a widower, and he, too, had cast 
his eye upon Banitza Hedwig and her property. 
Into this contest there also stepped the new 
Croatian Ban Ulrich of Cilli, who was at any 
rate desirous of owning the estates of his pre­
decessor. The battle to which this dispute led 
was fought upon the Croatian borders. 

The campaign was not yet concluded when 
the Sultan, who had heretofore supported the 

Duke, and who was just then making preparations for a fresh expedition 
against Hungary, suddenly, in the beginning of the. year 1456, demanded, in 
addition to the usual tribute, twro thousand measures of grain, and the surrender 
of four fortresses, threatening, should his proposals be rejected, the total 
annihilation of Bosnia. 

The evil effects of the last persecution of the Bogomiles gathered to a head 
with frightful rapidity, resulting in a tempest which threatened the very existence 
of Bosnia. King Thomas saw himself at one and the same time at wrar with 
the Bogomile magnates, and through them with the Despot of Servia, with 
Stefan Vuktshitsh, and with the Turks, and in spite of everything the Bosnian 
kingdom yet once again—though for the last time—won fresh glory. I t is of 
the very nature of political blunders that in their immediate results they only 
warn, then they menace, and finally, and not until after they have been oft-repeated 
and persevered in, wreak their revenge. Even after that, wheu all is really 
lost and undermined, history, like great dramatic poets, loves to revive the lost 
illusion, to let it seem to recover from the stunning crash, just as though it 

Common Coin of King Thomas and 
the Despot Djurdge (George 
Brankovitsh). 
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might even yet take a favourable turn, and a rescue, might yet prove possible. 
She only calls the illusion back to life, however, in order to show that after 
great sins, and mistakes long persisted in, no energy, no wisdom, can longer 
suffice to stave off the final verdict of the catastrophe. Disaster itself has no 
power over a healthy constitution ; but no run of luck can save the constitution 
that is undermined. 

Muhammed II . had, on May 29th, 1453, to the terror of all Christendom, 
taken Constantinople by storm. Passing from triumph to triumph, he had 
within a year overthrown all the Grecian, Albanian, and Servian States, and in 
1454 called upon George Brankovitsh to surrender his entire country to him. 
The Despot saw no alternative but to hand over Servia without, striking- a blow 
for it, and to flee to Hungary and petition John Hunyady for help. The result 
of this was, that Muhammed's troops, who had until then proved irresistible, 
were in 1455 compelled by the Hungarians under Hunyady to retreat from 
Servia. Mad with rage, Muhammed, in 1456, advanced against Hungary with 
one hundred and fifty thousand men and three hundred cannon ; but wras again, 
and this time completely, beaten by Hunyady and the Monk Capistran, under 
the walls of Belgrade, on the 21st and 22nd of July. 

Possessed by the enthusiasm which this victory of the Hungarian arms 
called forth throughout Christendom, Thomas Ostojitsh not only declined to 
surrender his fortresses, but also withheld the stipulated tribute from the Porte, 
and proclaimed a crusade against the Turks. The Pope instructed his legate to 
forward a third of the moneys collected for the crusade to the King'of Bosnia (the 
remaining thirds were designed for the King of Hungary and George Castriota in 
Albania), and commanded Venice, and even Stefan Vuktshitsh, to support Thomas 
in his enterprise. On July 29th, 1457, however, when the Pope learnt through 
the king's emissaries that he was already taking the field, he wrote to him : 
"Arise, champion of Christ; war manfully against the barbarians, and thou shalt 
see that by the blessing of God thou shalt attain to a glorious victory." 

As a matter of fact, King Thomas did in 1458 conquer a few of the districts 
lying on the borders of Bosnia and Servia ; but as the action of Hungary was 
crippled by the intervening death of John Hunyady and of King Ladislaus, and 
as King Thomas's emissaries, whom he sent to the Venetian Republic, to Milan, 
Burgundy, and Naples in succession, brought him no assurances of assistance, 
Thomas concluded a peace with Muhammed, and even renewed his promises of 
tribute. 

