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Preface & Acknowledgements

Among the numerous lacunae which face (indeed plague) the student of Ottoman history,
none is more frustrating than the absence of reliable biographies for the tens of thousands
of officials who served the polity during its six hundred year history. The full extent of
this gap becomes apparent when we realize that we have less than half a dozen reliable
biographies on the lives of the thirty-seven members of the House of Osman who reached

the very apex of power, i.e., for the Ottoman Sultans themselves.

The present study is an attempt to address one such lacuna at the micro level by examining
the life and career of one of the most interesting late 15® and early 16™ century Ottoman
statesmen, an individual who began life as Prince Stjepan Vuk¢i-Kosaca of Herzegovina
and ended his career as the five-time Ottoman Vezir-i Azam (Grand Vezir) Hersekzade
Ahmed Pasa.

It does so by focusing attention on a vakfiye (pious endowment charter) he drew up in 1511
on behalf of his charitable endowments, as well as by examining a previously unpublished
muballefit defteri (a list of his precious goods purchased by the palace following his death).
Using these sources it seeks to flesh out what little is known about his persona via a
discussion of his family life, his taste in reading and his relationship to the Thracian village
of Ris [today’s: Kesan].

Simultaneously, it seeks to illustrate the manner whereby his construction of a mosque in
the village of Ras (which he owned), ultimately led that tiny settlement to morph into the

present-day city of Kesan.

As the fourth of my works to appear in the ongoing Bahcesehir University series:

‘Occasional Papers in History, it, as are the titles which have preceded it,' is a reflection

Earlier titles in the series include: Heath W. Lowry: Ottoman Architecture in Greece: A Review
Article With Addendum & Corrigendum. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press: Occasional Papers
in History #1), 2009. pp. viii + 79; Heath W. Lowry: The Evrenos Family & the City of Selinik
(Thessaloniki): Who Built the Hamza Beg Camii & Why? / Evrenos Ailesi ve Selinik Sehri: Hamza
Beg Camii Nigin ve Kimin Tarafindan Yapilds? Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press: Occasional
Papers in History #2), 2010. pp. viii + 102; & Heath W. Lowry: Historical Vestiges of Niyizi
Misris Presence on the Island of Limnos (Limni) | Niyazi Misrinin Limnos (Limni) Adasinda
Bulunan Taribi Izleri. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press: Occasional Papers in History #3),
2011. pp. ix + 142 + 36 Plates.
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of my ongoing fascination with the Ottoman history of the Aegean Basin in general, and
Thrace and Macedonia in particular. This interest has resulted in the past decade in the

publication of a number of books? and articles.?

Once again it is my pleasure to express my grateful appreciation to a number of friends,

colleagues and family members who have contributed to this publication.

My reading of the muballefit defieri was generously assisted by Professors Ismail E. Eriinsal
and Bilgin Aydin. As always, M. Birol Ulker, Director of the ISAM Library, was unstinting
in expending time and effort to locating and supplying me with copies of a number of

works cited in the Bibliography.

My visits to Kesan were made fruitful by the assistance of Mehmet Ali and Sevtap Engin,

whose hospitality I likewise enjoyed on a number of occasions.

2 Books: Heath W. Lowry: Fificenth Century Ottoman Realities: Christian Peasant Life on the
Aegean Island of Limnos. Istanbul (Eren Publications), December, 2002. pp. xii + 353; Heath
W. Lowry: The Nature of the Early Ottoman State. Albany (State University of New York
Press), 2003. pp. xi + 197 [Turkish: Erken Dénem Osmanls Devleti'nin Yapss:. Istanbul (Bilgi
Universitesi Yayinlarr), 2010. pp. viii + 185] Heath W. Lowry: 7he Shaping of the Ottoman
Balkans, 1350-1550: Congquest, Settlement & Inﬁdstmttuml Development of Northern Greece.
Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2008. pp. xii + 286 + 10 Maps + 220 Photos [Turkish:
Osmanly Dineminde Balkanlarin Sekillenmesi, 1350-1550: Kuzey Yunanistan'in Fethi, Iskini ve
Altyapr Geligmesi]. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2008. pp. xii + 286 + 10 Maps +
220 Photos; Heath W. Lowry: In the Footsteps of the Ottomans: A Search for Sacred Spaced &
Architectural Monuments in Northern Greece. Istanbul (Bahgegehir University Press), 2009. xvi
+ 231 + 350 color photos [Turkish: Osmanlilarin Ayak Izlerinde: Kuzey Yunanistan Mutkaddes
Mekénlar ve Mimari Eserleri Arayss Yolculuklars). Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlari),
2009. xvi + 231 + 350 color photos; Heath W. Lowry & Ismail E. Eriinsal: 7he Evrenos Dynasty
of Yenice-i Vardar: Notes & Documents. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2010. pp. ix
+ 184 + 90 Photos [Turkish: Yenice-i Vardar'ls Evrenos Hanedans: Notlar & Belgeler]. Istanbul
(Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlarr), 2010. pp. ix + 184 + 90 Photos; Heath W. Lowry & Ismail
E. Ertinsal: Remembering Ones Roots: Mehmed Ali Pasa of Egypts Links to the Macedonian Town
of Kavala (Architectural Monuments, Inscriptions & Documents). Istanbul (Bahgesehir University
Press), 2011. pp. x + 274 + 96 Photos + 5 Appendices [Turkish: Aslina Diniis: Misir Valisi
Mehmed Ali Paga'nin Kavala Kasabast ile Baglar: (Mimari Eserler, Kitabeler ve Belgeler)]. Istanbul
(Bahgesehir University Press), 2011. pp. x + 274 + 96 Photos + 5 Appendices].

3 Articles: Heath W. Lowry: “Searching for Zihne: The Basbakanlik Arsivieri as a Source for
the History of Northern Greece,” in T.C. Basbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Midiirliigi
[Republic of Turkey-Prime Ministry: General Directorate of State Archives]: Uluslararas: Tiirk
Arsivieri Sempozyumu (Tebligler — Tartigmalar) [International Symposium on Turkish Archives
(Presentations & Discussions)]. Ankara, 2006. pp. 392-410; Heath W. Lowry: “A Note on
Three Palaiologon Princes as Members of the Ottoman Ruling Elite,” in 7he Ottoman Empire,
the Balkans, the Greek Lands: Toward a Social and Economic History. Studies in Honor of John
C. Alexander. Edited by E. Kolovos. Ph. Kotzageorgis, S. Laiou & M. Sariyannis. Istanbul
(ISIS Yayinlari), 2007. pp. 279-288; Heath W. Lowry: “Architectural Monuments as a Source
for the Dating of 14™ Century Ottoman Conquests in the Balkans: The Case Study of Vera/
Bera/Pherai/Feres [Ottoman: Ferecik/Fire/Fereciik],” in the Journal of Turkish Studies, Volume
32, No. 1 (2008), pp. 339-346; Heath W. Lowry: “Travels in no-man’s-land,” A Review

viii
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To my young friend, Faruk Ozbey of Ugur Publications, who has spent countless hours
working with me on the design of all my books published by Bahgesehir University, no
amount of thanks would be sufficient to express my gratitude. In addition, this publication
has benefited at every stage from the unstinting support provided by the Director of Ugur
Publications, Hande Alpay, and her staff, of whom Arman Giineysucu deserves a special
word of thanks.

The Turkish translation of this study was made by my young research assistant Mustafa
Alper Oztiirk who likewise has my sincere thanks.

The continued moral and financial support afforded by Enver Yiicel, the founder and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Bahgesehir University, has made this book and each
of those which have preceded it possible. No amount of thanks are sufficient to express

my gratitude to him.

As always, my wife Demet, who continues to graciously accept the disruption to our life
style of the past thirty-eight years (while I work twelve hours a day), has my unending love
and thanks.

Heath W. Lowry
Bahgesehir University
August, 2011

Article of: R. Ousterhout & C. Bakirtzis: 7he Byzantine Monuments of the Evros/Meri¢ River
Valley, in Cornucopia, Issue 39 (2008), pp. 32-34; Heath W. Lowry & Ismail E. Eriinsal:
“The Evrenos Dynasty of Yenice Vardar (Giannitsa): Notes and Documents on Haci Evrenos
and the Evrenosogullar: A Newly Discovered Mid-17* Century Secere (Genealogical Tree),
Seven Inscriptions on Stone and Family Photographs,” in Osmanls Arastirmalar: [Journal of
Ottoman Studies], Volume 32 (Fall, 2008), pp. 9-164; Heath W. Lowry & [smail E. Eriinsal:
“The Evrenos Dynasty of Yenice-i Vardar: A Postscript,” in Osmanl: Aragtirmalar: [Journal of
Ottoman Studies], Volume 33 (Summer, 2009), pp. 131-208; Heath W. Lowry: “An Unknown
Fourteenth Century Sultanic Mosque in the Macedonian City of Drama: The Yildirim Béayezid
Cami” in H. Hartmuth & A. Dilsiz (Eds.): Monuments, Patrons, Contexts: Papers on Ottoman
Europe Presented to Machiel Kiel. Leiden (Nederlands Institut voor het Nabije Oosten), 2010.
pp. 15-27; Heath W. Lowry: “Piri Reis Revisited: The Kizdb-i Bahriyye as a Source for Ottoman
History: The Aegean Port of Kavala & the Island of Limnos ({limli) as Described by Piri Reis,”
in Osmanly Arastirmalar: (Journal of Ottoman Studies), Volume 35 (Istanbul, 2010), pp. 7-31;
Heath W. Lowry: “The Soup Muslims of the Ottoman Balkans: Was There a “Western’ and
‘Eastern’ Ottoman Empire?,” in D. Quataert & B. Tezcan (Eds.): Beyond Dominant Paradigms
in Ottoman and Middle Eastern/North Afvican Studies: A Tribute to Rif at Abou-El-Haj. Istanbul
(ISAM), 2010. pp. 97-133; and, Heath W. Lowry [With Yiicel Dagli]: “The Passing of Time:
Ottoman Clock Towers in the Balkans, ca. 1570-1675,” in Yiicel Dagli Anisina: “Geldi Yiicel,
Gitti Yiicel. Bir Nefes Gibi,” Istanbul (Turkuaz Yayinlarr), 2011. pp. 420-438.

ix
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to Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir) Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa:
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Ottoman Statesman







___"EEEEN ® o = HEEN

HERSEKZADE AHMED PASA: CAREER & PIOUS ENDOWMENTS —————— 3

Hersekzade Ahmed: A Biographical Sketch

The career of Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa was, to say the least impressive, indeed, meteoric.
The favorite son of Duke Stjepan Vuk¢i—Kosaca (1405-1466), a great Bosnian Vojvoda,
who ruled southeast Bosnia (from his title ‘Herceg, or ‘Duke’ of Saint Sava, his dominions
were called ‘Hercegovina,” and his descendants ‘Hercegovi¢’), he was born in Castel Nuovo
[Ottoman: Hersek—Novi or Yeni Hersek], in early May 1456. On his mother Barbara’s
side he was descended from the family of the ‘Dux de Payro’ in Bavaria (Duke of Payro

meaning Bayern).*

While earlier scholarship often maintained that he had been sent to Sultin Mehmed II’s
court as a hostage while a child, i.e., that he had been raised and educated in the Ottoman
Palace, the Bosnian historian Hazim Sabanovi¢ has established that the future Ahmed Pasa
spent his childhood in Castel Nuovo, aside from a period when he was being educated in
Dubrovnik, where he was known as Prince Stjepan. He was still in Castel Nuovo in late
1472, at which time he had a falling out with his older brother the Herceg (Duke) Vlatko,
who had seized his share of their father’s inheritance.’ In response, sixteen year old Prince
Stjepan went on his own to Istanbul, entered palace service, converted to Islam, and took
the name Ahmed, but kept a hybrid Slavonic—Ottoman Turkish form of the family name
Hercegovi¢ = Hersekzide (literally, ‘Son [zdde] of the Duke [Hersek]. @

His subsequent rise as a newly minted Ottoman was indeed rocket like. He is first
mentioned (less than five years after arriving in Istanbul) in an imperial ferman (firman) of
Mehmed IIs dated 1477 as the “servant of my Kingdom, Ahmed Beg;”® in the following year
(1478) he served in the Sultan’s retinue as a Mir—i Alem (leader of troops) in the Albanian

campaign.

By 1481, when just twenty—five years old, he was married to Princess Hiindi Hatln, the
daughter of the newly enthroned ruler, Sultin Bayezid II, and had been promoted to the
post of Governor of the important Hiiddvendigir Sancag: (Province of Bursa). Five years
later he was named Anadolu Beylerbegi (Governor—General of Anatolia). He was later to

hold the post of Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir) on five separate occasions, between the years

4 Heath W. Lowry: The Nature of the Early Ottoman State. Albany, New York (SUNY Press), 2003.
pp- 115-130: Chapter Seven: ‘“The Last Phase of Ottoman Syncretism — The Subsumption of
Members of the Byzanto—Balkan Aristocracy into the Ottoman Ruling Elite, and p. 126 in
particular [Hereafter: Lowry, 2003].

On his life and career, see: H. Sabanovié: “Hersek—zade,” in 7he Encyclopaedia of Islam. Volume
III (1971), pp. 340-342 [Hereafter: Sabanovi¢, 1971]; Serafettin Turan, “Hersekzide Ahmed
Pasa,” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 17 (Istanbul, 1998), pp. 235-237
[Hereafter: Turan, 1998]; Mehmed Siireyya: Sicill~i Osmani. Istanbul, h. 1308 (1890-1891).
Volumes I-I1T [Hereafter: Siireyya, 1308].

¢ Lowry, 2003: p. 126.
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1497-1516. Interspersed between his stints as Grand Vezir, he held a large variety of other
high administrative positions, including three terms as Kapudan—i Deryi (Commander of
the Navy). He died near Maras in southeastern Anatolia, on 2 Recep [hicri] 923 (July 21,
1517), while returning from a visit to Sultn Selim I in Cairo to congratulate him for his

victory over the Mamluks.”

He attained these achievements, not after a long period of training in the Ottoman Palace
as a child, but rather by opting to become an Ottoman as a young adult. Even then he did
not give up his usage of the Venetian title Gentilhuommo Nostra (Our Nobleman), which
had been granted to his father.

While we know little about the lives of the large numbers of devsirme converts (Christian
boys recruited for the Janissary Corps) who rose to prominence in the Ottoman bureaucracy
after years of training in the palace schools,® we know virtually nothing about those rare
instances in which individuals chose of their own free will to apostatize as adults and opt

to become Ottomans.

The Mubhallefit Defteri (Register of Valuable Goods) As A Source

However, in the case of Hersekzidde Ahmed Pasa, the fortuitous survival of a pious
endowment charter (vakfiye) he drew up in 1511, together with that of a register listing
the valuable goods he left behind when he died in 1517, provide us rare glimpses into

otherwise unknown facets of his career and character.

The register in question, known as a muballefit defteri (register of effects left behind by
a deceased individual)," includes a wide variety of valuable goods which were purchased

from his estate by the palace.

From the title of the register: defter—i muballefit—1 Ahmed Pasa bin Hersek el~merhiim ki
beri—y1 hissa—i hiimdyin haride (the register of goods left behind by the deceased Ahmed

Paga, the son of Hersek, which were purchased by the sovereign), we may infer that this is

7 Note: This sketch of Hersekzdde Ahmed’s career is drawn primarily from: Lowry, 2003: p. 126,
Turan, 1998: pp. 235-237 & Sabanovi¢, 1971: pp. 340-342.

The one exception to this trend, is a recent study on the life of one such convert, Mahmud Pasa
Angelovig, who served as Grand Vezir under Mehmed II. He was an individual whose career
was ending just as Hersekzide Ahmed’s began. For an excellent biography of this 15% century
Ottoman statesman, see: Theoharis Stavrides: 7he Sultin of Vezirs — The Life and Times of the
Ottoman Grand Vezir Mahmud Pasha Angelovi¢ (1453—1474). Leiden (Brill), 2001.

? 'This unique document was published by Muhammed Ahmed Simsar: 7he Wagqfiyah of "Abmed
Pisa. Philadelphia (University of Pennsylvania Press), 1940. [Hereafter: Simsar, 1940].

The original register is housed in the Topkap1 Saray Archives. The digital copy I have used is that
kept in the Istanbul Bagbakaniik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: TS. MA.d. = Topkap: Saray: — MA.d: Gomlek
#9576; Tarih: h. 924 (1518). Itis an 11 page register [Hereafter: TS. MA.d: #9576].
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not in fact a register (fereke) of his entire estate, rather it lists only those valuable items he
possessed which were actually purchased by the palace. Notably missing from the register
is any mention of what we may assume to have been the large number of slaves which

must have been an important component in the estate, as well as his real estate holdings.

Even bearing this lacunae in mind, it is clear that Hersekzdde Ahmed left a valuable
estate. ‘The goods purchased by the palace were appraised at: 1,246,564 akges (small silver
Ottomans coins). Recalling that at the end of the 15" century, 50 ak¢es equaled
approximetely 1 Florentine florin or Venetian ducat," we see that the precious goods left by
Hersekzade Ahmed Paga were valued at the princely sum of: 24,931 gold ducars/florins.

In addition to precious stones, implements of gold and silver, swords and daggers, valuable
fabrics, etc., i.e., all of the accoutrements one would expect to see among the possessions
of a wealthy Ottoman dignitary, it provides a list of 145 manuscripts in Ottoman Turkish,
Persian and Arabic which he had owned."? This fact alone is noteworthy, suggesting as it
does, that Hersekzdde Ahmed (who only began to learn Turkish, Persian and Arabic as an
adult) had acquired sufficient mastery of all three languages, to allow him to purchase and

read works written in them.

When we turn to an examination of the actual works found among his effects, we gain an
even deeper insight into his character. There are eleven manuscripts of the Qu’ran (six of
the Holy Book itself, and five of sections from it),”® two of which were penned by Seyh
Zade, a name referring to Seys Hamdullah, greatest of all the Ottoman calligraphers.'*
Hamdullah was a life-long acquaintance, friend and teacher of, first Prince, then Sultn,
Bayezid 11, the father—in—law of Hersekzade, and it seems likely that the calligrapher and

the Grand Vezir would also have been well acquainted with one another.”® While, as was

For the fluctuating value of the Ottoman akge and the florin/ducar in this period, see: Nicoara
Beldiceanu: “Structures socio—économiques a Lemnos a la fin du XVé Siécle,” in Tircica, Volume
15 (1983), pp. 247-266 [See: p. 252] & Heath W. Lowry: Fificenth Century Ottoman Realities:
Christian Peasant Life on the Aegean Island of Limnos. Istanbul (Eren Yaynlari), 2002 [See: pp.
15-19].

Note: Ismail E. Eriinsal, the doyen of scholars studying Ottoman libraries, points out that
the manuscripts listed as purchased by the palace in the Muballefiit Defter do not necessarily
represent the entire collection owned by Hersekzdde Ahmed. Rather, they are the manuscripts
which the palace deemed valuable/useful enough to purchase from his collection.

B TS MA.d: #9576: p. 1.

14 Rado, Sevket: Tiirk Hattatlars. Istanbul (Yayin Matbaacilik), ND. pp. 49-54 [Hereafter: Rado,
NDJ.

Note: Ugur Derman, a leading authority on Ottoman calligraphers and their work, informs
me that while the title Seyh Zade (Son of the Seyh), was used for Seyh Hamdullah, whose father
Mustafa Dede had been a Sey# of the Suhraverdiye dervish order, it was also used by Hamdullah’s
only son, likewise named Mustafa Dede, who was himself an accomplished calligrapher [See:
Rado, ND: p. 65]. However, as Seyh Hamdullah died in 1520 (just three years after Hersekzade
had passed away), at which time his son Mustafa Dede had not yet completed his training
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customary, the Qu’rans in the register appear under the heading of hedaya (gifts), i.e., the

Holy Book was not generally sold, their value was in fact appraised as they were purchased
from Hersekzade’s estate. The Qu'ran penned by Seyh Zide was valued at 1,000 akges

(small silver coins).'¢

These Qu'rans represent the bulk of the Arabic titles in the list. Noticeably missing from

the works acquired by the palace were manuscripts dealing with the Islamic sciences,

which were generally a staple in such collections. This is either a reflection of the fact

that Hersekzade’s taste in reading did not include such material, or, alternatively, that the

palace did not see them as valuable or interesting enough to purchase.