King Thomas's position had meanwhile steadily improved. He had 
punished the Bogomilian barons ; he had made peace with Turkey ; the 
matters in dispute with Croatia were drawing to a close, whilst he relinquished 
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his ideas of a Croatian marriage ; Duke Stefan kept quiet, if not exactly in 
obedience to a command from the Pope, yet under the impression produced by 
Hunyady's victory. Thomas had, however, gained most in Servia. True, he was 
still at war with Brankovitsh in 1455 ; but the Despot died in the course of the 
following year, and Thomas, in view of their common clanger from Turkey, 
entered into such a close alliance with his son, that his own son Stefan 
Tomashevitsh betrothed himself to Jelatsha, daughter of the Despot Lazar, 
and thereby not only succeeded to the reversion of the provinces that had 
been torn away from Bosnia, but also acquired land in the Servian Despotate. 
After the death of Lazar, at the Diet held at Szegeclin in 1458, at which 
King Thomas and his son took part, the newly elected King of Hungary, 
Mathias Corvinus, confirmed Stefan Tomashevitsh in the Servian Despotate, and 
the whole of the Despot's Hungarian possessions, although it was not until later, 
on April 1st, 1459, that Tomashevitsh led his betrothed home as a bride. 

Bosnia had, however, now attained to its highest point in this new ascent. 
So early as the 20th of June in this year, Semendria, the most important fortress 
on Servian-Hungarian borders, was wrenched from the weak hands of Stefan 
Tomashevitsh by Muhammed II., hardly a blow having been struck for it ; and 
by its fall the whole of Servia fell into the hands of the Turks. The whole 
-of Christendom and King Mathias himself accused Thomas and his son of 
treachery. The King of Bosnia sent in his own justification a deputation to the 
Pope, which was, however, tampered with by Mathias, as he believed that the 
Bosnian embassy had been sent to Rome to solicit a crown. " Beloved son," 
wrote the Pope to him, "we are not so inexperienced in these matters, and 
do not dispense our favours so lightly, that we should not realize what results 
might follow upon such a gift. We know also what King Thomas's crimes have 
been towards thee and the whole of Christendom. We know that many have 
petitioned for this crown, yet have never received it, And, moreover, if under 
any circumstances we should bestow it, we should not do so without first inform­
ing thee of the matter, for we know that thou hast a claim thereupon." Mean­
while, the Turks were'pressing more and more heavily upon the King of Bosnia. 

Whilst Mathias was carrying- on a correspondence with the Pope, and was 
waging war with the German Emperor Frederick III . , the Bosnian king was 
compelled to grant a passage through to Hungary to Hassan Pasha, who 
appeared at the head of a Turkish army. Thomas renewed his offer to Venice 
of the whole of his kingdom, if it would only send him aid ; but in spite of this, 
Venice confined itself to expressing the hope that Thomas would, after the 
example of his ancestors, be himself in a position to maintain the integrity of his 
kingdom through his own wisdom and with the help of God. 
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Now, too, Stefan Vuktshitsh began to realize his own pressing peril, and 
exerted himself to at least secure for his own person and personal treasures 
a refuge to fly to in Venice in all emergencies. 

Finally, in the year 1460, the new Croatian Ban Paul Sperantshitsh 
attacked the arraigned King of Bosnia, and in this war Thomas met with 
his death on July 10th, 1401. According to the Croatian chronicler he died 
by the hand of his own son, and of Knez Radivoj. 

And now we come to the last king, and to the final catastrophe. 
One of Stefan Tomashevitsh's first acts as a ruler was the utterance of 

Coins of Stefan Tomashevitsh (some with the Slavonic inscription, Stefan Krai). 

a cry of despair to the Pope. In the address read, at a solemn conclave in 
1463, by his ambassador, the words ran thus : 

" Holy Father ! We, Stefan Tomashevitsh, King of Bosnia, send to Thee 
this embassy, because the Turkish Emperor Muhammed will attack us in 
the coming year, and his army stands in readiness. We. shall not be able 
to withstand such power, and have therefore called to our aid the Venetians, 
the Hungarians, and George of Albania, and to Thee do we make the same 
appeal." . . . " Thy predecessor offered our father the Crown. . . . Our 
father hesitated because he feared the Turks, and had not yet expelled the 
ManichEeans from the country. . . . We do not fear, as our father did, and 
we therefore beg for the Crown and for holy Bishops, as a sign that Thou 
wilt not desert us." 

He goes on to petition that the Pope will direct the Venetians to send 
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him arms, and also that he will use his influence with King Mathias, otherwise 
Bosnia must be mined. " The Turks are already constructing fortresses in 
our Kingdom ; they are friendly towards the peasantry, and promise them 
freedom." . . . " Neither can those Magnates, who are deserted by the 
peasants, maintain themselves in their castles." " I f Muhammed would rest 
content with our Kingdom, and would not travel further, we might leave 
it to its fate, without disturbing the rest of Christendom on its account. His 
insatiable love of power, however, knows no bounds. After conquering us, he 
will grasp Hungary and the Dalmatian estates belonging to Venice, and 
then pass through Carniola and Istria into Italy, for this, too, he wishes to 
conquer, and he often talks of Rome, after the possession of which he lusteth. 
If, as the result of the indifference of Christendom, he conquers our land, it 
will then be possible to him, from this point, to carry his designs on to fruition. 
We shall be the first to fall a victim ; but after us the same fate will speedily 
overtake the Hungarians, the Venetians, and other races. Thus thinks our 
enemy. We inform Thee of that which we know, in order that it may 
never be said that we never brought it to Thy knowledge, and in order 
that we may never be accused of Thoughtlessness. Our father forewarned 
Thy predecessor Nikolaus and the Venetians of the fall of Constantinople ; 
and to the great hurt of Christendom has the city of the Emperors, the 
throne of the Patriarchs, the pillar of Greece, been destroyed. Now we tell 
Thee beforehand, if Thou wilt believe us, and wilt send succour, we shall 
be saved. Without this we are lost, and after us, the others. This doth 
Stefan foretell to Thee, Do Thou, Father of Christendom, advise and 
help ! " * 

Clearly did the King of Bosnia foresee his fate. 
It is true, that in November 1461 he was crowned by the hand of the 

Papal legate, a thing that had never happened before. The coronation took 
place at Jajtza, Vladislaus and Vlatko, the sons of the Duke of St. Sava, 
being present; and in this fortress Stefan took up his residence, as Bobovatz 
was no longer secure against the Turks. Stefan Vuktshitsh himself, under 
pressure from the Turks, was compelled to pay forty thousand ducats to the 
Pasha of Servia, and this induced him to at last make his peace with the 
King of Bosnia, nay, even to acknowledge his suzerainty. The dispute, too, 
with King Mathias was adjusted by the Pope. 

At all events, Mathias broke out into bitter complaints over the coronation 
which had been brought about through the agency of the Papal legate. " We 

* Katona, Hist crit, xiv., p. 491—494. 
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entreat of Thy Holiness," wrote the King of Hungary to the Pope, " not to 
increase the arrogance of this person through too much compliance. And if 
Thy Holiness's Legates have acted against Thy orders, refute their action. 
Especially do Thou leave to us that which is ours by right. . . . Furthermore 
we will, whatever may have happened up to now, always listen to the advice 
of Thy Holiness ; and we will receive the King again into our favour directly 
his emissaries shall ask our pardon, provided only that he in the future 
perform his duty, and rectify the past through obedience in the future.'' 
At the same time, Mathias instructed his messengers to draw the Pope's 
attention to the rights of Hungary, so that the Bosnian king might not be 
emboldened to dream of entire independence.* By 1462, the King of Bosnia 
had already contributed considerable sums of money towards the redemption 
of the sacred crown of Hungary, which had remained in the possession of 
Frederick I I I . ; had stationed Hungarian garrisons in several of his fortresses, 
and had undertaken to revoke the Turkish tribute. 