Table I: Works of Poetry (Divins) Owned By Hersekzide Ahmed Paga

I(izf:; Manuscript Title Ap\lzlz:li:ed Reference
1 Divin—i Mevlina Celileddin 7 200 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1
2 Divin—i Hifiz 800 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1
3 Divin—i Hiisrev 800 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1
4 Divin—i Hifiz 300 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1
5 Divin—i Cimi " 700 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1
6 Divin—i Seyyid Nimetullah 300 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
7 Divin—i Hayali 150 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
8 Divin—i Mevlind Celileddin 500 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
9 Divin—i Hiisrev 600 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
10 Divin—i Sihi 120 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
11 Diviin—i Nesimi — Firisi ve Tiirki * 500 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
12 Divin—i Maili — Tiirki 150 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
13 Divin—i Abmedi [Da ‘%) — Tiirki > 60 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
14 Divin—i Maili 30 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
15 Divin—i Neciti ** 30 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 2
16 Divin—i Hiiseyin Baykara 30 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
17 Divin—i Abmed Pasa * 50 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
18 Divin—i Hevdc: [= Héci) 50 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
19 Divin—i Katibi * 50 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
20 Divin—i Kistm 100 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
21 Divin—i Kemdl 300 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
22 Divin—i Azeri/Ezheri *° 100 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
23 Divin—i Seyhi 100 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
24 Divin—i Sihi 50 akges TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 3
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5/11/12 10:50:08 AM ‘



1 [ UEEEm ®

HERSEKZADE AHMED PASA: CAREER & PIOUS ENDOWMENTS ——————— 7

Of the remaining one-hundred—twenty—four titles, the majority are works of literature,
and, in particular, poetry. Among the latter, twenty—four divins (collected works of
individual poets), stand out. The names of their author’s read like a “Who's Who' of 15%
and early 16 century Ottoman poets, and also include a number of well-known works by
earlier Persian poets. The divins listed in the register, together with their appraised values

in akges, are given in Table I.

From the fact that this group includes two copies each of the collected poems of Mevlan4
Celaleddin, Hafiz, Hiisrev, Sahi and Maili, we might infer that these poets were particular
favorites of Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa.

In addition to divins, Ahmed Paga’s library contained a variety of other poetical works.
Among these were two illuminated manuscripts of Firdusi’s Sdhndme (‘Book of Kings),
valued at 2,500 and 4,000 ak¢es respectively, as well as several hamses (set of a poets five
works in the mesnevi form), mesnevis (poetry composed in rhymed couplets) and mecmuas
(manuscript with mixed contents). In short, Hersekzdde Ahmed’s taste in literature was

well developed and clearly favored Ottoman and Persian poetry.

His love of verse may well have communicated itself to his son, Ali Beg, who would later gain

some renown as a lyric poet who wrote his verses under the mablas (penname) of $iri.?

Next to literature his reading material of choice was works of history. As may be seen in

Table II, among the works in that genre found in his collection, were:

as a calligrapher, i.e., he was twenty—seven years old (and had only been twenty—four when
Hersekzade died), it seems clear that the Seyh Zide, named as the calligrapher of the works listed
in the 1518 muballefit defieri was in fact: Seyh Hamdullah.

e TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 1.

7 E.J.W. Gibb: A History of Ottoman Poetry. 6 Volumes. London, 1900 [Hereafter: Gibb, 1900].
For Mevlana Celaleddin, see: Gibb, 1900 — Vol. I: pp. 145-150.

 Gibb, 1900 — Vol. I: pp. 145-150.
" Gibb, 1900 — Vol. III: pp. 58-69.
2 Gibb, 1900 — Vol. I: pp. 343-369.
2 Gibb, 1900 — Vol. I: pp. 256-257.
2 Gibb, 1900 - Vol. II: pp. 93-122.
# Gibb, 1900 — Vol. II: pp. 40-69.

2 Gibb, 1900 - Vol. II: p. 368.

% Gibb, 1900 - Vol. II: pp. 347-363.
% Gibb, 1900 — Vol. I: p. 414.

¥ Gibb, 1900 - Vol. I: pp. 298-335

#  Note: While ‘Ali Beg also served as a Kapucibas: (Chief Doorkeeper) in the Palace, and later
as a provincial Governor (Sancak Beg), it is as a poet that he is best remembered. As such,
his career and poetry are described in two of the standard biographical dictionaries of poets:
Asik Celebi: Mega iris—Sii ari [Edited by Filiz Kilig]. Istanbul (Istanbul Arastirmalari Enstitiisii),
2010. Volume 3, pp. 1463-1465 & Latif: Tezkiretiis—Sii ard ve Tabsiratiin—Nuzamd [Edited by
Ridvan Canim]. Ankara (Atatiirk Kiiltiir Merkezi Bagkanlig1), 2000. pp. 345-347.

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 7 @ 5/11/12 10:50:08 AM‘
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Table II: Works On History Owned By Hersekzide Ahmed Paga®
Order e Appraised
Listed Manuscript Title Value Reference
Tevirib—i Al-i Osmén — Tiirki ®
1 [A History of the Ottoman Dynasty — 300 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
in Turkish]
Tevirih—i Taberi >
2 [Tabert’s History] 400 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Tarib—i Giizide
3 [The History of Giizide] 300 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Tevérib—i Timur — Firisi
4 [History of Tamerlane — in Persian] 800 akges TS-MA.d: #3576: p. 2
Tevirih—i Timur — Tiirki
> [History of Tamerlane — in Turkish] 100 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Iskendernime ‘an Tiirki
6 [History of Alexander the Great — in 200 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Turkish]
Tirib—i Adem Nebi — Firisi
7 [History of the Life of the Prophet 50 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Adam — in Persian]
Tevérib—i Al-i Osman te'lif-i
8 Agtk Pasa® [Asikpasazade’s History of 50 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
the Ottoman Dynasty]
Tarib—i Belhi
9 [Belhi's History] 40 akges TS-MA.d: #9576: p. 2
Tirih—i Al—i Selcuk » ) )
10 [History of the Sel¢uk Dynasty] 30 akees TS-MAd: #9576: p. 3

29

30

31

32

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 8 @ 5/11/12 10:50:08 AM‘

The standard work in Turkish on historians and their works in the Ottoman period is Coskun
Usok's: Osmanly Tarih Yazarlar: ve Eserleri. Ankara (Kiiltiir Bakanligt Yayinlarr), 1982. This is a
Turkish translation of Franz Babinger’s seminal 1927 study entitled: Die Geschichtsschreiber der
Osmanen und ihre Werke.

While there are several 15* century works bearing this title, this work appears to have most
likely been that written ca. 1503 by Orug b. Adil el-Edrenevi (Orug Beg). See: Abdiilkadir
Ozcan: “Orug b. Adil,” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cile 33 (Istanbul 2007), pp.
425-426. Alternatively, it might have been Kemal’s (d. ca. 1490) Tevirih—i Al—i Osmén, also
known as the Seldtinnime. The former is a key source for the reigns of Mehmed II and Bayezid
11, two of the Sultans served by Hersekzide Ahmed, while the latter deals with the reigns of the
first eight Ottoman Sulténs, i.c., ends with the reign of Bayezid II. A third possibility is that
it was one of several anonymous Tevdrih—i Al—i Osmdén’s written in the late 15" and early 16"
century?

This is the world hlstory written by Ebu Cafer Muhammed ibn Cerir et-Taberi (d. hicri 923).
See: Mustafa Fayda: “Taberi, Muhammed b. Cerir,” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi,
Cilt 39 (Istanbul, 2010), pp. 314-318.

An early 14 century work by Hamdullah Miistevfi—i Kazvini, written in 1329-1330. The sixth
and final section of this work deals with the history of the Selcuks. See: Abdiilkerim Ozaydin:
“Hamdullah el-Miistevl” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 15 (Istanbul, 1997),
pp. 454-455.



— HEENT T T ] ®

HERSEKZADE AHMED PASA: CAREER & PIOUS ENDOWMENTS —————— 9

In short, as indicated by his choice of reading material, Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa was well
versed both in contemporary Ottoman literature and in the history of the dynasty he had
chosen to serve. His interest in, and knowledge of, Ottoman history is indirectly confirmed
in the work of the Byzanto—Italian chronicler Theodore Spandounes (Spandugnino), a
sometime resident in the Ottoman capital, who was related by marriage to Hersekzade.
Specifically, one of Ahmed’s elder brothers Ladislas was married to a woman named Anna,

who was a sister of Spandounes grandfather.?

In his work: On the Origin of the Ottoman Emperors,”” Spandounes describes his
knowledge of the subject he addressed as stemming from the fact that he:

was able to consult two of the nobility who were on most intimate terms
with the Emperor of the Turks; they were among my closest friends and

my relations, men of rare talent and great knowledge of these matters.*®

One of his ‘sources’ was Hersekzide Ahmed, while the other was the two—time Grand
Vezir, Mesih Pasa, who, like Ahmed, was also a son—in—law of the Sultin Bayezid II. Mesih
Pasa, likewise a convert, was by birth, a Palaiologos, and nephew of the last Byzantine
Emperor Constantine XI.** It takes no great stretch of imagination to link the accuracy
of the detail on the early Ottoman rulers found in Spandounes’ account, to the works
on history found in Hersekzdde Ahmed Paga’s collection. Stated differently, the “grear
knowledge of these matters” imparted to Spandounes by Hersekzade Ahmed may well have
been garnered from the works on early Ottoman history included in the latter’s collection

of manuscripts.

While there are numerous works bearing this name, given Hersekzade’s clear interest in the early
history of the Ottoman dynasty, this may well have been the earliest such work, that written
by Ahmedi (d. 1412). His Iskender—nime includes an appendix dealing with the ongms of the
Ottomans, titled: Disitan—: Tevarib—i Miilik—i Al—i ‘Osman. See: Giinay Kut: “Ahmedi,” in
Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 2 (Istanbul, 1989), pp. 165-167.

Asikpasazide Dervis Ahmed’s important late 15 century history of the Ottomans. Written ca.

1480, this is the most detailed (and most accurate) early account of the formative years of the

Ottoman dynasty. Its appearance among the works owned by Hersekzade Ahmed, is one more

indication of the deeg interest he had in gaining of understanding of the dynasty he served. See:

Abdiilkadir Ozcan: “Asikpasazade,” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 4 (Istanbul,

1991), pp. 6-718.

3 Yazicizade’s Tevirib—i Al—i Selguk. Witten upon the request of Sultin Murad 1T (1421-1451), it
consists of a Turkish translation of Ibn Bibi's Persian work: El-Evamiriil—"Al’iyye fil-Umuril—
‘Alaiyye, with additional material added by Yazicizide on the Anatolian Selguks.

% Lowry, 2003: p. 123.

7" Donald M. Nicol (Trans. & Ed.): Theodore Spandounes on the Origin of the Ottoman Emperors.
Cambridge, 1997 [Hereafter: Spandounes, 1997].

% Lowry, 2003: p. 123.
¥ Lowry, 2003: pp. 115-116.

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 9 @ 5/11/12 10:50:08 AM‘
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®

In addition to the manuscripts owned by Hersekzdde Ahmed, a second interesting

category of goods listed in the register is that titled: simsirhi—i miitenevvia (swords of

various kinds).® It provides us a list of thirteen valuable swords (simgirs), together with
a brief description of each and their appraised values [See: Table III & Plate I]. What

makes this category of particular interest is the fact that at least one of the swords it lists

appears to be extant, and today is housed in the collection of Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin of

Saudia Arabia [Plate 2], where it is acknowledged by experts in Islamic weaponry as one

Table III: Hersekzide’s Collection of Swords Purchased by the Topkapi Palace

. . . Appraised
# Entry in the Register Translation Value
Simgir—i biiziirk bi—bend ve . .
1 bal¢ak—1 zer yek—bend besim—i A lsrgie: sword WI.th Tiasr and a hllfi 4 "
baleami — guard of green—veined jasper — made 0,000 akges
musigz na 2l with superior craftsmanship
Simygir—i bi—bend—i zer—i . . .
2 miisebbek miicevher Swocrld with %Old. 1;11 lay apd a hilt guard 18,000 akges
s ecorated with precious stones
Simgir—i bi—bend—i ve Sword with a hilt guard
3 balcak—1 zer yek—bend besin decorated with gold 14,000 akges
Simgsir—i bi—bend—i zer Sword with a hilt guard
@ 4 balgak—1 zer—nisin decorated with gold 12,000 akges
Simgir—i bi—bend—i zer Sword with gold ornamentation
> bu—balgak—1 polad and a hilt of steel 7,000 akges
6 Simsir—i ij;b:;:j;i[’ olad-i Sword of steel with gold decoration 5,000 akges
Ry Sword of a companion of the Prophet
7 b izm;v = m?abe ! » Muhammad — its value is _—
APa 1Ly otnmaat indeterminable
3 Simygir—i bi—bend—i zer Sword decorated with gold 2,500 ak
nisdn—1 miicevher and precious stones ’ ges
Sims i’fsﬁiﬁ;ﬁi’:{;;:;kw v 3 swords: 2 with decoration and 1
9-11 bé bend—i nukre 2 plain: Swords with decoration: 2 3,500 akces
ve béi;Zen;ffste I Sword without decoration: 1
12 Simygir—i bi—bend—i zer—nisin Sword of steel decorated with gold 3.500 ak
an—polad miicevher and precious stones ’ ¢es
Kird—i varsak—: biiziirk A large curved scimitar/
13 ba—bend—i zer knife in a sheath 11,000 akges
Simgirhi—i miitenevvi‘a [Total value of the] 116,500
§ assortment of swords akges

@ TS. MA.d: #9576: p. 5.
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of the finer examples of the Ottoman swordmaker’s art.! This sword, which is inlaid with
gold, silver and rubies, has its original owner’s name inscribed on its spine: Rustam—i asr,
ydre—i askar, Iskandar—i begin. ... Abmed b. Hersek Hin (The Rustam of the age, the aid of
the armies, the Alexander of generals, Ahmed son of the ruler of Hersek),* a fact which

supports the conclusion that it is indeed one of the swords (yazagans) from Hersekzade
Ahmed’s estate.

- &}_——-——v’ < N
i\ 0 <
<. -
#4 . #3 P 1
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Plate 1: Hersekzade Ahmed’s Swords Listed in the Muhallefét Defter

41

This sword has been published by J. Michael Rogers, in Jay A. Levenson (Ed.): Circa 1492: Art
in the Age of Exploration. Washington, D.C. (National Gallery of Art), 1991. See: pp. 197-198
[Hereafter: Rogers, 1991]. The entry written by Rogers, an eminent Islamic art historian, provides
a number of interesting observations regarding the date of the scimitar and its presentee.

2 Rogers, 1991: pp. 197-198.

5/1112 10:50:18 AM ‘
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The Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin scimitar has generally been ascribed
to an artisan named: Ahmed Tekelii, who is described in the
secondary literature as an ‘Tranian® working in the atelier of
the Topkapt Palace,* ca. 1520-1530.% This attribution stems
from the similarity in workmanship and design it shares with
a sword housed in Istanbul’s Topkap1 Saray Collection [TLKS
2/3776]. The Topkapi scimitar actually preserves the name of
its maker: Ahmed Tekelii.

It was the similarity between these two weapons which led
the eminent Islamic art historian Michael Rogers to conclude:
“the close parallels [of the Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin sword] o the
sword made by Ahmed Tekelii in 1526—1527 for Siileyman the
Magnificent suggest a workshop in continuous production over the
course of several decades, and even the participation of Ahmed Tekelsi
himself, although Hersekzide Ahmeds sword is not signed.”

When we compare the Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin sword [Plate
2] with those seen in Table III above, it appears that it
may possibly be that which appears as # 2 in the muballefir
defteri (register of effects left behind by a deceased individual) @
[Table II1], i.e., that appraised at 18,000 ak¢es and described

as: Simgsir ba—bend—i zer—i miisebbek miicevher musanna‘ (Sword

Plate 2: The Hersekzade
Ahmed Scimitar in the
Collection of Rifat
Sheikh al-Arfdin rated with jewels.

with gold inlay and a hilt guard decorated with precious stones).
Not only is it replete with gold inlay, its hilt guard is also deco-

% As Tekelit is the name of a Tiirkmen tribe, I am unsure why he is consistently described in the

Western secondary literature as an ‘Iranian?’ That this view is not universally shared by Turkish
specialists is inferable from: Unsal Yiicel’s: “Tiirk Kili¢ Ustalars,” in Tiirk Etnografya Dergisi. Sayt
VII-VII (Istanbul, 1966), pp. 59-93. See: p. 71 where Tekelii is included among the list of
‘Turkish Swordmakers’ (7iirk Kilic Ustalarz).

The sword in the Topkapi Saray collection was published by: Esin Aual: 7he Age of Sultan
Siileyman the Magnificent. Washington, D.C. (National Gallery of Art), 1987. For swords, see:
pp- 151-159.

For a third scimitar also attributed to Tekelii, See: http://www.metmuseum.org/special/

philippe_de_montebello_years/exhibition/view.aspx?an=1993.14&pg=6 for the Metro—
politan Musuem’s Online description of the scimitar in its collection.

44
45

% T am most grateful to my old friend and colleague, the distinguished Islamic art historian,

Walter Denny for providing me details in regard to these swords. Likewise, it is a pleasure to
acknowledge the very kind assistance of Michael Rogers who not only responded to my naive
queries, but also made a number of valuable suggestions relating to the sword entries in the
muhallefit defier. Among other detail he provided me is the information that an entry in Bashir
Mohamed’s 7he Arts of the Muslim Knight: The Furusiyya Art Foundation Collection. Skira, 2008,
“states that there are several swords of this type in the Topkap: Saray,” and added the caveat that he
has not seen them himself. If the Furusiyya Catalogue entry is correct it raises the possibility that
other swords belonging to Hersekzide Ahmed may also have survived.

- ‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 12 @ 5/11/12 10:50:21 AM‘ JEE—
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The Career of Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa

As may be seen in Table IV below, Hersekzide Ahmed’s career as an Ottoman official
was one in which he rose to the very apex of the ruling elite, highlighted by his marriage
to the daughter of Sultin Bayezid II., and his unprecedented five stints as Grand Vezir,
and one which on occasion exposed him to the vagaries of fate which often marked such
careers. 'The ransacking of his Istanbul konak (mansion) in 1511, at the hands of a mob
of disgruntled Janissaries, and the beating and humiliation he experienced at the hands of

Sultan Selim I'in 1516, being cases in point.

Table IV, which summarizes the extraordinary life and career of Hersekzdde Ahmed,
serves first and foremost as a testimonial to what must have been his outstanding abilities
as both diplomat and statesman. To not only have survived, but to have prospered, under
three such disparate rulers as Sultans Mehmed 1T (1451-1481), Bayezid 11 (1481-1512)
and Selim I (1512-1520), was a feat which, given the vagaries of the time and intrigues
which switled around those who managed to arrive at the pinnicle of Ottoman power, few

were ever to accomplish during the empire’s 600 year history.

From his less than glowing record as a military commander, typified by his three humiliating
defeats at the hands of the Mamluks in 1486, 1488 and 1497-1498 (the first of which
resulted in his being captured and held as a prisoner of war), we may assume that his rise to
the pinnacle of Ottoman power did not stem primarily from his skill as a warrior. Rather,
it must have been due to his exceptional talents as a politician and diplomat. That this
was indeed the case is inferable from the relationships he established and maintained with
Sultins Mehmed II, Bayezid II and Selim 1.

As early as 1478, when he was only twenty—two years old, and serving in Sultdin Mehmed
IT’s retinue as a Mir—i Alem (commander of troops) in the Albanian campaign against
Iskodra; at a point in time at which the ruler was bemoaning the absence of: “a vezir who
knows his business well enough to help us overcome the troubles we are facing,” the young
Ahmed spoke up on behalf of the then imprisoned Gedik Ahmed Pasa, by saying: “if
only your servant Gedik Paga were with us we wouldn’t have faced these difficulties,” an
intervention which led to the freeing of the former Grand Vezir.”” Such boldness on the
part of a newly—minted twenty—two year old Ottoman, speaks to what must have been an

extremely close relationship with Mehmed the Conqueror.

That this trust in the dependability and talents of the young Hersekzade, was likewise
shared by Mehmed’s son and successor, Sultdn Bayezid II., is inferable from his having

given his daughter Hiindi Hattin to the then twenty—five year old Ahmed in marriage

47 Turan, 1998: p. 236.
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Table IV: The Career of Hersekzide Ahmed Paga*

Event and/or Position Title and/or Event Year(s)
. . Raised & educated in
Born: Hersek—Novi / Yeni Hersek / Hersek—Novi (Castel Nuovo) 14561472

Castel Nuovo (May 1456)

& Dubrovnik

Travels to Istanbul

Enters Palace Service;
Converts to Islam

carly 1473-1478

First mentioned with the Muslim

name Ahmed’ 1474
Named in a firman of Sultin as ‘Servant of my kingdom 1477
Mehmed II Ahmed Beg’
Mir—i Alem First appointed as Mir—i Alem
[Sultan Mehmed IT’s Standard in the Iskodra Campaign in 1478
Bearer] Albania
Hamid Ili Sancak Beg First intment
[Governor of Hamid Province in stappo entas 1479
. Sancak Beg
Anatolia]
Marries Hiindi Hatn Becomes son—in—law of Before:

[Daughter of Sultan Bayezid II]

Sultan Bayezid II

December 14, 1481

Hiiddvendigir Ili Sancak Beg
[Governor of Bursa Province in
Anatolia]

Second appointment as
Sancak Beg

Late 1481—carly 1485

Anadolu Beylerbegi & Serdar
[Governor—General of Anatolia &
Commander of the Army]

First appointment as Beylerbeg
of Anatolia &
appointment as Serdar
(Commander of Army against

Egypo)

March 1486

Defeated, wounded & captured
by the Mamluks

Held as prisoner of war in
Cairo, Egypt

From February or
March 1486 — Released
on January 2, 1487

Elevated to the rank of Vezir

First appointment as Vezir

End of February 1487

Gelibolu Sancak Beg & Kapudan—:
Deryi [Governor of Gallipoli
Province & Commander of the
Navy]

Third appointment as Sancak
Beg & first appointment as
Kapudan—i Deryi
[Looses fleet in Mamluk
Campaign]

Prior to March 17, 1488

Temporary Retirement

Retires to Riis Koyii in
Gelibolu

August 16, 1488-August
1489

Anadolu Beylerbegi
[Governor—General of Anatolia]

Second appointment as
Beylerbeg of Anatolia

Autumn of 1489

Anadolu Beylerbegi
[Governor—General of Anatolia]

Third appointment as
Beylerbeg of Anatolia

Spring 1493
February 1496

Vezir—i Azam
[Grand Vezir]

First appointment as Vezir—i
Azam [Unsuccessful campaign
against Mamluk Army in
Kayseri]

March 8, 1497-
August 19, 1498

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 14
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Table IV: Continued

Event and/or Position

Title and/or Event

Year(s)

Second Appointment as Vezir &
Kapudan—i Derys [Commander of
the Navy]

Second appointment as Vezir
& second appointment as
Kapudan—i Deryd

Spring 1500 —
Autumn 1501

Vezir—i Azam [Grand Vezir]

Second appointment as
Vezir—i Azam

November 1502 —
September 1506

Gelibolu Sancak Beg & Kapudan—1
Deryéa [Governor of Gallipoli

Fourth appointment as
Sancak Beg & third appoint-
ment as Kapudan—1 Deryd

March 10, 1506 —

Province & (Il\?amr?ander of the [Appointed: Vezir in June 1511
vy September 1510]
Third appointment as July 2, 1511 -

Vegir—i Azam [Grand Vezir]

Vezir—i Azam

September 21, 1511

Removed from the office of Grand
Vezir for the third time

Ransacking of his Istanbul
home by a group of
disgruntled Janissaries &
dismissal from office

September 21, 1511

Appointed as Second Vezir

Third appointment as Vezir

1512

Vegir—i Azam [Grand Vezir]

Fourth appointment as
Vezir—i Azam

November 1512 —
October 28, 1514

Vezir—i Azam [Grand Vezir]

Fifth appointment as
Vezir—i Azam

September 8, 1515 —

April 26, 1516

Humiliated, Beaten and stripped
of all offices in the Divan by Sultin
Selim I.

Imprisoned in the Yedi Kule
Kalesi (Seven Towers Fortress)
& set free on the same day

April 26, 1516

Appointed Bursa Mubafiz

First appointment as Mubafiz

Summer 1516 —

[Commander of the Bursa Fortress] (Fortress Commander) July 1517
Travels to Cairo, Egypt to
congratulate Sultan Selim I for his May 1517

victory over the Mamluks

Received & Honored by
Sultin Selim I

Cairo, Egypt

June 23, 1517

Dies

Dies near Maras in
southeastern Anatolia while
returning to Bursa

July 21, 1517

Body returned to Bursa

Buried next to his mosque
in the village of Dil
(near Yalova in Bursa)

[July 30, 1517 2]

*Note: This table is based on information found in Turan, 1998, Lowry 2003, Simsar, 1940

& Sabanovi¢, 1971.
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in 1481, followed by his appointing him Governor—General of Anatolia (three times),
Commander of the Ottoman Navy (three times), and Grand Vezir (on three separate
occasions). In short, from the first days of Bayezid’s reign in 1481 until he stepped down
as Sultin in 1512, i.e., throughout the thirty—one years of his rule, Hersekzide Ahmed
Pasa was one of his closest associates and most trusted advisors. As Bayezid II’s reign is
often described as a period of consolidation following the extensive military conquests
made by his father, i.c., as a time when Ottoman institutions were crystallized and put in
place, it would appear that some of the credit he is rightfully given for that role belongs to

the advice and vision of his trusted advisor and son—in—law Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa.

While his role as counselor to Sultin Mehmed, who was twice his age, is impressive, as was
the close relationship he enjoyed with Sultdn Bayezid, who was likewise his senior by close
to a decade, it was his ability to also gain and generally maintain the trust and confidence
of the mercurial Sultin Yavuz (“The Grim’) Selim, who was ten years his junior, which
provides us the real measure of his diplomatic skills and statesmanship. His well-earned
reputation of speaking truth to power, could not have made their relationship a smooth
one (as exemplified by the one occasion upon which Selim degraded him in a meeting of
the Imperial Council or divan, and knocked his turban from his head), yet, nonetheless,
he too appointed him Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir) on two occasions, the first time within
months of the ransacking of Ahmed’s Istanbul home by a mob of Janissaries angered at his
attempts to thwart then Prince Selim’s attempts to replace his father as Sultan. That their
relationship remained close until Hersekzade’s death in 1517 is inferable from the fact that
in 1516 the then sixty year old Ahmed Pasa, living in semi-retirement in Bursa, traveled,
on what was to be his last trip, to Cairo in order to personally congratulate Selim for his
conquest of Syria and Egypt. On June 23, 1517 (just a month before his death), he was

received in audience by the Sultdn and rewarded with gifts.

In short, the Christian boy born Prince Stjepan Vuk¢i—Kosaca in Herzegovina in 1456,
not only changed his religion and name upon entering Ottoman service in 1472, having
done so he was reborn as the Ottoman official Hersekzide Ahmed. Under this persona he
amassed a forty year record of service at the pinnacle of the Ottoman ruling elite which

was unsurpassed throughout the state’s six-hundred year history.

To anyone familiar with the longevity of high Ottoman officials in the late 15* and
16" century, Hersekzade’s career stands out as unique. To have served five terms as
Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir), in an era when dismissal from that position, the highest
administrative post in the Empire, was frequently accompanied by execution, is nothing

less than extraordinary.

When we factor into this equation that he was able to do so throughout the reigns of three
very diverse rulers, Sultin Mehmed II (1451-1481), Sultdn Bayezid II (1481-1512), and
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Sultan Selim I (1512-1520), his abilities are brought into even sharper focus. It is no
wonder that the contemporary chroniclers are united in their praise of his extraordinary
ability as a statesman. They stress the fact that he was very learned, well versed in statecraft,
thoughtful (indeed cautious), reasonable, honest and courageous. Indeed, they, and later

writers, appraise him as a heroic figure.®

Hersekzdde Ahmed’s Family Life & Progeny

As is all too often the case with Ottoman officials, virtually nothing is known about the
private life of Hersekzide Ahmed. Due to the fact that he was married to the daughter
of Sultdn Bayezid II, we at least know the name of his wife (or of one of his wives). This
was the princess Hiindi Hatlin, whom he married in late 1481, shortly after her father
had assumed the Sultanate. As she is named in Hersekzade’s vakfiye (pious endowment
charter), which was drawn up in December 1511, as merhiime (deceased),” we also know
that she had died prior to that date.

What little is known in regard to Hersekzides progeny, likewise comes primarily
from the 1511 wvakfiye, which provides us the names of three of his daughters: 1) a
certain Mahdtim[e]—zade (22l ps33«), who from the fact that the vakfiye states
“following the death of her mother, and longing for her company, chose to pass away ro holy
places,” we know had also died prior to 1511;*° 2) a second daughter named Kamer—sih
(sl yad), from whom Hersekzade had purchased shares of properties she had inherited
from her mother;> and, 3) a third daughter named ‘Ayni—sah (oLé ue) from whom
he had likewise purchased shares of properties she had inherited from her deceased
mother. Given the wording of the charter, it is clear that these three of his progeny were
all daughters of Hiindi Hatlin. From other sources it appears that he had at least one

additional daughter, a certain Him4, who was still living in 1551.%2

The vakfiye also clearly states that while during his lifetime Hersekzide himself will
administer the pious foundation, and following his death he will be succeeded “by zhe most

upright and capable of his illustrious sons,” although it does not provide the names of any of

4 Turan, 1998: p. 237. See also: Mehmed Siireyya: Sicill~i Osmani. Istanbul, h. 1308 (1890—
1891). Volume L., p. 195.

4 Simsar, 1940: pp. 68-69.

0 Simsar, 1940: pp. 70-71. Note: The name Mahdim-zade is, to say the least, a somewhat
problematic name for a woman. Literally meaning ‘son of the Lord or Master, normally it would
refer to males. However, from the fact that the vakfiye writes: Mahdiim—zide nam kizlarindan
(from among his daughters, the one named Mahd{im—zide), it appears to have actually been the
name of one of his daughters.

°! Simsar, 1940: pp. 70-71.

Sabanovié, 1971: p. 342. Note: Sabanovi¢ provides this name without citing his source.
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his male offspring.”® As previously mentioned, one of these ‘unnamed sons” was the poet
‘Ali Beg (last mentioned in 1545), and a second was named Mustafa Beg (who was living
as late as 1582). With Mustafa’s death the Muslim branch of the Hersekzade family seems

to have come to an end.>

The question as to whether or not Hersekzdde Ahmed had other wives or concubines,
cither during or after his marriage to Hindi Hattin, and whether or not he may have had
children from such unions, is unanswerable on the basis of our surviving sources. There
is however, one intriguing piece of evidence which points to the possibility that he might

have had at least one additional wife or concubine.

Specifically, among a scattering of surviving tombstones in the courtyard of the mosque
built by Hersekzide in the Kesan village of Ras [Today’s: Kesanl], is a fragment of an early
mezar tas: (tombstone), dated hicri 925 (1519), the top lines of which are missing. The

surviving portion names a certain Perihal Hatn (Lady Perthal), who died (f mate) in the
year hicri 925 (1519) [Plate 3].

Several factors point to that likelihood that the
lady in question must have been a member of
Hersekzade Ahmed’s immediate household. As
will subsequently be discussed, in the opening
decades of the 16™ century the village of Ris
was a tiny settlement, noteworthy only for the
fact that its owner, Hersekzdde Ahmed, had
chosen to settle in it and build an impressive
mosque. This fact, together that the knowledge
that the Perihal Hétln in question, died only
two years after Ahmed Pasa and was buried
(with an elaborate tombstone), in the courtyard
of his mosque in the village of Ris, raises the
likelihood that she was a member of his fam-
ily, i.e., either an otherwise unknown wife or
concubine. There is simply no other way to ac-
count for such an elaborate tombstone marking
the burial site of a woman in such an isolated
Thracian village in the opening decades of the

Plate 1: Tombstone of Perihal Hatun 16" century.

>3 Simsar, 1940: pp. 126-129.

54 Sabanovi¢, 1971: p. 342. Note: Here too, I am relying on Sabanovi¢, who provides this name

and information without citing his source.
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Our only clue as to who the elusive Perihal Hatlin may have been is her name itself. Perthal
was a name frequently given to cariyes (female slaves or concubines). That said, there is no
way of further determining what the exact relationship linking Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa

and the otherwise unknown Lady Perihal may have been.

The Pious Endowments of Hersekzaide Ahmed

Hersckzdde Ahmed Paga, while following the customary Ottoman practice of endowing
charitable works, did so in his own fashion. Specifically, and somewhat atypically, while his
pious endowment (vakz) included two mosques (cdmis) and a soup kitchen (imdret), none of

them were located in the capital Istanbul, nor in any other of the Empire’s towns or cities.

Rather, he chose to build them in the Thracian village of Riis [today’s Kesin = Byzantine:
Kissos or Kisson],” and in the Bithynian village of Dil [Today’s: Hersek Koyii near Yaloval.
He chose R, a village he owned, as the site of a mosque, while selecting the village of Dil,
which he also owned, as the site of both an imadret (soup kitchen), and a second mosque.
While the soup kitchen has not survived, both mosques have, albeit, in greatly altered
forms. The mosque in Dil, which was completely destroyed by the beginning of the 20*

century, has been totally rebuilt [Plate 4], while that in Riis=Kesin, while likewise having

Plate 4: Restored Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa Camii in Dil (Hersek Koyu), 2011

55

Georgios Liakopoulos: 7he Ottoman Conquest of Thrace: Aspects of Historical Geography.
Unpublished M.A. Thesis. Ankara (Bilkent University), 2002.
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Plate 6: Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa Cadmii in Rus Koyu (Kesén), ca. 1935
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Plate 7: Restored Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa Camii in R(s Koyi-Kesan, 2011
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been renovated on several occasions [Plate 5 & 6], retains some of its original features™

[Plate 7].

The century following the 1453 conquest of Istanbul was one in which most high level
Ottoman officials chose to construct their charitable works in the city. They did so for a
variety of reasons: a) to contribute to the transformation of the ruined shell of Byzantine
Constantinople into a fitting Ottoman capital; b) as a sign to one and all of their having
made good; ¢) as a means of alienating income for the use of their descendants, i.e., by
naming their sons or daughters as the salaried administrators of the foundations they
established; and, d) finally as a means of ensuring that their names would live on after
their deaths.”

The fact that, contrary to this practice, Hersekzide Ahmed chose out of the way, indeed
remote/obscure, locations for his charitable activities is noteworthy. On the one hand
it may simply have been in keeping with the modesty which the contemporary writers
ascribe to his character, while, on the other, his having done so may be read as bearing

a casual relationship to the length and grandeur of his career. Stated differently, it was

¢ Note: The Dil mosque’s internal dimensions are: 13.15 x 13.18 meters, whereas those of the

Kesan mosque are: 9.46 x 9.47 meters, i.e., the former was a far larger structure. See: 1. Aydin
Yiiksel: Osmanls Mimdrisinde II. Béyezid Yavuz Selim Devri (886-926/1481-1520). Cilt V.
Istanbul (Istanbul Fetih Cemiyeti), 1983. pp. 311— [Hereafter: Yiiksel, 1983

7 See: Howard Crane [Ed. & Tt.]: The Gardens of the Mosque: Hafiz Hiiseyin al-Ayvansarayi’s Guide
to the Muslim Monuments of Ottoman Istanbul. Leiden (Brill), 2000. Ayvansarayis exhaustive
description of the mosques and mescids of Istanbul (written in 1779), establishes that virtually
all 15" and 16™ century Ottoman officials, who rose to the levels attained by Hersekzide
Ahmed, endowed charitable works in the capital. A thorough examination of Ayvansarayf’s
work confirms that at the end of the 18" century no mosque or mescid attributed to Hersekzade
existed in Istanbul.

That no pious endowment of any kind was ever endowed by Hersekzade in Istanbul is further
confirmed by: a) Omer Latfi Barkan & Ekrem Hakki Ayverdis: Istanbul Vakiflar: Tahrir Defieri
— 953 (1546) Taribli. Istanbul, 1970; and, b) Mehmet Canatar: Istanbul Vakiflar: Tahrir Defieri
— 1009 (1600) Taribli. Istanbul (Istanbul Fethi Cemiyeti), 2004. These two works which list all
the charitable foundations that were established in the capital in the years 1453-1600, contain
no entry relating to any endowment of Hersekzdde Ahmed.

Interestingly, two late 18" century evkaf (pious foundation) documents preserved in the Prime
Minister’s Archives in Istanbul, contain marginal notes which seemingly imply that there was in
fact a mosque in the capital built by Hersekzade Ahmed. See: Istanbul Prime Ministry Archives:
Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya #448; Gomlek #22675; Tarih: 29
Ra [Rebiiilevvel] 1204 (December 17, 1789) & Istanbul Prime Ministry Archives: Bagbakanlik
Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya #48; Gomlek #2395; Tarih: 21 C [Cumadelihire]
1204 (March 8, 1790). Both documents are requests concerning the appointment of duagus
(prayer reciters) for Hersekzdde Ahmed’s pious foundation. Neither name the mosque (or
location) that the requests are made for. The official who approved both these requests has (in a
marginalia) noted that they are for the: “pious foundation of the Noble Mosque of the deceased
Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa in Istanbul” (Vakf-1 Cimi—i Serife—i merhum Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa
der Istanbul). As no such mosque is known to have existed, this would appear to be a scribal
error, i.e., the requests in question were actually on behalf of his mosques in the villages of Ras

and Dil.
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perhaps his lack of ostentation, indeed his prudent, low key and unpretentious lifestyle,
which contributed to his virtually unprecedented three decade career at the apex of the

Ottoman ruling elite.

The wvakfiye (pious endowment charter) for Ahmed Paga’s Riis Mosque, the Mescid—i
Ciami—5 Serif (and for his endowments in the village of Dil) was drawn up during the
last ten days of the month of Ramadan in the hicri year 917, i.e., between December 12,
1511 and December 22, 1511. It is written in Turkish (with numerous Qur’anic phrases
in Arabic), in the si/is script. It survives in a unique copy which is preserved in the John
Freer Frederick Lewis Collection in the Free Library of Philadelphia, in the United States
of America.