But King Mathias, who had at that time already taken up arms against 
the Bohemian Hussites, then in alliance with the Bogomilies, and who was 
disputing the Bohemian crown with George Podiebrad, the Hussite, demanded 
also the strict persecution of the Bogomiles. 

The Catholic world was at that time saturated with the conviction that, 
in face of the pressing danger menacing it from the Turks, unity in Christendom 
was then more necessary than ever before ; whilst, as a matter of fact, the 
Bogomiles had already entered into close relations with the Turks. Of 
reconciliation, in the sense of mutual toleration, and other ideas of the 
nineteenth century, of course there could be no thought in the fifteenth, 
at the time when the Reformation, beginning to be felt all over Europe, had 
lead to the clashing of strong convictions, until hatred and mutual condemnation 
had risen to the point of fanaticism. 

All this, however, only hastened the catastrophe. 
Numbers of Bosnian Bogomiles were already domiciled ' amongst the 

Turks, and such of the barons as had only embraced the Catholic faith under 
compulsion, but who had in secret remained faithful to the Bogomilian faith, 
lost no time in informing Muhammed of the preparations being made at the 
Bosnian court. 

Muhammed now, in order to obtain an opinion of the situation at first 

hand, at once despatched a special messenger to Bosnia to gather in the 

tribute, and his envoy being abruptly dismissed, Muhammed began to prepare 

for war. 

* Katona, Hist, crit, xiv., p. 494—501. 
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We know of this expedition through several contemporary chronicles 
The most important of these is that by the renegade Michael Constantinovitsh 
of Ostrovitza, who himself took part in the expedition.* 

Of all the strange tales of these chronicles, the strangest is that which 
tells how Muhammed I I . himself travelled through Bosnia in disguise ; how 
he was recognized by the King in Bobovatz, but was liberated upon parole. 
Thus much appears certain, that King Stefan had been terrified by the 
Sultan's preparations for war, and that, seeing he must not count too much 
upon any friendly support, had petitioned for a longer truce, which, according 
to the chronicles, was to be of fifteen years' duration. The Ostrovitza renegade 
asserts that he himself warned the Bosnian envoy at Adrianople, where the 
Sultan's army was lying in readiness to take the field, that though Muhammed 
might grant the truce he would not himself observe it. As a matter of fact,, 
the Sultan, immediately on the departure of the envoy, did press forward 
with one hundred and fifty thousand cavalry, and innumerable foot soldiers, 
and auxiliaries. One portion of the army, under the command of Ali Beg 
Pasha of Servia, took the direct road towards Hungary, whereby the King 
of Bosnia was still deceived, and his fears to a certain extent allayed. But 
Mahomed Pasha fell, with a body of twenty thousand light cavalry, upon the 
Bosnian Drina territory, and the Sultan followed up this opening attack with 
the main army. Muhammed conquered the Podrinje, and caused the Waywode 
there to be beheaded ; he then drew up before the walls of Bobovatz, and on 
the 19th of May commenced the siege of this stronghold. Bobovatz, which 
had survived so many sieges, would have proved defensible on this occasion 
too, had not the commandant, Knez Radak, been, in secret, a Bogomile, who> 
had only embraced the Catholic faith under compulsion, and he surrendered 
the fortress on the third day of the siege. Muhammed rewarded him for 
his treachery by death ; the people to this clay point out the rock Rada-
kovitza, lying between Sutiska and Borovitza, whereon the traitor is supposed 
to have been beheaded. 

King Stefan, who had relied upon the resistance of Bobovatz, had intended 
to await the junction of his own forces with those urgently solicited from 
abroad, in Jajtza. But, after the terrible news of the fall of Bobovatz, together 
with the news that most of his magnates were offering no resistance whatever 
to the Sultan, he quitted Jajtza in haste with a very weak following and 
endeavoured to escape to Hungary. 