'This vakfiye, was published by an Iranian—born scholar, Muhammed Ahmed Simsar, as:
The Wagfiyah of "Abhmed Pisi in 1940.%® Simsar’s work is an exemplary piece of scholarship,
which, unfortunately, in the seventy years since its publication, has not always received the

close attention it so clearly warrants from specialists working on Ottoman history.”

'The vakfiye names the endower as: Hazret—i ‘Ahmed Paga, ibn Abdu-Hayy (His Excellency
Ahmed Pasa, the son of the Servant of God), a reflection of the fact that he was a convert
to Islam, as well as perhaps a sensitivity against using his real patronymic, ‘Hersek—zdide,

@ i.e., the son of the Prince of Herzegovina,® in what was clearly a religious document. @
From the fact that his Thracian mosque is referred to in the vakfiye as having been built:

In the Province of Geliboli’s village of Ras, which is attached to the
borough/district/township of Kesin (livi—7 gelibilida qasabah—i Kesin
t4bi’ Rils koyunde), where with respect, joy, health and safety he lives,

having built one Mescid—i Cémi—i Serif; a strongly built structure and a

most beautiful foundation [which has become] an achievement acceptable
to the people..*!

we know that the actual date of its construction must have predated the vakfiye which

he drew up to provide the income necessary to meet its ongoing expenses, together with

% Simsar, 1940: See also: Muhammed Ahmed Simsar: Oriental Manuscripts of the John Frederick
Lewis Collection — 1937. Baltimore, Maryland (J. M. Furst Company), 1937.

Note: Even when cited, the information it contains has not always been fully utilized. As a case
in point one may cite the studies on Hersekzdde Ahmed, authored by the Bosnian scholar Hazim
Sabanovi¢. His findings, summarized in Sabanovi¢, 1971: p. 342, state that Hersekzade Ahmed
had one daughter named Hama. Clearly, despite citing the Simsar study in his bibliography, he
overlooked the fact that the 1511 vakfiye names three additional daughters: 1) Mahdtim—zade;
2) Kamer—sah; and, 3) ‘Ayni-sah.

€ Simsar, 1940: p. 56.

' Simsar, 1940: p. 62.
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those of the second mosque (Mescid—i Serife) and the imdret (soup kitchen) he had likewise
previously built in the village of Dil, in the district of Yalak Ova (Yalova).®> However, due
to the absence of dated kitabes (dedicatory inscriptions) on either of the two surviving

mosques, it is impossible to further pinpoint their actual construction dates.®

We also know from the wording of the vakfiye, that when it was drawn up in December
1511, Hersekzdde Ahmed was physically resident in the Kesdn village of Riis. When we
juxtapose this information with what is known of his career, which, as was seen in Table
IV [above pp. 14-15], at one time or another, included many of the highest administrative
posts in the Empire, it becomes apparent that he drew up his pious endowment charter
following his third stint as Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir), which had ended abruptly on
September 21, 1511. On that date, his Istanbul konak (mansion) had been attacked and
ransacked by a mob of Janissaries who were partisans of Prince Yavuz Selim in his ongoing
struggle for power with his father Sultdn Bayezid II (Hersekzade’s patron and father—in—
law). Hersekzide Ahmed had literally fled for his life. It is easy to imagine that following
this event he had gone into semi-retirement in the Kesin village of Ras which he held as
private property. His life as a gentleman farmer came to an end less than a year after he
drew up his vakfiye, when he was summoned back by now Sultin Yavuz Selim, to serve a

fourth time as Vezir—i Azam (Grand Vezir) in late November 1512.

The Village of Riis & the Town of Kesin

One of the more intriguing questions raised by the vakfiye of Ahmed Pasa, is that of
determining the physical relationship in the early 16™ century between what it specifically
refers to as the borough/district/township of Kesan (kasaba—i Kesin), and the village of Riis
(Riis kdy) which was attached to it (#46i).% The problems inherent in attempting to find
an answer to this query are multiplied by the fact that today the city of Kesin is home to
55,000 residents.®® This population has totally submerged virtually all vestiges of the 16®

62

This is clear from the fact that the December 1511 vakfiye refers to his “having built one holy
mosque” in the village of Ras [Simsar, 1940: pp. 62-63], and to his “having built another holy
mosque and soup—kitchen” in the village of Dil [Simsar, 1940: p. 62—65]. This was in fact the
common practice, i.e., one originally built their endowment and then established a pious
foundation (vakzf) to meet the costs associated with its operations and upkeep. For a similar
case in the Macedonian town of Kavala, see: Heath W. Lowry & Ismail E. Eriinsal: Remembering
Ones Roots: Mehmed Ali Pasa of Egypts Links to the Macedonian town of Kavala (Architectural
Monuments, Inscription & Documents). Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2011.

63

For the Ras/Kesan mosque, see: Semavi Eyice: “Hersckzdde Ahmed Pasa Camii,” in Tiirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Islaim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 17 (Istanbul, 1998), pp. 237-238 [Hereafter: Eyice,
1998]; for the mosque and mausoleum in Dil, see: Semavi Eyice: “Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa
Camii ve Tiirbesi,” in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cile 17 (Istanbul, 1998), pp.
238-239. For both sites, see: Yiiksel, 1983: pp. 311—.

¢4 Simsar, 1940: p. 62.

¢ Local histories of the town of Kesin include: Hilmi Dinger’s Kesan Tarihi. Corlu (Cem

Matbaacilik), ND and by the same author: Kegan ve Mey hane Kiiltiirii. 3* Edition. Corlu (Cem
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century settlement. Indeed, our only point of reference is the mosque itself, which

common Ottoman practice suggests would have been built in the center of the Village of
Rds.

In a Gelibolu tahrir defter (tax register) drawn up in 1519, i.e., late in the reign of Sultan
Yavuz Selim, just ten years after Ahmed Pasa built his mosque in Ris, and two years after
his death, there is no mention of a town named Kegan, rather it only appears as the name
of a kazi (administrative sub—district), i.e., as the Kazid—i Kesin. It was the administrative
sub—district lying between the Kazi—i Gelibolu and the Kazi—i Migalkara [Today:
Malkara]. Collectively these three kazds, together with the nearby Aegean islands of
Limnos (Lemnos), Semdirek (Samothrace), Imroz (Gokgeada) and Tasyoz (Thasos),
comprised the Province of Gallipoli (Livi—i Gelibolu).*® As Gelibolu was the home port
of the Ottoman navy, the bulk of its revenues were traditionally set aside as the large
fief (has), of the Kapudan—i Derya (Commander of the Navy), a position held on three
separate occasions by Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa.

Indeed, a perusal of the extant tahrir defiers (tax registers) from the 15* and 16™ century,
establishes that the administrative status of the region was in a more or less constant
state of flux. Thus, in 1474-1475, in the oldest surviving register,”” there is no mention
of KesAn among the administrative sub—districts of the Province of Gallipoli (Livi—i
Gelibolu). Rather, it breaks the province down into six ndhiyes (subdivision of a kaza):
Abr1, Harala, Ece Ovasi, ‘Aliyird—din/Kari—yaya, Evresil and Migalkara.

As noted above, in the 1519 register, the Livd—i Gelibolu was comprised of three kazas, i.e.,
Gelibolu, Migalkara and Kes4n, which in turn are shown as containing eight nahiyes: Ece
Owast, Abri, Harala, Evresil, Kari—yaya, Migalkara, Cinbi and Kesan.

To further complicate an already cloudy picture, an undated register from the reign of
SultAn Kiniini Stileyman (1520-1566), which is missing its closing section, shows the
province of Gelibolu to have been comprised of three kazas (Gelibolu, Migalkara and
Limnos), which in turn were subdivided into the three nahiyes of Evresil, Ece Ovast and

Bolay1r.® While there is no definitive way to establish that the missing section of this deffer

Matbaacilik), 2008. For an important recent study of the Evros/Meri¢ River valley, which is
bordered on the southeast by the region of Kesin, see: Robert Ousterhout & Charalambos
Bakirtzis: 7he Byzantine Monuments of the Evros/Meri¢ River Valley. Thessaloniki (European
Center for Byzantine and Post—Byzantine Monuments), 2007.

% T. C. Bagbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii: 75 Numaralt Gelibolu Livis: Mufasssal
Tahrir Defteri (925/1519). 2 Cilt. Ankara, 2009 [Hereafter: Tahrir #75, 2009].

7 Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Zapu—Tabrir Defter No. 12; Tarih: 879 (1474-1475).
6 Tahrir #75, 2009: pp. 7-8.

©  Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Zapu—Tahrir Defter No. 434; Tarih: Undated. As it is prefaced with the tugra
of Kaniini Siileyman, we know that it was drawn up between 1520 and 1566.

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 25 @ 5/11/12 10:50:38 AM‘



1 [ UEEEm ®

26 HEATH W. LOWRY

did not include reference to Kesan, its failure to mention it as a kaza, suggests that it no

longer had that status. This impression is confirmed by two later registers as well.

In a tabrir defter of 1569-1570, the Livi—i Gelibolu (Province of Gelibolu), is shown as
being made up of two kazas (Gelibolu and Migalkara), which in turn were subdivided
into eleven nahiyes (Evresil, Migalkara, Harala, Abri, Kesan, Ipsala, Ferecik, Giimiilcine,

Ece-abad, Kari—yaya and Bolayir).”

Finally, in a register of 1600-1601, the province of Gelibolu is shown as being comprised
of six nahiyes (no kazas are mentioned): Evrese [sic. Evresil], Harala, Abr1, Kegin, Ipsala

and Giimiilcine.”!

Interestingly, in addition to not mentioning a town of Kesin, none of these tahrir defters
mention a village named Ras. The reason for these lacuna likely stemmed from the fact
that: a) there simply was no town of Kesén in existence in the 16" century; and, b) while
the village of Réis was alienated in the 1511 vakfiye, its revenue had been earmarked for
the use of the donor, Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa, during his lifetime, i.c., it was not subject

to taxation and therefore like all such sites does not appear in the tax registers.”

This said, as noted above, it is relatively easy to pinpoint the exact site of the 16® century
village of Ras, due to Ahmed Paga’s having built his mosque (which still stands), at what
we may presume to have been its apex. Having done so, we have no alternative but to
conclude that at some later point in time, the name of the 16™ century village of Riis was
replaced by that of the kazd / nahiye it was located in and henceforth became known as:

Kesan.

Just when Kesan replaced Ras as the settlement’s name is unclear. Even as late as April
25, 1732, a document preserved in the Istanbul Prime Ministry (Bagbakanlik) Archives,
still refers to the pious foundation of Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa in the village of Ras, which
is attached to the administrative district (kzza) of Kesin;”> while a second document in
the same collection, dated April 1, 1900, mentions a market (pazar) in the village of Riis
which belongs to Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa’s vakzf (pious foundation) in the town (kasaba)
of Kesan,” thereby suggesting that even at the beginning of the 20® century at least a

quarter or section of the town of Kesan was still known as the village of Ris.

70 Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Zapu—Tahrir Defter No. 490; Tarib: 977 (1569-1570).
7t Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Zapu—Tahrir Defter No. 724; Tarih: 1009 (1600-1601).

7> Note: From the fact that its name does not appear in the register as one of the vak:f villages

assigned by Ahmed Pasa to his pious foundation, it appears that as late as 1519 the legal transfer
of its ownership had not yet been finalized.

73 Istanbul Prime Ministry Archives: Basbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya
#5215 Gomlek #26314; Tarih: 29 § [Sevval] 1144 (April 25, 1732).

74 Istanbul Prime Ministry Archives: Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: DH.MKT = Dahiliye Nezareti
Mektubi Kalemi: Dosya #2326; Gomlek #70; Tarih: 30 Z [Zilhicce] 1317 (April 1, 1900).
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Simsar, writing seventy years ago, was therefore correct when he accepted Kesan and the
village of Riis, where Ahmed Pasa built his mosque, as one and the same place, and in his
‘Index of Places’ wrote: “Ris, a village now called Kesin.”” He posits no suggestion as to

when the village may have been submerged by the town.

Evliya Celebi’s Seyahatndme as a Source for the History of Kesin

Normally, when seeking information on the towns of the Ottoman realms, the historian’s
first point of reference is the Seyahatnime (Book of Travels), of the well-known 17
century Ottoman traveler, Evliya Celebi. He not only visited virtually every corner of the
Empire, but his ten volume work often serves as our only source for information on its
cities and towns. Unfortunately, when it comes to Kesan, the data he provides is not only

factually inaccurate, but noteworthy primarily for the lack of detail it provides.”

Among the many inaccuracies in his description is his erroneous claim that Kegan was
conquered from the Genoese in [1500], by Sultdn Bayezid II and his Grand Vezir Gedik
Ahmed Pasa, while they were enroute to Koron in the Morea.” This statement, if true,
would be a historical first, as Gedik Ahmed Pasa, the official he names, had been executed
by Sultan Bayezid II eighteen years earlier in 1482.

In point of fact, as we know from the late 15* century work of Asikpasazade, Evliya was

wrong by almost a century and a half as regards his dating of the conquest of the Kegin

7> Simsar, 1940: p. 197. From another passage in Simsar’s work [p. 183, footnotes 5 & 6] it
appears that he did not have the opportunity to visit Kesin while writing his study. He refers to
a native of the town, a Mr. Mahmud Kemal Tuna, who provided him the information that Kesan
and Ris were one and the same place. In this regard, Simsar wrote: “7his is substantiated from
official records of the present town af Kesin, which were examined at my request by Mr. Mahmud
Kemal Tuna, a resident of that town.” In the preface to his work, Simsar also thanks a Mr. Kenan
Inal of Istanbul for supplying him with photographs and other source materials [p. v].

76 Evliya Celebi bin Dervis Mehemmed Zilli: Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi. V. Kitap [ Topkap: Saray:
Kutuphanesi Bagdar 308 Numarals Yazmanin Transkripsiyonu — Dizini). Edited by Yucel Dagli,
Seyit Ali Kahraman & Ibrahim Sezgin. Istanbul (Yap1 Kredi Yayinlarr), 2001 [Hereafter: Evliya:
Vol. V,, 2001

77 Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: Varak 98a-98b “sene (——) tdrihinde Biyezid—i Veli Mora diydrinda Koron
kalast fethine giderken [98b] donanma—y: hiiméyin ile Gedik Ahmed Pasa bu Kesin kalasin
muhdsara ediip ceng—i azim ederek kala—i Kesin sihib—i sgn olup dhiriil-emr yedi giinde cebren
ve kahren kala—i Kesin't kesin ber—kesin abilisin siiriiyerek Ciniviz elinden feth etdiler. Badehi
deriin—1 hisdra Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasayr hikim nasb ediip amar etdi [“In the year ____ [left blank],
when [Sultdn] Bayezid II, accompanied by Gedik Ahmed Paga, and the Imperial Ottoman fleet,
were enroute to conquer the Fortress of Koron in the Morea, they besieged this Fortress of Kesan
for seven days after which they conquered it from the hands of the Genoese. Later, Hersekoglu
Ahmed Pasa became the ruler and settled in the interior of the fortress”]. For other examples
in which he has Gedik Ahmed Pasa participating in events which transpired in 1501, i.e., long
after his death see: Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: V352b (conquest of the fortress of Galata); V353b
(conquest of the fortress of Julad); V353b (conquest of the fortress of Kardik); 356b (conquest
of the fortress of Depedelen); and, V357a (conquest of the fortress of Iskirapar).
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fortress, as it had been an Ottoman possession since the early 1360s when it was taken by
Hac: | Gazi Evrenos.” A;lkpa§azade, in describing events which occurred in 1360-1361,

wrote:

Hact Ilbegi sarp Dimetoka hisarini fethetti. Beri yandan Gazi Evreniiz
dahi Kesin hisarim almagts.  Ipsala’y doviip dururdu.  Miislimanlar seving
igindeydiler.

Hac: Tlbegi conquered the difficult to access fortress of Dimetoka. On this
side [of the river], Gazi Evrenos took the fortress of Kesan. He also took
Ipsala. The Muslims were overfilled with joy.”

Even without the testimony of Asikpasazade, logic dictates that a small fortress such
as Kesn, located in the heart of Thrace, could not have held out against the mighty
Ottoman armies for half a century after the fall of Istanbul. For all the value of his work,
Evliya Celebi’s sense of history was frequently weak. In particular he had a penchant for
attributing conquests and monuments to Sultdn Bayezid II., which clearly predated that
ruler’s reign (1481-1512).%

More disturbing than his lack of knowledge relating to the town’s history, is the fact that
he provides virtually no specific information regarding its monuments/buildings. While
normally, he noted the exact number of each type of building (together with their names),
in each of the towns he visited, in the case of Kegan he simply leaves a lot of blank spaces.

Thus, he writes:

1) It has a total of quarters (mahalles);

2) and a total number of tile—roofed two—storied houses with

gardens and orchards (kiremit oriilii tahtini ve fevkini bag u bageeli
hinedanlardir);

78 [Nihal] Atsiz: Agik Pagaoglu Taribi. Istanbul (Milli Egitim Bakanligr Yayinlari), 1992. [44. Bab]
p. 50 [Hereafter: Atsiz, 1992]. For the conquests of Evrenos Gazi, See also: Heath W. Lowry:
The Shaping of the Ottoman Balkans, 1350~1550: The Conquest, Settlement and Infrastructural
Development of Northern Greece. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2009. pp. 16-64.

7 Atsiz, 1992: p. 50.

80 For other instances where he has attributed 14™ century monuments and/or events to the end
of the 15" century, see: Heath W. Lowry: “An Unknown Fourteenth Century Sultdnic Mosque
in the Macedonian City of Drama: The Yildirim Béyezid Cami” in H. Hartmuth & A. Dilsiz
(Eds.): Monuments, Patrons, Contexts: Papers on Ottoman Europe Presented to Machiel Kiel. Leiden
(Nederlands Institut voor het Nabije Oosten), 2010. pp. 15-27 [Hereafter: Lowry, 2010] &
Heath W. Lowry: “Architectural Monuments as a Source for the Dating of 14® Century Ottoman
Conquests in the Balkans: The Case Study of Vera/Bera/Pherai/Feres [Ottoman: Ferecik/Fire/
Fereciik],” in the Journal of Turkish Studies, Volume 32, No. 1 (2008), pp. 339-346.
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3) and a total number of prayer niches (mibrabs), of which by far

the most distinguished is the elegant mosque built by Hersek og/u Ahmed
Pasa, which is located in the center of the marketplace (amma ciimleden

stik—1 sultdni i¢re Hersek oglu Abhmed Pasa cimi‘i riisen bind—y: zibidsr);

4) and it has a total of small houses of prayer (mescids);
5) and a total of dervish lodges (tekye—i dervisin);
6) and a total of elegant bath houses (hammam—1 riisenddir);

7) as well as a total of merchant’s commercial buildings (hdn—:

tiiccarandr);

8) as well as a total of shops in its covered market hall (ve ciimle aded

diikkdn—1 bezzazistandir) .3

It would appear that, if, and when, he actually visited Kesin, Evliya had neglected to take
thorough notes regarding what he had seen, and intended to fill in the blank spots in his
account at some later time. Unfortunately, he died before having the opportunity to do
so. While Kesin is no way unique in this regard, the absence of any real detail provided
by Evliya Celebi, makes it impossible to utilize his account as a source for the town's

history.

Likewise, when it comes to the question of the relationship between the town of Kesan
and the village of Ras, here too, his description leaves much to be desired. As noted
above, the only monument he names is Ahmed Pasa’s mosque: “the most distinguished is
the elegant mosque built by Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasa, which is located in the center of
the marketplace” (ammié ciimleden sik—1 sultini icre Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasa cimi'i riigen
bind—y1 zibidir),** from which one might logically infer that it was located in the center

of the town/village.

However, in a separate section entitled: ‘Description of the fortress of Kesin, Possessor of
Renown’ (Evsdf-1 kal'a—i Kesdn sahib—i sin), Evliya writes: “afterwards, Hersekoglu Ahmed

81 Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: Varak 98b. “Ve ciimle | maballe ve ciimle | aded kiremit ortiilii
tahtini ve fevkini bag u bageeli hinedinlardir ve ciimle [____| aded mibribdir amma ciimleden
stik—1 sultdni icre Hersek oglu Ahmed Paga cami'i rigen bind—y: zibadir [3—4 blank lines]. Ve ciimle
[ ] aded mesicidlerdir [3—4 lines blank]. Ve ciimle [___] aded tekye—i dervigindir [3—4 lines
blank]. Ve ciimle [____] aded hammim—i riisenidyr. [3—4 lines blank] Ve ciimle | aded hin—:
tiiccarandsr. [3—4 lines blank] Ve ciimle [ aded diikkin—: bezzizistindir [3—4 lines blank]
Ve a%yin—1 kibirdan Mehemmed Aga ve Cafer Aga ve sma'il Aga ve N ] 11

11 1L ][ 1 [ 1L ][ 1. Ve memdishitindan ab [u] havisinin
letdfetinden mahbiib w mahbiibesi ve Rivm keratseleri cokdur [2.5 lines blank] Tetimme—i evsdf-1
kiilliyat—1 sehr—i Kesan: Zemini [____ ] [____| viki‘olup kalasi sekl—i murabbadan tilinice imis,
amma hardb dbaddr, lakin ismine Rus koyii derler. [3/4 line blank].

82 Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: Varak 98b.
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Pasa became the ruler and settled in the interior of the fortress” (Badehii deriin—1 hisira

Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasay: hikim nasb ediip amar etdi).®

He then continues: “the castle is in the form of a square, but it is in a state of ruin, yet they
call it the village of ROs” (kalas: sekl—i murabba'dan tilinice imis, amma harib Gbiddr,
ldkin ismine Ris koyii derler) .

While earlier scholars have tended to take his account at face value and concluded that
the Ahmed Pasa Mosque was located within the confines of the fortress,* logic dictates
otherwise. As anyone who has visited Ahmed Pasa’s Kesin mosque is aware, it is not built
on a hilltop (the traditional site of medieval fortresses), rather it sits in a depression, which
is the last spot any Byzantine fortification would ever have been located.

More importantly, the Castle of Kesin was not even located in the vicinity of the pres-
ent day town of Kegin, of which the mosque is the centerpiece. Rather it lay some four
kilometers to the South, and was located (as one would logically expect), on top of the
highest hill in the region, the hill which is today home to the region’s cell phone towers
[Plate 8].

Plate 8: Site of the Medieval Fortress of Kesan Viewed from the Present-day City of Kesan

8 Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: Varak 98b.
8 Evliya: Vol. V., 2001: Varak 98b.

% For example, see: Eyice, 1998: pp. 237-238. Eyice writes: “1511 tarihli vakfiyesinde adr gecen
Rus (Ros) kiyiindeki mescidin buras: oldugu kabul edilmektedir. Evliya Celebinin ifadesinden
anlagildigina gore Rus Kesan'in kalesidir” [English: From the fact that the village of Rus (Ros) is
named in the 1511 pious foundation charter, we understand that the mescid was built in that
village. As is clear from the testimony of Evliya Celebi, Rus was the fortress of Kesan]. In a
similar vein, Yuksel, 1983: p. 311 writes: “Bu vakfiyede ‘Rus’ veya ‘Ros’ adiyla gecen kiy Kesanin
kalesidir” [English: In this pious endowment charter the village which is known by the name
‘Rus’ or ‘Ros’ was the fortress of Kesan].
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In short, as the remains of its medieval walls attest, what Evliya refers to as the Kale—i Kesin
(Fortress of Kesan) and the village of Ris, i.e., today’s Kesan, were two separate entities

[Plate 9].

This fact suggests, as was common elsewhere in the 14™ and 15 century eastern Balkans,
that the Ottomans had rejected the idea of living within the fortress (which, as noted
above, was in fact located some distance from the village called Ris), and instead created a
new built environment, the village of Ras (which over time would morph into the present
day town of Kesan). This is exactly the pattern we see in the nearby Thracian towns of
Dimetoka and Giimiilgine, and in such eastern Macedonian cities as Drama and Serres (all
of which were home to large mosques built in the wake of their conquests), which were
located outside the confines of their pre—existing Byzantine fortifications. Once these
mosques had been built, they in turn became the center of the new Ottoman settlements

which grew up around them.¥

How then may we account for the misinformation provided by Evliya Celebi? One
possible explanation is that he never actually set foot in the village of Ris, rather he saw the
imposing dome of the Hersekzide Ahmed Camii as he passed along the road from Gallipoli
to Ipsala and Edirne, i.e., he caught a glimpse of the mosque from a distance, just as one

does today when driving the same route [Plate 10].

Properties Alienated by Hersekzide on Behalf of His Foundation
What we know for a fact, based on the wording of the vakfiye, is that Hersekzade Ahmed

owned the village called Ras, where he was living in 1511 when he drew up his charter on
behalf of the mosque he had previously constructed there. It was located some distance
from the site of the medieval Byzantine fortress of Kissos or Kisson, the remains of which

overlook the present day town of Kesan = Riis Koyii.
As for the village of Ris itself, here the vakfiye states:

After this His Excellency the abovementioned founder thus stipulated that
after he himself takes abode in the neighborhood of the most Merciful of
the merciful, the income of the village of Ris, which he himself possesses,
shall be added to the income of his other estates in trust, and shall be used

toward the other above mentioned expenses.*

8 Note: Arrow marks approximate location of the mosque.

8 See my forthcoming study: “The Rise of the Ottoman State, 13021517, in Metin Heper &
Sabri Sayar1 (Eds.): Routledge Handbook of Modern Turkey. London (Routledge), scheduled for
publication in 2012 & Lowry, 2010: pp. 15-27.

8 Simsar, 1940: p. 132.

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 32 @ 51112 10:51:29 AM‘



Plate 10: Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa Camii in Kesan (From the Highway), 2011

HersekzadeBookSayfa_I'ng02.indd 33 5/11/12 10:51:37 AM




— HEENT T T ] ®

34 HEATH W. LOWRY

From the fact that the donor stipulated that following his death, the income of the village
of Ras (which was set aside for his usage during his lifetime), would likewise be added to
the endowment (vaksf) he had established for the purpose of maintaining his foundations
in the Kegan village of Ras and the Yalak Ova (Yalova) village of Dil, and from the failure
of the 1519 zahrir defter, to name the taxes of Rlis among the assets of his vaksf, we may
infer that in the interim between his death in July 1517 and 1519 (when the register was
drawn up), the legal transfer of the village’s income to his foundation had not yet been

realized.

What is harder to account for is the fact that, while the 1519 tahrir defter, includes a
section on the properties belonging to Ahmed Pasa’s vak:f; there are discrepancies between
the Kesin villages it names as belonging to his foundation, and those which the 1511

vakfiye states he had bequeathed to it [Table V].*

As may be seen in Table V, several of the villages listed as attached to the sub—district
of Kesin (#4bi’i Kesdn) which were deeded over to his pious foundation by Hersekzade
Ahmed in 1511, e.g., Arnavud Ciftlig1, Kuralar, Sagirlar and Sikullu, do not appear in
the list of properties recorded in the 1519 zahrir defter (tax register) as belonging to his
foundation. This seeming anomaly is difficult to account for, as the Ottoman bureaucracy

in the 16% century was particularly adept at keeping track of all possible revenue sources.

In addition, the three villages of Kalami¢, Kizilca (also known as Dursun) and Giindiizler,
which appear in the 1519 Gelibolu tax register, are not listed among the properties
bequeathed by Hersekzade Ahmed in 1511. This discrepancy is easier to account for, as they
may well reflect additional bequests made between the time the initial pious foundation’s

charter (vakfiye) was drawn up in early December 1511 and his death on July 21, 1517.

Another explanation which might account for this discrepancy is that the three villages of
Kuralar, Sagirlar and Sikullu (which appear in the 1511 vakfiye), are listed under different
names in the 1519 Gelibolu tax register, i.e., as Kalamic, Kizilca (also known as Dursun)

and Giindiizler.

¥ Note: Given the fact that virtually all of the names of the Kesin settlements listed in the 1519
register were Turkish, it is difficult to understand why so few of them have survived. A thorough
survey of the existing literature on village toponyms in today’s Republic of Turkey, establishes
that the disappearance of village names seen in the 1519 register was not part of the ‘renaming’
that went on in the early years of the Turklsh Republic. Rather, it occurred in the Ottoman
period. See (in their order of publication): 1) T.C. Dahiliye Vekaleti: Koylerimizin Adlar:.
Ankara, 1928; 2) T.C. Icisleri Bakanlig iller Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii: Ziirkiyede Meskun Yerler
Kilavuzu. 2 Cile. Ankara, 1946; 3) T.C. Icisleri Bakanligs Iller Idaresi Genel Midiirliigii: Miilki
Idare Taksimatina Gore En Son Tesbit Edilen Adlart Tle Koylerimize Ait Biiltenler. Cilt 1. (A-1).
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Table V: Kesin Area Villages Bequeathed by Ahmed Pasa to his Foundation in the
1511 Vakfiye & Those Listed as Belonging to it in the 1519 Tahrir Defter
Name of Locati 1511 1519 Tahrir Present S
Village ocation Vakfiye Defter Location ouree
Karye—i Kalami¢ .
Karye—i 14bi’t (Vakf~1 merhum Taggf)§75’
Kalamic Cinbi B Ahmed Pasa bin - ?9
Hersek] p-
Karye—i Kizilca
Karye—i Kizilca abi nam—i diger Tahrir #75,
nam—i diger K Z; - Dursun [ Vakf~: - 2009:
Dursun s merhum Ahmed p. 519
Pasa bin Hersek]
Tahrir #75,
) o Karye—i Kayactk | Didimoticho 2009:
fmye—; I?éf; K;g.?c..lk [Vakf~: Ahmed in Greece p. 520; Simsar,
ayact 3 aH Pasa bin Hersek] [Gr. Kiriaki] 1940: pp.
6667
Tahrir #75,
) o . Karye—i Yapildak | 16 kilometers 2009:
Kapesd | gabit | Napildak | e Abmed | Southiof | p. 521 Simsar,
apriaa 5 o Pasa bin Hersek] Kesan 1940: pp.
66-67
X . bt Next to Yapildak | 16 kilometers | Tahrir #75,
Giii%;/ler Ki: ;; - (Yapildak ile bir- South of 2009:
s birine mutassildir) Kesan p. 521
Arnavud tdbi’i Ris | Arnavud Present Day | Simsar, 1940:
Ciftlig: Kayii Ciftligi - Kesan pp. 66-7
Karye—i 1dbi’t Kuralar 3 Simsar, 1940:
Kuralar Kesin Koyii pp. 66-7
Alexan-
Karye—i 14bi’t Sagirlar .droup oli Simsar, 1940:
Sagrlar | Kesin | Kayi - in Grecce 66-7
& ¥ 4 (Dedeagac) pp-
[Now: Plakal]
. tdbi’t Sikullu Sigilli in Simsar, 1940:
Karye=i Sikullu Kesan Kayii - Kesan pp. 66-7
o) o . [Note: Not listed | Greece: Melia | . .
Karye—i Balilu Diiﬁbilk ]i,?.l.lltl due to its being [Former: Sxmsar%ZI 934 0:
ctoxa oaH in Dimetoka] Ballikdy] Pp- /<=

Ankara, 1963; 4) T.C. ¢igleri Bakanlig: Iller Idaresi Genel Miudiirliigii: Koylerimiz (1 Mart 1968
giintine kadar). Ankara (Bagbakanlik Basimevi), 1968; 5) Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti: Cumburiyetin
50. Yilinda Edirne — 1973 Il Yillgr. Ankara, 1973; 6) T.C. Icisleri Bakanligs Iller idaresi Genel
Midiirltigii: Tiirkiye Miilki Idare Biliimleri — Belediyeler/Koyler. Seri II., Sayr 5. Ankara, 1 Agustos
1977; & 7) T.C. Igisleri Bakanlg: {ller idaresi Genel Midiirligii: Tiirkiye Miilki Idare Boliimleri

— Belediyeler/Koyler. Genel Yayin No. 408, Seri II1., Sayz 4. Ankara, 1 Kasim 1985.
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As to what the actual size of the villages and the amounts of the revenues they provided
were, here we have only the testimony of the 1519 Gelibolu tahrir defter [Table VI],

which, as previously noted, only mentions a total of five of the villages bequeathed by

Hersekzide Ahmed to his pious foundation. It does however provide a breakdown of the

taxes paid by each, as well as the number of households (banes) in each settlement.

Table VI: Villages Listed in the 1519 Gelibolu Tax Register as Belonging to the
Pious Foundation (vakifj of the Deceased Ahmed Pasa, the son of Hersek

Name of Village

Population Data Provided as
Households (Hanes)

Annual
Revenues

in Akges

Source

Karye—i Kalami¢
14bi’t Cinbi

Christian: Héanes (Households): 19
Christian: Miicerred (Bachelors): 2
Estimated Population: 97 *

4,339 akge

Tahrir #75, 2009:
pp- 519-520

Karye—i Kiztlca
nam—i diger Dursun
t4bi’t Kesén

Mehmed son of ‘All — imdim
(prayer leader)
Muslims: Hine (Households): 15
Muslims: Miicerred (Bachelors): 11
Estimated Population: 86

3,757 akge

Tahrir #75, 2009:
pp- 519-520

Karye—i Kayactk
t4bi’t Kesin

Mehmed son of Yusuf — kethiidi
(steward) Mustafa — nev miisliman
(new convert to Islam)
Hasan — nev miislimain
(new convert to Islam)
Muslims: Hine (Households): 27
Muslims: Miicerred (Bachelors): 11
Muslims: Cemaat—i miisellemin
(community of auxiliary cavalry-

men — one of whom is Hamza — nev
miisliman, a new convert to Islam): 5

Estimated Population: 171

3,788 ak¢e

Tahrir #75, 2009:
p- 520

Karye—i Yapildak
t4bi’t Kesén

Mehmed Fakih son of Nastih — imim

(prayer leader)
Muslims: Hane (Households): 18
Muslims: Miicerred (Bachelors): 9

Estimated Population: 99

Tahrir #75, 2009:
p. 521

Karye—i Giindiizler
t4bi’t Kesén

Tur Bali son of Veli Fakih — imiam
(prayer leader)
Muslims: Hine (Households): 13
Muslims: Miicerred (Bachelors): 3
Estimated Population: 68

7,202 akge

Tahrir #75, 2009:
pp- 521-522

TOTALS:

Estimated Total Population
of the five villages: 521

19,082
akge

* Note: Derived by multiplying the number of hanes (households) by 5 and adding 1 for
each miicerred (bachelor).
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Accepting the five villages seen in Table VI as representative of the average size of all
the settlements bequeathed by Hersekzade Ahmed to his foundation, it appears that all
of them, including the village of Ris (today’s Kesin) were, even by early 16" century
Ottoman standards, small, i.e., with average populations of less than 100 residents. The
only exception was the village of Kayacik, whose population of 170 inhabitants still
marked it as a relatively small settlement by the standards of the era.

Further, as indicated by the Turkish names they (with the exception of the village of
Kalami¢ whose exact location is indeterminable) bore, it is no surprise to see that virtually
all their inhabitants were Muslims. The only exception being the one village with a non—
Turkish name, i.e., Kalami¢ (Kalamitze), whose inhabitants as might be expected were
Orthodox Christians.”

The Kazi—i Kesin in the Sixteenth Century

Another question begging an answer is: just what were the actual boundaries of the Kazi—i
Kesén (administrative sub—district of Kesin) at the beginning of the 16" century? To
answer this query we must turn to an examination of all the Kesin toponyms (place
names) listed in the 1519 register, and then compare them with a list of village names
in the region today. Table VII provides a breakdown of the names of every village in the
Gelibolu zahrir which are recorded as #4bi% Kesin (attached to Kegin), i.e., part of the

administrative sub—district of Kesan.

Map I (p. 40) shows those 16™ century villages listed as attached to Kesan which are
identifiable today. It provides both the 'old" and 'new' names of the settlements. As one
might expect the majority of the identifiable villages lay astride the main north-south
route running from Edirne in the North to the important Aegean ports of Gelibolu and
Enez in the South.

Finally, some idea of the role played by Hersekzade in the history not only of what today is
the city of Kesan, but throughout the region, can be had from examining those individuals
who are listed as the erbab—i timars (ief-holders) in the 1519 tabrir defier, that is, those
individuals whose income was derived from the taxes paid by the villages which comprised

the population of the Kazd—i Kegdn (Administrative District of Kesan).

As may be seen in Table VIII, no less then ten of the late Hersekzade’s former personal
retainers (Merdiim—i Ahmed Pasa bin Hersek), each with ranks such as Subas: (Police
Superintendent), Bostanc: (Member of the Imperial Guard), Kapudan (Commander in the

% Note: From the names of the residents of the village of Kalami¢ listed in Tahrir #75, 2009:
p. 519, it appears that the residents were of mixed Slavic and Greek origin, e.g., Koki son of
Kondopoli, Moskopolo son of Dimitri, Yorgi son of Dimitri, Kosti son of Dimitri, Manol son
of Nikola — Eflak (Walachian), Todor son of Nikola, Kali son of Nikola, Kondologo son of
Terkiminos, Yorgi son of Yani, etc.
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Table VII: Villages Listed as Attached to Kesan in the 1519 Gelibolu Tahrir Defter
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®

1519 Village Attached Title of
Page Name To Held/Owned By Holder Name Today
X . wr st | timar—i Ali bin Bahadir
261 Karye—i Kebece 14bi’f Kesan ve Al bin Eflak Dogan
Karye—i Hamza—i LT A Haricden dabi zirdat
284 Kigitk tdbi’ Kegan iderler
288 Karye—i Tatarlar t4bi’ Kegin
288 Karye—i Abi tdbi’i Kesan
Merdiim—i Kilicks
297 Karye—i Kilie 1461 Kesan | timar—i Kapudan ‘Ali | Ahmed Pasa 10y
. [Kesan—Merkez]
bin Hersek
Karye—i Ak—kovaca | ;.1 Akhoca
298 [Ak—hoca] #bit Kesin [Kesan-Mecidiye]
299 | Karye—i Bagmakcilu | tibi’i Kesan
Merdiim—i Kizkanan
300 | Karye—i Kiz—kaban | 1dbii Kesin | timar—i Pervane Subas: | Ahmed Paga apan
bin Hersek [Kesan-Mecidiye]
Merdiim—i
302 Karye—i Musa Bey | #ibi’i Kesan | timar—i Kasim Subas: | Ahmed Pasa
@ bin Hersek
Karye—i Kizilca —_ oy | Merdiim—i
308 Mihal nam—i diger | 1dbii Kesin tzmﬂr—zsﬁzzalvud Al Ahmed Pasa [Ke Zi%}ﬁl/%é;kez]
Kise Pasa Yigit d bin Hersek g
Merdiim—i
312 | Karye—i Kaba Bayezid | 14bii Kesin | timar—i Kapudan ‘Ali | Ahmed Paga
bin Hersek
313 Karye—i Yogureew | 1dbi’i Kesan
315 Mezraa—i Miirsel | tabii Kesin
Karye—i Saru Adil AT timar—i Yayla bin
35 | i diger Depelii 1461 Kesin Aydin
Mezra'a—i Karye—i LT timar—i Hasan bin
319 Sahmelik #4bit Kesin Bayezid
e o T A Begendik
320 Karye—i Sevindik tdbi't Kegan [Ke§ang—Merkcz]
timar—i Bostanct Merdiim-i
322 Karye—i Bekmezlii | tibi’i Kesan Mustaf. Ahmed Paga
ustata bin Hersek
Mezraa—i Karye—i
323 Timurhan nam—i | tibii Kesin | Haricden zird'at iderler
diger Ardukcu
timar—i Kilig veled—i Boztepe
323 Karye—i Tuz—depesi | tdbi’i Kesan Ahrlr\l/led ny bin [Ke@anEMpe rkez]
usalim
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Table VII: Continued
1519 Village | Attached Title of
Page Name To Held/Owned By Holder Name Today
Karye-i Yercike Al Ket/ma"ﬂ—i. Yenicegiftlik
e . LT A ) . - bevvabin—i | [Kesan-Merkez]
329 | nam-i diger Yenice | tibi’i Kesan timar—i Dervis Ali Ahmed P Venice [E
ki med Pasa enice [Enez—
y bin Hersek Mer.]
Karye—i
330 Yirbovan nam—i tabit Kesan | Haricden zirdat olunur
diger Dalmace
Karye—i timar—i Mehmed bin
335 | Todorige nam—i diger | tibi’i Kesan o 4 on Orhaniye**
. Mimér Sileyman
Kayagilu
336 | Karye—i Bayezidlii | tibi’i Kesan
. T Korucukdy
337 Karye—i Korucu 1dbi’i Kegin (ipsala-Merkez]
340 Karye—i Mftzatlu—z‘ 47" Kesin Haricden dabi ziriat
Kiigiik olunur
Mezra'n—i Karye—i Greece: Melia
342 Y tdbii Kesan | Haricden zird'at olunur [former:
Ballu )
Ballikéy]
. Hastls merhum Sinan
der Kazi— , ey Tirkmen
509 | Karyei Tiirkmen e;(e§ézn ! Paga'nin Gehbglu daki [Kegair—l\m/lcerkez]
imaret igin
Karye—i Kizilca PO Viakf~ merhum Ahmed
519 nam—i diger Dursun tibi'f Kegin Pasa bin Hersek
, T Viakf-1 Ahmed Pasa bin Greece: Kiriaki
520 Karye—i Kayacik | t4bi Kesin Hersek [Didimoticho]
. T Viakf~: Ahmed Pasa bin Yapildak
521 | Karye—i Yapildak | #ibi’i Kesan Hersek (IpsalaMerkez]
e T Mezkur karye—i Yapildik Giindiizler
521 | Karye—i Gindizler | 14bi’% Kesin ile birbirine mutassildir [Kesan—Merkez]

*Note: Page numbers referenced in this column are from Tahrir #75, 2009.