In the midst of his flight, just as he was going to make a brief halt at 
the fortress of Kljutsh, Mahomed Pasha's light horse overtook him, and 

* Published by J. Safarik, Glasnik srbsk., xviii. 
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uiiounded the town thus cutting him off from all rescue. On the fourth 
day, Stefan Tomashevitsh surrendered himself, after having received an under-
akin g m writing from Mahomed Pasha in which he swore, in the name of 

the Sultan, that the lung should not be subjected to ill-treatment. With this 
ended al resistance to Muhammed. Within a single week the Sultan took 
seventy towns and fortresses: according to Kritobulos the Greek, it was 
close upon three hundred. Muhammed appointed the renegade Michael 
Oonstantinovitsh as Captain of Jajtza. 

Having made himself master of Bosnia, Muhammed turned in the middle 
of June towards Herzegovina. Here he met with a determined resistance • 
and this difference in the defence of the two countries shows most distinctly 
that the real cause of the ruin of Bosnia lay in the persecution of the Bogomiles. 
Fiercely did the Bogomilian people defend their Bogomilian prince and his 
land. After Muhammed had laid fruitless siege to Blagaj, Duke Stefan's 
capital, and had become convinced that he would not meet with such an easy 
victory here as in Bosnia, where no one had stood to his arms, he turned 
his back on Herzegovina and returned to Constantinople. He condemned 
one hundred thousand prisoners to slavery, and thirty thousand youths he 
placed among the Janizaries.* In spite of their letters of indemnity, he com­
manded that King Stefan Tomashevitsh and Radivoj and his son should be 
beheaded. According to others, he ordered them to be flayed alive.! Queen 
Maria, many of the magnates, and a large number of the people—their 
descendants are still called " Dalmatians "—fled into Hungary. 

The greater number of the magnates, however, who had formerly only 
left the Bogomilian faith under compulsion, now willingly abandoned the 
Catholic religion and went over to Mohammedanism, a change of belief which 
was to them all the easier from the fact that they could find in their new-
belief many points of resemblance to their old religious convictions, which 
had also rejected the cross, baptism, ecclesiastical pomp, ceremonial, the 
hierarchy, and the sacrament of marriage. The Queen-Dowager Katharina, 
stepmother to King Stefan, fled to Rome. She bequeathed the kingdom of 
Bosnia to the Pope, should her children not return to the arms of the Church; 
for these, too, had fallen into the hands of Muhammed, and had embraced 
the Mohammedan faith. The queen's tomb is in the church " Ara Cceli," 
and bears the following inscription : " Gatharina Regina Bosnensi, StepZiani 
Ducis Santi Sabba Sorori, ex genere Helene et domo Principis Stephani nata, 

* Turkish foot soldiers. 
t Michael of Ostrovitza, Johannes Leonclavius, Laonicos, Gobelinus, Istvanfy and 

Bonfini differ from one another in these particulars. 
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Thomas Regis Bosna uxori quantum tixit annorum LIIII et obdormivit Roma 

Anno Domini MCCCCLXXVUI die XXV. Octobris. Monumentum ipsius 

scriptis positu." 
King Mathias re-conquered a portion of the Bosnian Netherlands and 

Usora, and from them formed the Banate of Jajtza and Srebernik. At the 
head of this Banate he placed Nikolaus Ujlaky, Waywode of Transylvania and 
Ban of Macso, upon whom he also bestowed the title of King of Bosnia. 
Thus did the Hungarian arms hold at least the shadow of the old Bosnian 
kingdom erect. With the catastrophe of Mohacs even this vanished. Yet 
more rapid was the downfall of Herzegovina. 