** My thanks to Sevtap and Mehmet Ali Engin of Kesan for this identification. They
related to me a local story of a Pomak from the village that appeared in court and the judge
enquired if he was from Orhaniye. He replied in the negative and stated that he was from
Todorige. The judge insisted that the new name of what was formerly known as Todorice
was Orhaniye, and the villager replied: “Hakim Bey, inadina Todorice” (Your Honor, for

God’s sake, its Todorige).

Navy), Kethiida—i bevvabin (Chief of the Doorkeepers), were still receiving the incomes

from no less than thirty (30) villages in the District of Kegin, and the adjacent Districts

of Harala, Ece Ovast and Ibri. In an era when the average yearly income of #imariots

(fief~holders), was 1,500 akges (small silver coin), their recompenses ran from a low of

5,000 akges to a high of 16,000 akges.
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EDIRNE

T
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Begendik
IPSALA ot N
—_—
Kesan MALKARA
(Rais Koyii)
O
[ )
Boztepe
(Tuz-depesi)
ENEZ o
[ ] Sigilli
/ Tiirkmen (Sikullu)
(Tiirkmen)
o o
Giindiizler KI|I§]k5y
(Giindiizler) (Kih¢
([
Kizkapan
@ [ ] (I(I;-ka%an] @
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Akhoca " (Todorige]

(Ak-kovaca)

KESAN KAZASI GELIBOLU

Gulf of Saroz (Saroz Korfezi)

AEGEAN SEA (EGE DENizi)

Map 1: Showing the Present-Day Boundaries of Kesan Kazas/ & Villages in the 1519 Gelibolu
Tax Register which are Identifiable Today

To say that Kegin and the surrounding regions, even two years after his death, were still
very much associated with this great official is no exaggeration. As noted above, each of
these administrators are still listed in the 1519 Gelibolu tahrir defter (tax register), i.e., two
years after his demise, with a note stating that they were: Merdiim—i Ahmed Pasa bin Hersek
(men of Ahmed Pasa, the son of Hersek).
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Table VIII: Villages Held by Retainers of Ahmed Pasa in 1519 Located in and
Around the Administrative District of Kegan

# | Page | 1519 Village Name | AttachedTo | Held By Title Income

Karye—i Lalactk nam—i timar—i Merdiim—i Ahmed

la | 294 diger Altun—tas #4i1 Harala Haydar Subag: | Pasa bin Hersek
Aol o " 7.052
1b [ 295 Karye—i Geyigi Sahin #4bi’f Harala ahges
Karye—i Asci Hizir nam—i |, .., timar—i “Ali | Merdiim—i Ahmed
2a | 296 diger Kad Halil #4bit Harala Subagt Pasa bin Hersek
2 | 26 | Kpel Bt | it |
Karye—i Kiigiik Hosunci 9017
2c | 297 nam—i diger Kiiciik #4bi’f Harala ! ’/e
Canbazlar arges
. T e timar—i Merdsim—i Ahmed
3a | 297 Karye—i Kilic 1dbi’i Kesan Kapudan‘Ali | Pasa bin Hersck
3b | 298 Karye—i Ak Kovaca 14bi% Kesin "

[Ak Hoca]
3¢ | 299 Karye—i Basmakeilu t4bi’i Kesan

3d | 300 Karye—i Kad: wabii !

Ece Ovast
@ 12,012 @

3e | 312 Karye—i Kaba Bayezid 1dbi’i Kesin !

akge
timar—i Lo
4a | 300 Karye—i Kiz—kaban 1dbi’i Kegin Pervane Mem’um.—z Ahmed
Sub Pasa bin Hersek
ubast
4b | 301 Karye—i Gelyan 1461’ Abr ! 9.012
akge
. onrean | timar—i Kasim | Merdiim—i Ahmed
5a [ 302 Karye—i Musa Bey 14bi’i Kesan Subagt Pasa bin Hersek
5b | 303 Karye—i Kumar Tag 14bi'’t Abrt ! 6,022
akge
Karye—i Tbrice nam-—i o timar—i Merdsim—i Ahmed
6a | 303 diger Doganci Ibrahim tabii Abr Siyavus Subag: | Pasa bin Hersek
6b | 304 Karye—i Gobeller #4bi’f Harala ! 6,025
akge
. e timar—i Lo
7a | 305 Karye—i S(')fu nam-i diger ibi'i Abrt fskender Mem’tm?—z Ahmed
Sincarlu Pasa bin Hersek
Subagi
7b | 3056 | Kamesi Hisar Beyi g '
nam—i diger Kayguca
7e | 306 | MearaiKane-iKor g, ' 7,052
luca nam—i diger Osman akges
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Table VIII: Continued
# | Page | 1519 Village Name | AttachedTo | Held By Title Income
. . timar—i Lo
8a | 306-7 Km}jil Tuncal nam—i | oy arala | Amavud Ali Mem’um—z Ahmed
iger Kara Satt Subast Pasa bin Hersek
8b Karye—i Esenlii t4bi’i Harala "
Karye—i Kizilca Mihal 6,525
8¢ 308 | nam—i diger Kose Pasa | 1dbi’i Kesan ’/e
Yigic akeges
timar—i .
9a [ 322 Karye—i Bekmezlii 14bi’i Kegin Bostanc: ]\{)erdu;r‘t—zéh mlid
Mustafa asa bin Herse
Mezrada—i Karye—i 5.010
9b | 323 | Timurhan nam—i diger | tibii Kesan " P
Ardukca g
Karye—i Yercik Ali p ) Kethiida—i bev-
10a | 329 nam—i diger Yenice 14bi Kesin Dzma'r:\zh vabin—i Ahmed
Koy ervs Pasa bin Hersek
Karye—i Yirbovan T "
10b | 330 nam—i diger Dalmaca t4bi’7 Kegan
Karye—i Gomenler
10c | 330-1 | nam—i diger Celtitkci—i | #ibii Harala !
Kiiciik
10d | 331 Karye—i Karla tdbi’f Harala "
10e | 331-2 | Karye—i Karaca Halil 1dbi’i Abrt !
Karye—i Goni nam—i 7o " 16,000
10f | 332-3 diger Halilce 14bi’i Abrt dhees

Links Between Hersekzide Ahmed’s Career & the Properties
He Bestowed on his Pious Foundation

Table IX, which gives a breakdown of all the properties bequeathed by Hersekzide Ahmed

on behalf of his pious endowments in the villages of Riis and Dil provides some additional

insight into both his career and the extent of his wealth.

Strikingly, all of the properties he had acquired in the course of his long career, with

the exception of the villages surrounding Ris, were located in Anatolia rather than the

Balkans. This is seemingly a reflection of the fact while he had served three times as the

Governor—General of Anatolia (Anadolu Beylerbegi), and as Governor (Sancak Begi) of the

Anatolian provinces of Hamid and Hiidavendigar (Bursa), as well as twice in Gelibolu

[Note: it was the fact that the Ottoman fleet which, as Kapudan—i Deryd, he commanded
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on two occasions, was headquartered in that port, and that the commander received the
revenues of the Liva—i Gelibolu, which accounts for his having twice served as Governor
of that province], he was never appointed to equivalent posts in the Balkans, i.e., he never
served as either Rumeli Beylerbegi (Governor—General of the Balkans), or as the Governor

(Sancak Begi) of a major Balkan Province.

Whether his failure to have served in the Balkans resulted from the ‘luck of the draw,” or
it was a reflection of an unstated Ottoman policy of not appointing high—level converts
to positions in regions from which they had originated, is indeterminable. However, one
thing is clear. As might be expected Hersekzade’s holdings in real estate can in one way or

another all be linked to his service in Anatolia.

His original ties to the Province of Gelibolu, of which Kesin was a sub—district (kaza,
and later a nahiye), would appear to be linked to his having twice served as Governor of
that sancak. As such, he not only benefited from its taxes which comprised his fief (bas),
but during his years in the region must likewise have acquired the village of Rés and the
adjacent Albanian farm, either as a gift from his father—in—law Sultdn Bayezid II, or by
purchase. The former seems the more likely explanation as the vakfiye does not say that he

had purchased them, but simply that they were “bis own uncontested properties.”

This interpretation is supported by the fact that all of the surrounding villages which he
likewise bequeathed to his pious foundation (Kayacik, Kuralar, Yapildak, Sagirlar, Sikullu
and the Omer Mezraa) had originally belonged to his late wife, Hiindi Hattin. Following
her death he inherited a share of each of them, and later additional shares from his daughter
Mahdtm-zade (whom the vakfiye states “chose to pass away to holy places” out of her “desire
Jor [her mother’s] company”). Finally, he purchased the shares belonging to his daughters
Kamer—sah and ‘Ayni-sah, which they likewise had inherited from their mother.

Indeed, the vakfiye clearly states that the village of Ris was “rendered prosperous by his
residence,” wording which allows us to surmise that Hersekzade likewise viewed it, and the
surrounding villages, as his home base. As noted previously, this impression is strengthened
by virtue of the fact that he had used his office to ensure that the #imariots (fief-holders)

who held the bulk of the remaining villages in Kesin were also his own retainers.

What is less clear is his reason for initially having acquired and/or built many of the
other monuments in western Anatolia which he subsequently bequeathed to his pious
endowment. Specifically, what prompted him to build Aammdims (public bathhouses)
in two small settlements near Izmir, i.e., in the small town of Burin Ova (Bornova) and
the even smaller village of Urla. In addition to his Aammam (public bathhouse) in Burin

Ova, he had also built an unspecified number of shops (dakikin) in the same small town.
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Table IX: Inventory of all Properties Bestowed by Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa in His
1511 Vakfiye (Pious Endowment Charter) + Later Additions*

HEATH W. LOWRY

How Originally Location of
Property Granted Acquired Property Source
. Simsar:
P Private frechold property .
Ras Koyis . belonging to Hersekzade Present—Day Kesan pp- 66-7;
(Village of Ris) Ahmed 112-13;
132-3.
"Arnavud Cifthg Private'freehold PTOPEIY | Kegan: Part of the village Simsar:
(Albanian Farm) belongmi}tl(r)nl;[dersekzade of Riis pp- 66-67
Shares inherited from
wife Hindi Hatln &
Kayacik Koyii daughter Mahdim—zade o Simsar:
(Village of Kayacik) + shares purchased from Part of the Kaza~i Kesdn pp. 66-67
daughters Kamer—sah &
‘Ayni-sih
Kuralar Koyii " . s Simsar:
(Village of Kuralar) Part of the Kaza—i Kesan pp- 66-67
Yapildak Koyii " . Simsar:
(Village of Yapildak) Part of the Kaza—i Kegan | "¢ 67
Sagrlar Koyii " . s Simsar:
(Village of Sagrlar) Part of the Kaza—i Kesin pp. 66-67
Sikulln Koyii " . Simsar:
(Village of Sikullu) Part of the Kaza—i Kesan | "¢c” 67
Omer Mezraa®! " e Simsar:
(Deserted Village of Omer) Part of the Kaze—i Kegdn pp. 67-68
Balilu Koyii Purchased by Hersekzade . Simsar:
(Village of Balilu) Ahmed Part of Dimetoka | 7573
P Private freehold property | Part of Kocaeli Sancag: N
.Dll Koy belonging to Hersekzade | in Anatolia — attached to Simsar:
(Village of Dil) Ahmed Yalakova Kazas: pp. 72-75
Avse Bact Kivii Purchased by Hersekzade | Part of Karesi Sancagr in Simsar:
(vill e ?Z Oyg ) Ahmed from heirs of Piri [ Anatolia — attached to 11;12ar7. 5
Hage of Ayse bact Celebi son of "Ishak Pigs Balikesir Kazast pPp- /%=
Hammam (Public . . . . .
: . Privately built by Town in Aydin Sancag: . )
Bat}fg:xsz;r}(};;;;?dova Hersekzade Ahmed — | in Anatolia — attached to S1r;1zir7.7
with his own funds Tzmir Kazast Pp-
(Small Town of Bornova)
Dakikin (shops) in Buriin Privately built by Town in Aydin Sancag: Simsar:
Ova [Bornova Kasabasi) Hersekzide Ahmed — in Anarolia — attached to pp 7217'7

(Small Town of Bornova)

with his own funds

Lzmir Kazas

91

Note: A document of 1815 preserved in the Istanbul Prime Minister’s Archives as: Bagbakanlik
Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya #234; Gomlek#11652; Tarih: 12 Ca [ Cumadeliild)
1230 (April 22, 1815), gives the name of this site as: “Sinilli nam—i diger Omer Bey Mezra'ast”
([village of] Sinilli, also known as the deserted site of Omer Bey).
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Table IX: Continued
How Originally Location of
Property Granted Acquired Property Source
300 Dakdtkin (300 shops) Privately built by Town in Aydin Sancag: Simsar:
in Kdisk Kasabast in the Hersekzade Ahmed — | in Anatolia — attached to 78—%9
sub—district of Giizelhisar with his own funds Giizelhisar Kazast pp-
Hamma . . . . y
(Public Bz;nh(:’:lse) in Prllvate property .Vlllage in Aydin Sancag: Simsar:
Urla Kayii belongln[g\}tlo Hdersekzade in Ana;ollg —Kattached to pp. 78-79
(Village of Urla) me zmir Razast
200 Datkdkin (200 shops . . . . y
in the Ney B é(zérz (FIu[t) e) Prlvatfily built by Town m.Aydm Sancag Simsar:
Bazar) in “Usyik Kazas: Hersekzade Ahmed — | in Anatolia — attached to pp. 78-81
(Sub-District of Usak) with his own funds Usak Kazast :
Kérbinsariy (Caravan- Private property S . . )
saray) in the Kopriibasi | belonging to Hersekzade Clty in KKMI?, ‘;. Sancags Slrg(s)arél
Quarter of Kiitahya Ahmed 1n Anatolia pp- €U~
Private property
Houses & Rooms in the | P urChiilifnb)é If{re;slekzade City of Bursa in the Simsar:
Comlekgiler Mahballesi H med o Hiidavendigdr Sancagr in sat:
ammal-zide Hevace X pp. 82-85
(Quarter) of Bursa Muhyil-Din Muham- Anatolia
mad
. . Private property
Kﬂ?’f:l K.dlﬂZHF purchased by Hersekzade . . Tahrir #75,
t4bi’t Cinbi ‘Ah Village in
. . med from the ) y 2009: p.
(Village of Kalamig¢ in dauchter of Cem Sulta Gelibolu Sancag: 1
Gelibolu) aughter of Cem Sultan, 519
Gevher Melek Hatlin
Karye—i Kizilca nam—i
diger Dursun® Village of Kizilcamihal | Tahrir #75,
(Village of Kizilca also - in the Gelibolu Sancagrs | 2009: pp.
known as the Village of Kesén Kazas: 519-520
Dursun)

* Note: The two villages of Kalami¢ & Kizilca, also known as Dursun, which only appear in
the 1519 Gelibolu zahrir defier as belonging to Hersekzade Ahmed Paga’s pious endowment,
i.e., they are not named in his 1511 vakfiye.

Similarly, he had chosen to build 300 shops in the town of Késk, attached to the sub—district

of Giizelhisar in the nearby province of Aydin, together with another 200 shops in the

nearby town of ‘Usak’s Ney Bizdr (Flute Bazaar). Together with these clearly commercial

investments he also had constructed a caravansaray (kdrbinsariy) in the western Anatolian

city of Kiitahya.

As all these structures had been built prior to 1511, when he bequeathed them to his

foundation, it seems probable that they date to the years when he was serving as Anadolu
Beylerbegi (Governor General of Anatolia), i.e., to the years 1486, 1489 & 1493-1496.
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Interestingly, none of the properties he bequeathed to his pious foundation were located in
[stanbul. While this does not establish that he did not in fact own property in the capital,
when taken in conjunction with his failure to have established any pious endowment in
the city, it once again serves to highlight his tendency to have shied away from any kind of
ostentatious display of wealth in the capital. That same lack of pretension, indeed modesty,
is apparent in his rather simple #irbe (mausoleum) which stands next to his mosque in the
Yalova village of Hersek (Formerly: Dil) [Plate 11].

Conclusion

At the risk of being guilty of hyperbole, in the course of researching and writing this study,
I became increasingly aware, not only of the importance of Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa as
a historical personage, but likewise convinced that were it not for his having built his
mosque in the village of Riis, there would be no city of Kesan today. It was the presence of
his imposing mosque in the tiny village of Ris located on a major north—south roadway,
which, following his death, led others to settle there. As the village grew up around the
mosque, it eventually acquired enough residents to become the de facto administrative
center of the Kazd—i Kegin | Nahiye—i Kesdn (District of Kegan). It was this change which

ultimately led the name of the district (Kesin) to replace that of the village (Rils).

Plate 11: Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa's Tomb in the Village of Dil (Hersek Koyu)
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Bir Osmanli Devlet Adaminin Meslek Hayat:
ve Kurdugu Vakiflar: Hersek Prensi

Stjepan Vukc¢i—Kosaca'dan Veziriazam Hersekzade
Ahmed Paga’ya
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Onsoz ve Tesekkiirler

Osmanli tarihi {izerine arastirma yapanlarin karsilastigi en biiyiik sorunlardan biri,
imparatorlugun alu yiiz yillik tarihi boyunca gérev yapan resmi makamlarin giivenilir

biyografilerinin mevcut olmamasidur.

Bu boslugun boyutlari, Osmanli Hanedanr'nin en iist noktaya erigen, yani bizzat Sultan
olan otuz yedi iiyesinden yalnizca dért-bes tanesinin giivenilir biyografileri olmasindan
daha agikea anlagilacaktir.

Bu caligma, ge¢ 15. yiizyil erken 16. yiizyilda gorev yapan ve hayatina Hersek Prensi
Stjepan Vukci—Kosaca olarak baglayip meslek hayatini bes kere Veziriazam makaminda
bulunmus olarak bitiren Osmanli devlet adami Hersekzdde Ahmed Paganin hayatn:

inceleyerek mevcut bogluga mikro ol¢iide katkida bulunmay: hedeflemektedir.

Hayirsever bagislar icin 1511°de kaleme aldigi vakfiye dikkate alinmis ve énceden
yayimlanmamis muhallefit defteri (6liimiinden sonra saray tarafindan satin alinan degerli @
esyalarinin listesi) incelenmigtir.  Bu kaynaklar kullanilarak kisiligi hakkinda sahip
oldugumuz kisitli bilgi aile hayat;, ne okumay1 tercih ettigi ve Trakyadaki Ras Koyt

(bugiin: Kesan) ile baglanusi ele alinarak zenginlestirilmeye calisilmistir.

Ayni zamanda, Ris Kéyi'nde inga ettigi caminin, bu kiiciik yerlesim yerinin bugiiniin

Kesan'ina dontismesine nasil yol aguginin aydinlatlmasini amaglamakeadir.

Bahgesehir Universitesi'nden yayimlanmaya devam eden 'Occasional Papers in History'
serisindeki dérdiincii eserimdir.' Bu calismalar genel anlamda Osmanli Tarihi'nde Ege

Havzas, 6zel olarak ise Trakya ve Makedonya’ya duydugum hayranligin bir yansimasidir.

Bu seride yayimlanan énceki eserler sunlardir: Heath W. Lowry: Ottoman Architecture in
Greece: A Review Article With Addendum & Corrigendum. Istanbul (Bahgegehir University Press:
Occasional Papers in History #1), 2009. s. viii + 79; Heath W. Lowry: 7he Evrenos Family & the
City of Selinik (Thessaloniki): Who Built the Hamza Beg Ciamii & Why? | Evrenos Ailesi ve Selinik
Sehri: Hamza Beg Camii Nigin ve Kimin Tarafindan Yapilds: Istanbul (Bahgegehir University
Press: Occasional Papers in History #2), 2010. s. vii + 102; ve Heath W. Lowry: Historical
Vestiges of Niyazi Masris Presence on the Island of Limnos (Limni) | Niydzi Misrinin Limnos
(Limni) Adasi'nda Bulunan Tarihi Izleri. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press: Occasional Papers
in History #3), 2011. s. ix + 142 + 36 Resim.
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Bu ilgi, gectigimiz on sene iginde bir kag kitabim? ve makalelerimin® yayimlanmasiyla

sonuglanmugtir.

Bu kitaba katkida bulunmus arkadaglarim, meslektaslarim ve aile tiyelerimden bazilarina

buradan bir kez daha minnettar tesekkiirlerimi ifade etmek istiyorum.

Muballefit defierini okumam sirasinda Prof. Dr. Ismail E. Eriinsal'in ve Dog. Dr.
Bilgin Aydin'in cémert yardimlarini gérdiim. Her zamanki gibi, M. Birol Ulker, ISAM
Kiitiiphanesi Mudiirti, Bibliyografyada belirtilen eserlerin kopyalarini bulup bana saglama

konusunda zaman ve ¢abasini esirgememistir.

Misafirperverliklerinden keyif aldigim Mehmet Ali ve Sevtap Engin sayesinde Kesin’a

yapugim ziyaretler verimli gecmistir.

Kitaplar: Heath W. Lowry: Fifieenth Century Ottoman Realities: Christian Peasant Life on the Aegean
Island of Limnos. Istanbul (Eren Publications), Aralik 2002. sxii + 353; Heath W. Lowry The Nature
of the Early Ottoman State. Albany (State University of New york Press), 2003. s. xi + 197 [ Tiirkge:
Erken Dinem Osmanly Devleti'nin Yapust. Istanbul (Bilgi Universitesi Yayinlari), 2010. pp. viii +
185]; Heath W. Lowry: The Shaping of the Ottoman Balkans, 1350—1550: Conquest, Settlement &
Inﬁmtmttum/ Development of Northern Greece. Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2008. s.
xii + 286 + 10 Maps + 220 Photos [Tiirkge: Osmanls Doneminde Balkanlarin Sekillenmesi, 1350
1550: Kuzey Yunanistan'in Fethi, Iskini ve Altyapr Gelismesi]. Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi
Yayinlart), 2008. s. xii + 286 + 10 Harita + 220 Resim]; Heath W. Lowry: In the Footsteps of the
Ortomans: A Search for Sacred Space & Architectural Monuments in Northern Greece. Istanbul
(Bahgesehir University Press), 2009. xvi + 231 + 350 color photos [Tirkee: Osmanlilarin Ayak
Ialerinde: Kuzey Yunanistan Mukaddes Mekinlar ve Mimari Eserleri Arays Yolculuklars). Istanbul
(Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlari), 2009. xvi + 231 + 350 renkli fotograf; Heath W. Lowry
& Ismail E. Eriinsal: 7he Evrenos Dymz:zy of Yenice—i Vardar. Notes & Documents. Istanbul
(Bahgesehir University Press), 2010. s. ix + 184 + 90 Photos [Tiirkce: Yenice—i Vardar'l: Evrenos
Hanedanz: Notlar ve Belgeler]. Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlart), 2010. s. ix + 184 + 90
Resim; Heath W. Lowry & Ismail E. Eriinsal: Remembering One’s Roots; Mehmed Ali Pasa of Egypt's
Links to the Macedonian Town of Kavala (Architectural Monuments, Inscriptions & Documents).
Istanbul (Bahgesehir University Press), 2011. s. x + 274 + 96 Photos + 5 Appendices [Tiirkge:
Aslina Doniis: Misir Valisi Mehmed Ali Paganin Kavala Kasabas: ile Baglarr (Mimari Eserler,
Kitabeler ve Belgeler)). Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlari), 2011. s. x + 274 + 96 Resim
+5 Ek].

> Makaleler: Heath W. Lowry: “Searching for Zihne: The Bagbakanlik Arsivieri as a Source
for the History of Northern Greece,” T.C. Basbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii
[Republlic of Turkey—Prime Ministry: General Directorate of State Archieves]: Uluslararas: Tiirk
Arsivieri Sempozyumu (Tebligler — Tartismalar) [International Symposium on Turkish Archives
(Presentations & Discussions)]. Ankara, 2006. s. 392-410; Heath W. Lowry: “A Note on
Three Palaiologan Princes as Members of the Ottoman Ruling Elite,” 7he Ottoman Empire,
the Balkans, the Greek Lands: Toward a Social and Economic History. Studies in Honor of John
C. Alexander. E. Kolovos, Ph. Kotzageorgis, S. Laiou ve M. Sariyannis [Yayina hazirlayanlar]:
Istanbul (ISIS Yayinlari), 2007, s. 279-288; Heath W. Lowry “Architectural Monuments as a
Source for the Dating of 14" Century Ottoman Conquests in the Balkans: The Case Study of
Vera/Bera/Pherai/Feres [Ottoman: Ferecik/Fire/Ferectik],” Journal of Turkish Studies, Cilt 32,
No. 1 (2008), s. 339-346; Heath W. Lowry: “Travels in no—man’s—land,” A Review Article
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Ugur Yayincilikta galisan ve Bahgesehir Universitesi tarafindan yayimlanan tiim
kitaplarimin dizayninda benimle birlikte sayisiz saatler harcayan gen¢ arkadagim Faruk
Ozbey’e ne kadar ¢ok sitkran sunsam azdir. Bunun yanisira, Ugur Yayincilik'in Genel
Miidiiriic Hande Alpay ve Uretim Planlama Sorumlusu Arman Giineysucw'nun bu

caligmanin her sathasinda verdikleri sinirsiz destek 6zel bir tegekkiirii hak etmekeedir.

Bu ¢aligmanin Tiirkge cevirisi samimi tegekkiirlerimi sundugum geng arastirma asistanim

Mustafa Alper Oztiirk tarafindan yapilmustir.

Bahgesehir Universitesi'nin kurucusu ve Miitevelli Heyeti Baskant Enver Yiicel'in verdigi
devamlit maddi ve manevi destek, bu kitap ve bundan 6ncekileri miimkiin hale getirmistir.

Kendisine duydugum minnettarlik kelimelerle agiklanamaz.

Her zaman oldugu gibi, hayaumizin diizeninin bozulmasini (ben giinde on iki saat
calisirken) otuz sekiz senedir liitufkar bir sekilde kabullenen esim Demet’e sonsuz sevgimi

ve tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.

Heath W. Lowry
Bahgesehir Universitesi
Agustos, 2011

of: R. Ousterhout ve C. Bakirtzis: 7he Byzantine Monuments of the Evros/Meri¢ River Valley,
Cornucopia, Numara 39 (2008), s. 32-34; Heath W. Lowry ve Ismail E. Eriinsal: “The
Evrenos Dynasty of Yenice Vardar (Giannitsa): Notes and Documents on Hacit Evrenos and
the Evrenosogullari: A Newly Discovered Mid—17* Century Secere (Genealogical Tree), Seven
Inscriptions on Stone and Family Photographs,” Osmanli Arastirmalar: [Journal of Ottoman
Studies], Cilt 32 (Sonbahar, 2008), s. 9—164; Heath W. Lowry ve [smail E. Eriinsal: “The Evrenos
Dynasty of Yenice—i Vardar: A Postscript,” Osmanlz Arastirmalar: [Journal of Ottoman Studies],
Cilt 33 (Yaz, 2009), s. 131-208; Heath W. Lowry: “An Unknown Fourteenth Century Sultanic
Mosque in the Macedonian City of Drama: The Yildirim Bayezid Cami,” H. Hartmuth ve A.
Dilsiz [Yayina hazirlayanlar]: Monuments, Patrons, Contexts: Papers on Ottoman Europe Presented
to Machiel Kiel. Leiden (Nederlands Institut voor het Nabije Oosten), 2010. s. 15-27; Heath W.
Lowry: “Piri Reis Revisited: The Kitéb—i Bahriyye as a Source for Ottoman History: The Aegean
Port of Kavala & the Island of Limnos ({limli) as Described by Piri Reis,” Osmant: Arastirmalar:
(Journal of Ottoman Studies), Cilt 35 (Istanbul, 2010), s. 7-31); Heath W. Lowry: “The Soup
Muslims of the Ottoman Balkans: Was There a “Western' and ‘Eastern’ Ottoman Empire?,”
D. Quataert ve B. Tezcan [Yayina hazirlayanlar]: Beyond Dominant Paradigms in Ottoman and
Middle Eastern/North Afvican Studies: A Tribute to Rif at Abou—El-Haj. Istanbul (ISAM), 2010.
s. 97-133; ve, Heath W. Lowry [Yiicel Dagli ile]: “The Passing of Time: Ottoman Clock Towers
in the Balkans, ca. 1570-1675,” Yiicel Dagl Anisina: “Geldi Yiicel, Gitti Yiicel. Bir Nefes Gibi,”
Istanbul (Turkuaz Yaynlarr), 2011. s. 420—438.
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Hersekzade Ahmed: Kisa Bir Biyografi

Hersekzade Ahmed Paganin yiikselisi, en basit sekliyle sdyleyecek olursak gercekeen ¢ok
hizli olmugtur. Giineydogu Bosna’ya hitkmeden biiyitk Bosna Voyvodas: Diik Stjepan
Vuk¢i-Kosa¢a'nin (Saint Sava Herceg'i ve Diik’ti unvanlarindan tiirii idaresi alundaki yerler
Hersek; neslinden olanlar Hersekzade diye anilmaktadir) en gézde oglu Castel Nuovoda
[Osmanlica: Hersek—Novi veya Yeni Hersek], 1456 Mayisinin baglarinda dogmustur.

Annesi Barbara vasitastyla nesli Bavyeralt Payro Diiki’ niin ailesine dayanmaktadir.®

Dahaéncekiaragtirmalar, SultanII. Mehmed’in sarayina esir bir gocuk olarak génderildigini,
yani Osmanli Sarayr’'nda biiytiyiip egitim aldigini iddia etse de, Bosnali tarih¢i Hazim
Sabanovi¢ gelecegin Ahmed Pasa’sinin Dubrovnik'te egitim gordiigiinii ve Prens Stjepan
olarak bilindigi siire haricinde ¢ocuklugunu Hersek—Novide gecirdigini teyit etmistir.
1472’ nin sonlarinda, agabeyi Herceg (Diik) Vlatko'yla babalarindan kendisine kalan miras
payini gasp etmesi nedeniyle bozustugu sirada héla Yeni Hersek'te bulunmaktaydi.® Bunun
{izerine, on alt yagindaki Prens Stjepan tek basina Istanbul’a gitmis, sarayin hizmetine
girip Miisliiman olduktan sonra Ahmed ismini almis olmasina ragmen Slavca—Osmanlica
karigimi Herzegovi¢ = Hersekzdde (Duk'tin [Hersek] oglu [zdde]) aile ismini kullanmaya

devam etmistir.

Sahneye yeni ¢tkmis bir Osmanli olarak bunu izleyen yiikselisi ¢ok hizli olmugtur. Ad1 ilk @
olarak (Istanbul’a geleli bes sene bile olmadan) II. Mehmed’in 1477 tarihli fermaninda
“Saltanatimin higmetkiri, Ahmed Beg® diye gegmektedir. Bunu takip eden senede (1478)

Arnavutluk seferinde Sultan’in heyetinde mir—i alem (sancaktar) olarak yer almistir.

1481’¢ gelindiginde, heniiz yirmi bes yasindayken, tahta yeni gegmis Sultan II. Bayezid’in
kizt Handi Hattin'la evlenir ve itibarli Huddvendigir Sancagi nda Sancak Begi (Bursa vilayeti
valiligi makamina), bes sene sonra da Anadolu Beylerbegi mertebesine yiikselir. Sonrasinda
1497-1516 yillart arasinda bes farkli dénemde veziriazamlik makaminda bulunur.

Veziriazamlik gdrevinin yani sira birgok yiiksek idari gorevde bulunmustur, Veziriazamlik

Heath W. Lowry: Erken Dinem Osmanly Devletinin Yapis:. Istanbul (Bilgi Universitesi Yayinlart),
2010. s. 127—-142 Bkz.: Yedinci Boliim: ‘Osmanli Senkretizminin Son Safhasi: Bizans—Balkan
Aristokrasisi Uyelerinin Osmanli Yonetici Segkinlerine Dahil Edilmesi, ve ozellikle s. 138139
[Bundan sonra: Lowry, 2010].

5 Hayat ve yiikselisi hakkinda bkz. H. Sabanovi¢: “Hersek—zade,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Cilt
III (1971), s. 340-342 [Bundan sonra: Sabanovi¢, 1971]; Serafettin Turan, “Hersekzide Ahmed
Pasa,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cile XVII (Istanbul, 1998), 5. 235-237 [Bundan
sonra: Turan, 1998]; Mehmed Siireyya: Sicill~i Osmani. Istanbul, h. 1308 (1890-1891). Cilt
I-III [Bundan sonra: Siireyya, 1308].

¢ Lowry, 2010:s. 138-139.
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gdrevinin yanusira, ii¢c dénem Kapudan—i Deryilik (Deniz Kuvvetleri Komutani) da
dahil olmak tizere birgok yiiksek idari gérevde bulunmustur. 2 Recep [hicri] 923'de
(21 Temmuz 1517), Giineydogu Anadoluda Maras yakinlarinda, Sultan I. Selim’in
Kahirede Memluklara kargi aldig1 zaferi tebrik etmek tizere gittigi yolculuktan dénerken

vefat etmigtir.”

Hersekzide Ahmed bu bagarilar;, Osmanli Sarayi’'nda uzun siire egitim gdren bir cocuk
olarak degil de, geng bir yetiskinken Osmanli olmaya karar vererek elde etmistir. Bu
durumda bile, babasina bahsedilmis olan Venedik unvani Gentilhuommo Nostra’'y:

(Asilzddemiz) kullanmaya devam etmistir.

Sayica ¢ok olan ve senelerce sarayin okulunda egitim gordiikten sonra Osmanli
biirokrasisinde dnemli nokralara gelen devsirmelerin (Yenigeri birliklerine alinan Hiristiyan
cocuklar) hakkinda az da olsa bilgimiz varken,® sahislarin kendi &zgiir iradeleriyle din

degistirerek Osmanli oldugu nadir durumlar hakkinda fiilen hi¢bir sey bilmemekteyiz.

Mubhallefiit Defteri: Hersekzade Ahmed Paga’nin Degerli Egyalar:

Buna ragmen, Hersekzdde Ahmed Paga érneginde, 1511°de kaleme aldigy’ ve tesadiifi bir
sekilde bugiine ulagan vakfiyeyle beraber, 1517°de vefatindan sonra geride birakug degerli
esyalarin kaydini listeleyen defter, meslek hayau ve kisiliginin bilinmeyen y6nlerine goz

atmamiza izin vermektedir.

Mubhallefit Defieri (Merhum kisinin geriye birakuklarinin kaydedildigi defter)' adiyla
bilinen mevzuubahis kayit, saray tarafindan onun mirasindan satin alinan ve genis bir

gesitlilik gosteren degerli esyalari icermektedir.

Defterin isminden: defter—i muballefit— Abmed Pasa bin Hersek el—merhum ki bera—y:
hassa—i hiimayun haride (merhum Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasanin geriye birakuklart
arasindan Saray tarafindan satun alinan egyalarin listesinin bulundugu defter), biitiin

mirasinin listesi (zereke) degil de sadece saray tarafindan alinan degerli esyalar1 kapsadig:

Not: Hersekzide Ahmed'in yiikselisi bu kaynaklara dayanilarak anlaulmistir: Lowry, 2010: s.
138-139; Turan, 1998: s. 235-237 ve Sabanovi¢, 1971: s. 340-342.

Bu egilime bir istisna olarak yakin zamanda Mahmud Pasa Angelovig iizerine yapilan calismay:
verebiliriz. O, II. Mehmed’in déneminde veziriazam olarak hizmet etmis ve meslek hayat
Hersekzade Ahmed’inki basladiginda sonra ermistir. Bu 15. yiizyil Osmanli devlet adaminin
miikemmel bir biyografisi igin bkz. Theoharis Stavrides: 7he Sultin of Vezirs — The Life and Times
of the Ottoman Grand Vezir Mahmud Pasha Angelovi¢ (1453—1474). Leiden (Brill), 2001.

Bu benzersiz belge Muhammed Ahmed Simsar tarafindan basilmistr: 7he Wagfiyah of "Ahmed
Pisa. Philadelphia (University of Pennsylvania Press), 1940. [Bundan sonra: Simsar, 1940].
Esas kayit Topkapt Saray1 Arsivinde yer almaktadir. Kullandigim dijital kopya ise Istanbul
Basbakanlik Arsivinde bulunmaktadir: Fon Kodu: TS. MA.d. = Topkap: Sarayr — MA.d:
Gémlek No: 9576; Tarih: h. 924 (1518). 11 sayfadir [Bundan sonra: TS. MA.d: No: 9576].
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sonucuna varabiliriz. Mirasinda énemli bir yer tutmasi gereken ve sayica ¢ok oldugunu

tahmin ettigimiz koleleri ile sahip oldugu emlaklarin eksikligi defterde gozle goriiliir

sekilde hissedilmektedir.