Stefan Vuktshitsh died on May 23rd, 1466, and his sons were not 
capable of holding their own against Sultan Bajazid. In 1483, the Begler-Beg 
of Bosnia subjugated Herzegovina. Vladislav and Vlatko fled to Ragusa ; 
Stefan, the youngest brother, went over to Islam under the name of Ahmed 
Beg Herzegovitsh; and his son, of the same name, became one of the most 

Coins of Nikolaus Ujlaky. 

•celebrated grand viziers of the Turkish Empire, and in- this capacity fought 
at Lepanto. Do Bogomiles still exist ? 

Montalbano, who travelled in Bosnia towards the close of the sixteenth 
century, still writes in his work, Rerum Turcarum Commentarius (in the 
Turci Imperii Status, Elzevir, 1630): " Est aliud eo in regno horninum 
genus Potur appellatum, qui neque Christiani sunt, neque Turca, circum-
ciduntur tamen, pessimique habentur." 

In another place he says of the inhabitants: "Eos inter Caldnista 
Arianique multi." On the other hand, Farlato, so early as 1769, received 
the assurance from the Bosnian Minorites, that there was no trace of the 
Bogomiles left. 

There can be no doubt but that the Bogomiles from the very first went 
over to Islam in numbers, whilst the residue seem to have gradually 
followed later. A large proportion of those who did this, in the early days 
at any rate, did so undoubtedly with the intention of returning to their old 
faith should a favourable moment offer. Constantly persecuted, they may 
have learnt to deny their faith for the time being. When, however, the 
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favourable moment never arrived, this intention must gradually have been 
lost sight of, and at length have been entirely forgotten by their descendants. 

Speaking generally, however, traces of the Bogomilian faith have only 
been preserved amongst the Bosnian Mohammedans, in so far that there 
yet remain many customs, ceremonies, and superstitious actions which are 
clue to Christian, and partly, perhaps, to especially Bogomilian reminiscences. 

As the greater part of the population had joined the Bogomilian Church, 
the conclusion may be drawn, from the entire disappearance of this sect, 
that the larger part of the original population which did not emigrate 
passed over to Islam. The Catholics migrated by thousands to Dalmatia, 
Croatia, Slavonia, and Bacs ; and, as time went on, whenever Austro-Hungarian 
troops invaded Bosnia—a thing of constant occurrence up to the time of the 
last century—they on each occasion passed over in numbers to these pro­
vinces. 

The Orthodox * population, on the other hand, has a much later origin ; 
for the Orthodox element did not begin to play a part in Bosnian history 
until after Tvrtko I. had incorporated a part of Rascia. 

One circumstance which points to this is, that even the Slavonic 
superscriptions on the Bosnian coins appeared in Latin letters, a thing 
which would have been impossible in an Orthodox country. But the Orthodox 
population was rapidly increased by fugitives, as the Turks, Servia, and 
Rascia were victorious, and the immigration may have lasted for some 
considerable time, so that such provinces as had been deserted by the 
Catholics became as a rule peopled by this element. 

It may, therefore, be maintained that the Bogomiles became Mohamme­
dans, that the Catholics for the most part emigrated into Austro-Hungarian 
territory ; but that the Orthodox, who were just as antagonistic to Catholicism 
as to Mohammedanism, and who would neither give up their religion nor 
remove to a Catholic state, gradually, and through long-continued immigra­
tion and natural increase, populated those districts deserted by the 
Catholics. 

It is true that the Ragusan correspondent of the Times wrote on 
October 19th, 1875, that the fugitives from Popovo, numbering two thousand 
one hundred and twenty-five in all, were, according to information he had 
received from a priest, for the most part Bogomiles, " remains of an ancient 
sect, once widely spread in Bosnia, and identical with the Albigenses ; " 
this suggestion may, however, have only been made to the English corre-

' By Orthodox is here meant the Greek Church. 
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spondent in order to arouse the sympathies of Protestant England. Mr. Evans, 
too, who simply calls the Bogomiles Protestants, asserts that Bogomiles, 
and that by thousands, are still to be found in the land. I have, in the course 
of four years, travelled through nearly every district, and have mixed with 
all classes of the people, and I must still maintain that I have never met 
anybody who could give me the information at first hand that Bogomiles 
still existed. 

As, however, such a splendid scholar as Jiretshekt also maintains 
that Bogomiles still exist in Bosnia, and as he, in confirmation of this 
statement, refers to Kosanovitsh, the learned ex-Metropolitan of Serajevo, 
who mentions the Bogomiles in one of his essays,i I, too, have referred to 
the latter gentleman, and have received the following answer, which, as it 
fully explains matters as they actually are, I have translated as literally 
as possible : " I have heard that above Kreshevo there are living- a few 
families who, it is true, make the sign of the cross, and who attend the 
church, but amongst whom the father secretly hands down to the son the 
Bogomile confession of faith as an ' amanet,' § in. the hope that his religion 
may yet some day be revived. The Minorites (brothers) have, in spite of all 
the pains they have taken, been unable to discover which families these are. 

" In the year 1865 I heard from the lips of Fra Grgo Martics that, 
until the arrival in Bosnia of Omer Pasha, there were about sixteen families 
in the county of Neretva (Zsupa) who regarded themselves as belonging 
to a Patarinic sect, and would neither accept the~ belief of the Turks, that 
of the Orthodox Pops, nor that of the Brothers (Minorites). 

" The former secretary to the French consulate in Serajevo, Evaryst de 
Saint-Marie,|| also informed me upon one occasion that, after the opening 
of the new street which runs by the side of the Neretva from Konjitza to 
Mostar, near Jablanitza,!" at the point where the river Rama runs into the 
Neretva, he had discovered some genuine traces of the early Bogomilian 
religion. 

* Through Bosnia and the Herzegovina (London : 1877). 
t Geschichte der Bulgaren. 
% Glasnik, xxix. (1871), 174. 
§ Secret charm, confusion of word "amulet." 
|| In his writings he does not mention this. 
If This district is entirely Mohammedan to-day ; but the women of the neighbourhood 

do not conceal their faces, which is all the more striking, because throughout this country 
the custom of the veiling of faces is much more strictly adhered to than anywhere else 
in the Mohammedan world. 
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" I must further add that, until 1868, Jablanitza and the surrounding 
neighbourhood were almost cut off, and practically unapproachable ; that 
even the Turkish authorities hardly ever penetrated so far, and even when 
they did do so, it was by rocky paths over the Borak Mountains. 

" On this account, I think it possible that the Patarinic sect may have 
been in existence in that district until quite recent times, and that the 
inhabitants may only lately have passed over to Mohammedanism." 

All this agrees to perfection with what Peter Bakula's Mostar Schema­
tismus says of this neighbourhood : " In Dobacani familia Helez non multis 
retro annis MuhammedanismuTn amplexata est qua fuerat postrema sequax 
deliriorwm Bogumili." 



CHAPTER V. 

THE BOGOMILIAN BURIAL-GROUND IN THE FIELD 

OF THE UNBELIEVERS. 

Bogomile Graves near Serajevo—The Graves of Paul Radinovitsh, Knez Radoje, Knez 
Batitsh, Gyaursko-Polje—Opinions of Travellers and Scholars—The Bogomile Character 
of the Graves—Crosses—Disturbance of the Christian Burial-grounds—Caves for Worship 
—Manipulation of the Stones—Royal Tombs—Scarcity of the Writing—The Various 
Categories—The Grave of Bukovitza—Religious Significance—The Representation of 
National Life—The Chase, Dances, Feats of Arms, and War—The Graves of Stolatz— 
Mythical Animals—The Obelisk and the Sarcophagus at the Gyaursko-Polje. 

/ ~ \ L D Bogomile graves may be found anywhere in the neighbourhood of 
^-Z Serajevo, besides the Serajevsko-Polje itself. Immediately above the 
fortress, on the road to Rogatitza, there is an immense group of these graves. 
At a league and a half distance from the town in a south-easterly direction, 
on the Pratsha Road, one of the largest of these old tombstones stands 
quite by itself on the Pavlovatz Hill, near the ruins of Kotorsko. This 
is a giant sarcophagus of white limestone, hewn out of one solid block, together 
with the yet larger flag upon which it rests; and at a distance it looks 
like a complete building. It is in all probability the tomb of the powerful 
chief Paul Radinovitsh, murdered in 1415 by King Ostoja and the Waywode 
Sandalj Hranitsh, or else the resting-place of a member of his family. It 
is possibly his name that is still borne by the hill situated upon the domain 
of the House of Radinovitsh, the ancient " Coniitatus Berec," in the neighbour­
hood of which stands the castle built by Paul. These gravestones display 
neither emblem nor inscription. On the other hand it is just by their 
inscriptions that two stones in the neighbourhood of Serajevo attract attention. 
Upon one of these, near Lepenitza by Kiseljak, may be read the following : 
" Ovaj je spomenik hneza Radoje velilwga kneza bosanskoga a cojvoda mu bi 
sin njegov Radjimir, s bozijom pomocu i svojih vjernih i sinom Nikolom i inom 
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pomocu a ne sam. . . ." (" This is the memorial of Prince Radoje, Bosnian 
Grand Duke ; his Waywode was his son Radjimir, with 'the help of Gocl 
and his faithful servants, and with the help of his son Nikola and others, 
but not alone. . . .") The stone bears a lion between two vine leaves, three 
stars, and a comet. 

The other monument, which is situated near Tshemernitza on the Tzrni-
Potok, bears the following inscription : " Va ime otca i sina i sv. duha amin. 
Ovdje lezi knez Batic milosti Bozijom i slavnoga gospodina kralja Tvrtka 
knez nad bosanskim Visohim. Na svome zemljistu plemenitomu razbolje se na 
Dubokom, i k njemu Ijecnik dodje. Ovaj spomenik postavi gospodja Vukosava, 
koja mu zivu sluzase vjemo i mrtvu mu posluzi." (" In the name of the 
Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Here rests Prince Batitsh, 
by the grace of God, and His Most Glorious Majesty King Tvrtko, Grand 
Duke of the Bosnian Visoko. He sickened on his noble estate of Duboko, 
and the physician came to him. This monument was erected by the Lady 
Vukosava, who served him faithfully during life and in death.") 

But in the whole neighbourhood, nay, in the whole country, there is 
no Bogomilian burial-ground so celebrated, even though it may not be the 
largest, as the Gyaursko-Polje, " the field of the unbelievers," which lies 
between Kakanj-Doboi and Sutiska, three miles from the old capital of 
Sutiska, the favourite abode of the former rulers of the land, and six miles 
from the castle of Bobovatz, where the kings generally dwelt, and where 
the Bosnian crown was kept. 

Before entering this primitive burial-ground, however, where the tombs 
amaze us by their colossal dimensions, and where our admiration is called 
forth by the richness and beauty of their masterly workmanship, a few 
preliminary remarks may not be out of place regarding Bogomilian graves 
in general. 

These singular tombstones are met with wheresoever the power of the 
Bosnian State has extended, but beyond these boundaries, nowhere. They 
occasionally stand quite alone, and then again sometimes in groups of not less 
than three hundred. Their total number, I think I can, on the strength of my 
observations in all the various parts of the country, estimate at something like 
one hundred and fifty thousand. Popularly they are generally called " Mr amor," 
a designation which has its origin in the Roman marble tombstones. They are 
also called " Stetshak " (that which stands) ; " Bilek " (Sign), and " Gomile," 
which last especially denotes an ancient tomb, but in the narrower sense is 
applied to the prehistoric graves indicated by simple cairns. Popular tradition 
ascribes these tombs to the Grks {i.e. the Greeks), as, indeed, it does all that 