Bu boslugu hesaba katsak bile, Hersekzade Ahmed’in degerli bir miras birakug: agikur.
Saray tarafindan alinan egyalarina bigilen deger 1.246.564 akgedir. 15. yiizyilin sonunda
50 akgenin 1 Floransa florini veya Venedik diikasina esit oldugu disiiniiliirse," Hersekzade
Ahmed Pasa’nin geriye birakug degerli esyalarin toplam degerinin son derece yiiksek bir
tutar olan 24.931 alun diikalflorin ettigini gérmekteyiz.

Degerli taslar, altin ve giimiisten yapilmig aletler, kiliglar ve hangerler, degerli kumaglar
v.b., yani zengin bir Osmanli ileri geleninin sahip olmast beklenen tiim askeri giyecek ve
techizatlarin yaninda, kendi kitapliginda 145 adet Osmanlica, Farsca ve Arapca el yazmast
da bulunmaktadir.”? Bu ger¢ek bile tek bagina, Hersekzdde Ahmed’in (ki kendisi Tiirkge,
Arapga ve Fars¢a'yr bir yetiskinken 6grenmeye baglamistir) ti¢ dilde de yazilmis eserleri
satin alip okumaya yetecek kadar bu dillere olan hakimiyetini gstermesi agisindan dikkate

degerdir.

Sahip oldugu temel eserleri inceledigimizde kisiligine déniik daha derin tahlillerde
bulunabilmekteyiz. On bir tane el yazmast Kur’an bulunup (alu tanesi Kur'an—z Kerin’in
bizzat kendisi, bes tanesi ise boliimleri olmak tizere)," ikisi Seyh Zade tarafindan yazilmistr,
bu isim tiim zamanlarin en iyi Osmanli hattau Seyh Hamdullah’a atfen verilmistir.!*
Hamdullah 6nce Sehzade, sonra Sultan olan ve ayni zamanda Hersekzade'nin kayinpederi
olan II. Bayezid’in hayat boyu tanidig1, dostu ve hocasi olmustur. Buna dayanarak, Seyh
Hamdullah'la Hersekzdde Ahmed’in de aralarinin iyi oldugunu sdyleyebiliriz."”> Aligilmus
oldugu tizere, defterdeki Kur'anlar hediya (hediyeler) bashg alunda gozitkmekte, yani

Bu dénemde Osmanli akgesi ve florin/diikanin dalgalanan kuru igin, bkz. Nicoara Beldiceanu:
“Structures socio—économiques Lemnos a la fin du XVé Siécle,” Turcica, Cilt 15 (1983), s. 247-266
[Bkz. s. 252] ve Heath W. Lowry: Fifteenth Century Ottoman Realities: Christian Peasant Life on the
Aegean Island of Limnos. Istanbul (Eren Yayinlart), 2002 [Bkz. s. 15-19].

Not: Osmanli kiitiiphaneleri tizerine galisan bilim adamlarinin duayeni Ismail E. Eriinsal, saray
tarafindan alinan ve Muballefir Defieri nde listelenen el yazmalarinin Hersekzdde Ahmed’in tiim
koleksiyonunu degil de saray tarafindan alinacak kadar degerli/ise yarar gériilenler oldugunu
isaret etmektedir.

B TS. MA.d: #9576: s. 1.

4 Rado, Sevket: Tiirk Hattatlar:. Istanbul (Yayin Matbaacilik), ND. s. 49-54 [Bundan sonra:
Rado, NDJ.

Not: Osmanli hattatlari ve onlarin eserlerinin énde gelen otoritelerinden olan Ugur Derman’in
verdigi bilgiye gore, babasi Mustafa Dede Suhraverdiye tarikatinda Seyh olan Seyh Zade (Seyh’in
oglu) lakabi, Seyh Hamdullah i¢in kullanilirken, Hamdullah’in bagarili bir hattat olan tek oglu
da dedesinin ismi olan Mustafa Dede’nin yani sira Seyh Zade lakabini kullanmistir. [bkz. Rado,
ND: s. 65]. Buna ragmen, Seyh Hamdullah'in, 1520°de oglu Mustafa Dede hala hattat egitimini
tamamlamamigsken, yani oglu yirmi yedi yasindayken vefat etmesi (ve Hersekzade 6ldugiinde
oglu heniiz yirmi dort yasindaydy), 1518 Mubhallefir Defierinde listelenen eserlerin hattati olarak
zikredilen Seyh Zade’nin Seyh Hamdullah oldugunu agikea gostermektedir.
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Kur'an—: Kerim genelde saulmamakra, degeri Hersekzide'nin mirasindan alindiginda

bicilmektedir. Seyh Zade tarafindan yazilmis Kur'an’a 1.000 akge (kiigiik madeni giimiis

para) deger bicilmistir.'®

Listedeki Arapga yazilmis kitaplarin bityiik gogunlugunu Kur’anlar olusturmaktadir. Saray

tarafindan alinanlar icerisinde bu tarz koleksiyonlarin temel unsurlarindan el yazmasi

Islami bilimler kitaplarinin eksikligi gézle goriiliir sekilde hissedilmekredir. Bu ya da bu

tiir kitaplarin Hersekzade'nin tarzi olmadigini, veyahut da Saray’in onlart satin alacak

kadar degerli veya ilging gormedigini gostermekeedir.

Tablo I: Hersekzdde Ahmed Paga’nin Kiitiiphanesi’ndeki Divanlar

Sira No Elyazima.s i Deger Referans
smi
1 Divin—i Mevlina Celileddin 7 200 akee TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 1
2 Divin—i Hifiz 800 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 1
3 Divan—i Hiisrev 800 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 1
4 Divin—i Hifiz 300 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 1
5 Divin—i Cami ' 700 akee TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 1
6 Divin—i Seyyid Nimetullah 300 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
7 Divin—i Hayali ¥ 150 akee TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
8 Divin—i Mevlind Celileddin 500 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
9 Divin—i Hiisrev 600 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
10 Divin—i Sihi 120 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
11 Divin—i Nestmi — Farisi ve Tiirki > 500 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
12 Divin—i Maili — Tiirki 150 akee TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
13 Divin—i Abmedi [Da ‘%) — Tiirki > 60 akee TS. MA.d: #9576:5. 2
14 Divin—i Maili 30 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
15 Divin—i Neciti * 30 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
16 Divin—i Hiiseyin Baykara 30 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
17 Divin—i Abmed Pasa * 50 akee TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
18 Divin—i Hevdc: [= Héci) 50 akge TS. MA.d: #9576:5. 3
19 Divin—i Kitibi * 50 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
20 Divin—i Kisim 100 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
21 Divin—i Kemal® 300 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
22 Divin—i Azeri/Ezheri * 100 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
23 Divin—i Seyhi 100 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
24 Divin—i Sihi 50 akge TS. MA.d: #9576: 5. 3
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Geri kalan yiiz yirmi dért eserin cogunlugunu edebiyat, zellikle de siirler olusturmakradir.
Bunlarin arasinda yirmi dért divan (bir sairin toplu eserleri) goze carpmaktadir. Bagliklar:
15. ve 16. yiizyil Osmanli divan edebiyatinda “Kim Kimdir”i géstermekte ve ayni zamanda
daha eski Fars sairlerin meshur eserlerini icermektedir. Sicilde listelenmis divanlar,

kendilerine akge olarak bigilmis degerlerle birlikte Tablo I'de gosterilmistir.

Bunlarin i¢inde Mevlana Celaleddin, Hafiz, Hiisrev, Sahi ve Mail{'nin eserlerinden ikiser
kopya olmasindan yola ¢ikarak, bu sairlerin Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa’nin gozdeleri oldugu

neticesini ¢ikarabiliriz.

Divanlarin yani sira, Ahmed Pasanin kiitiiphanesinde baska sairane eserler de
bulunmaktadir. Bunlarin arasinda Firdevsi'nin Sabndme’sinin (Hiikiimdarlarin Kitabi)
degerleri sirastyla 2.500 ve 4.000 akge olan iki resimli el yazmasinin yaninda, birkag hamse
(sairin bes eserinin mesnevi seklinde yazilmis hali), mesneviler (kafiyeli beyitler halinde
yazilmig siir) ve mecmualar (farkli iceriklerde el yazmalar) bulunmakeadir. Kisacast,
Hersekzade Ahmed’in edebi zevki iist diizeyde olup, Osmanli ve Fars siirini tercih

etmektedir.

Siire olan sevgisinin ileride lirik bir sair olarak {in kazanacak ve musralarint $irl mahlas
(takma ad) alunda yazacak olan oglu Ali Beg'e de gectigini soyleyebiliriz.?®

Edebiyattan sonra okumak icin tarihi tercih ettigini gormekteyiz. Tablo II'de goriilecegi

lizere, koleksiyonunda bu tiirden bulunan on eser sunlardur:

16 TS. MA.d: #9576: s. 1.

7" E.J.W. Gibb: A History of Ottoman Poetry. 6 Cilt, Londra, 1900 [Bundan sonra: Gibb, 1900].
Mevlana Celaleddin icin bkz. Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: 5. 145-150.

1 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: s. 145-150.
9 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt III: s. 58-69.
20 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: 5. 343-369.
21 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: 5. 256-257.
22 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt II: 5. 93-122.
2 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt IT: s. 40-69.

24 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt II: s. 368.

»  Gibb, 1900 — Cilt II: s. 347-363.
% Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: 5. 414.

2 Gibb, 1900 — Cilt I: 5. 298-335

Not: Ali Beg Sarayda Kapicibag: ve sonrasinda bir eyalette Sancak Begi olarak gorev yaptiysa
da kendisi daha ¢ok sair olarak anilmaktadir. Oyle ki, meslek hayati ve siirleri sairlerinin
biyografilerinin anlauldigs iki tezkirede gecmektedir: Asik Celebi: Megd iriis—Su ard [Hanrlayan:
Filiz Kilig]. Istanbul (Istanbul Arastirmalari Enstitiisii), 2010. Cilt 3, s. 1463—1465 ve Latifi:
Tezkiretiis—Su ard ve Tabstratiin—Nuzamd [Hazirlayan: Ridvan Canim]. Ankara (Atatiirk Kiileiir
Merkezi Baskanligy), 2000. s. 345-347.
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Tablo II: Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa’nin Kiitiiphanesi’ndeki Tarih Eserleri #
Elyazmasinin ;
Sira No P Deger Referans
Ismi
Tevirib—i Al-i Osmén — Tiirki ®

1 [Osmanl: Tarihi - Tiirkce] 300 akge TS-MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
Tevirib—i Taberi >

2 [Taberi Tarihi] 400 akee TS-MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
Tarib—i Giizide >

3 (Giizide Tarihi] 300 akge TS-MA.d: #9576:s. 2

Teviribh—i Timur — Farisi
4 [Timurlenk Tarihi — Farsca] 800 akge TS-MA.d: #3576: 5.2

Tevirih—i Timur — Tiirki

[Timurlenk Tarihi — Tiirkge] 100 akge TS-MAd 2957605,

NS

Iskendername an Tiirki
6 [Biiyiik Iskender Tarihi — Tiirkge] 200 akee TS-MA.d: #9576: 5.2

Tarih—i Adem Nebi — Firist

7 [Hz. Adem’in Hayat: — Farsca] 50 akge TS-MA.d: #9576: 5.2
Tevérib—i Al-i Osman te'lif-i

8 Agtk Pasa® 50 akge TS-MA.d: #9576: 5. 2

[Asikpasazide Tarihi]
Térib—i Belbi

9 [Belhi Tarihi] 40 akee TS-MA.d: #9576: 5. 2
Tirih—i Al—i Selcuk » ) )

10 [Selcuklu Tarihi] 30 akee TS-MA.d: #9576: 5. 3

29

30

31

32
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Osmanli dénemi tarihgileri ve onlarin eserleri tizerine Franz Babinger'in 1927 yilindaki galismast:
Die Geschichtsschreiber der Osmanen und ibre Werke Coskun Ugok tarafindan basarili bir sekilde
Tiirkge'ye cevrilmistir: Osmanly Tarih Yazarlar: ve Eserleri. Ankara (Kiltiir Bakanhg Yayinlari),
1982.

15. yiizyilda bu ismi tagtyan bagka eserler olsa da, bu eser takriben 1503’te yazilmis Orug b. Adil
el-Edrenevi (Orug Beg) olmalidir. Bkz. Abdiilkadir Ozcan: “Orug b. Adil”, Tiirkiye Diyanet
Vakfi o Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 33 (Istanbul, 2007), s. 425-426. Diger bir segenek ise Kemal’in
(Oliim: 1490 civarinda) Seldtinname adiyla bilinen Tevdrib—i Al—i Osmin olmasidir. Bu eserlerin
ilki Hersekzide Ahmed’in hizmet ettigi iki sultan, Mehmed II ve Bayezid II devirleri igin 6nemli
bir kaynak iken, ikincisi ilk sekiz Osmanli Sultanini, yani II. Bayezid saltanatinin sonuna kadar
olan siireyi anlatmaktadir. Ugiincit bir segenek ise 15. yiizyil sonu 16. yiizyil baginda yazilmis
anonim Tevirih—i Al-i Osmdn’lardan biri olmasidir.

Ebu Cafer Muhammed ibn Cerir et—Taberi tarafindan yazilmis diinya tarihidir (8liimii:
hicri 923). Bkz. Mustafa Fayda: “Taberi, Muhammed b. Cerit,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim
Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 39 (Istanbul, 2010), s. 314-318.

Hamdullah Miistevfi-i Kazvini tarafindan 1329-1330'da yazilmis erken 14. yuzyll eseridir. Bu

eserin altnct ve son kismi Seleuklu tarihi iizerinedir. Bkz. Abdiilkerim Ozaydin: “Hamdullah
el-Miistevfi,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 15 (Istanbul, 1997), s. 454—455.
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Kisacast, kiitiiphanesindeki eserlerden de anladigimiz tizere, Hersekzade Ahmed Paga hem
caginin Osmanli edebiyati hem de hizmet ettigi hanedanin tarihi konusunda yeterince
bilgiliydi. Osmanl: tarihine duydugu ilgi dolayl yoldan, Osmanl: basschrinde uzunca bir
siire ikamet eden ve evlilik vasttastyla Hersekzade'yle akraba olan Bizansli—Italyan kronikgi
‘Theodore Spandounes (Spandugnino) tarafindan onaylanmaktadir. Ahmed’in biiyiik abisi

Ladislas, Spandounes’in biiyiikbabasinin kizkardesi olan Anna isimli bir bayanla evlidir.*

On the Origin of the Ottoman Emperors’ adli eserinde, Spandounes konuyla ilgili

bilgisinin nereden kaynaklandigini séyle anlatmaktadur:

Tirklerin padisahiyla ¢ok yakin iliskileri olan iki soyluya danisma
firsatt buldum. Cok yakin arkadaslarim ve akrabalarimdan olup,
nadir bulunan yetenege ve bu konular hakkinda son derece genis
bilgiye sahiplerdir.*®

‘KaynaKlarindan biri Hersekzide Ahmed, digeri ise iki kere veziriazamlik yapmis
ve Ahmed gibi Sultan II. Bayezid’in damadi olan Mesih Pagadir. Mesih Paga, Fatih
Mehmed tarafindan saraya alinip, aslen Palaiologos hanedaninin iiyesi ve son Bizans
Imparatoru XI. Konstantin'in yegenidir.?* Spandounes’in erken dénem Osmanlt tarihi
hakkinda ulagtigi bilgilerin dogrulugunu Hersekzide Ahmed Paga’'nin koleksiyonundaki
@ tarihi eserlere baglamamiz dogal gdzitkmektedir. Bagka tiirlii ifade edilmis olsa da, @
Spandounes’e Hersekzade tarafindan verilen “bu konular hakkindaki genis bilgi,” biiyiik
ihtimalle Hersekzade'nin koleksiyonundaki erken dénem Osmanli tarihi hakkindaki el

yazmalarindan toplanmugtir.

Bu ismi tastyan bir¢ok eser var olup, Hersekzade'nin erken donem Osmanli tarihine ilgisini

gozoniinde tutarak, bu el yazmasi biiyiik bir ihtimalle Ahmedi'nin (6limii: 1412) yazdig

Iskender—ndmedir. Osmanlilarin kékenleriyle ilgili Désitan—: Tevarih—i Miiliik—i Al~i 'Osmén

isimli ek bir boliimii igerip, bu tarz eserler arasinda en eskilerindendir. Bkz. Giinay Kut:

“Ahmedi”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 2 (Istanbul, 1989), s. 165-167.

Asikpagazade Dervis Ahmed’in 6nemli geg 15. yiizyil Osmanli tarihi eseri, takriben 1480°de

yazilmistur. Osmanli hanedanligina sekil veren seneleri en detayli (ve en dogru) anlatan

eserlerdendir. Hersekzade Ahmed’in sahip oldugu eserler arasinda bulunmasi, onun hizmet ettigi
hanedanlikla ilgili ulasmal istedigi kavrayisi gostermesi agisindan 6nemli bir belirtidir. Blkz.

Abdiilkadir Ozcan: “Asikpasazade,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 4 (Istanbul,

1991), s. 6-718.

» Yaucizade'nin Tevirib—i Al—i Selguk adli eseri. Sultan TI. Murad’in (1421-1451), talebi iizerine
yazilmis olup, Ibn Bibi'nin Farsca eseri: El~Evdmirii |- Ala iyye fi'l-Umuri ‘- Ala iyye nin Tiirkge
cevirisini ve Yazicizdde’nin Anadolu Selguklulart tizerine yazdigt kisimlari igermektedir.

% Lowry, 2010: s. 138-139.

Donald M. Nicol (Ceviren ve Hazirlayan): Theodore Spandounes on the Origin of the Ottoman

Emperors. Cambridge, 1997 [Bundan sonra: Spandounes, 1997].

3% Lowry, 2010: s. 138-139.

¥ Lowry, 2010: s. 127-128.
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®

Hersekzide Ahmed’in sahip oldugu elyazmalarinin yanisira, defterde bulunan ilgi ¢ekici

bir ikinci kategori ise: simgirha—i miitenevviadir (gesitli kiliglar). Her birinin kisa tanimi

ve degerleriyle birlikte on iti¢ kilicin bulundugu (simgir) bir liste verilmektedir [Bkz.

Tablo III ve Resim I]. Bu kategorinin bilhassa 6nem tagimasinin nedeni, kiliglardan en

azindan birinin gliniimiize kadar gelmesi ve Suudi Arabistar’lt Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin’in

koleksiyonunda bulunmasidir [Resim 2], uzmanlar tarafindan Osmanli kili¢ zanaatinin

Tablo III: Hersekzade Ahmed’in Topkapi Saray: Tarafindan
Satin Alinan Kili¢ Koleksiyonu

No

Defterdeki Kayit

Terciime

Deger

Simygir—i biiziirk ba—bend ve
balcak—1 zer yek—bend besim—i
balgami —
musanna’ a'li

I biiyiik bir kilig ve yesil taslt
kabzas1 — olaganiistii zanaatcilikle
yapilmus

40.000 akee

Simgsir—i bi—bend—i zer—i
miisebbek miicevher
musanna’

Icine alun kakilmis kili¢ ve miicevherle
stislenmis kabzast

18.000 akge

Simgsir—i bi—bend—i ve
balcak—1 zer yek—bend besin

Kili¢ ve alunla siislenmis kabzast

14.000 akee

Simgir—i bi—bend—i zer
balcak—1 zer—nisin

Kilig ve altinla siislenmis kabzasi

12.000 akge

Simgsir—i bi—bend—i zer

ba—balcak—1 polad

Alunla siislenmis kilig ve gelik kabzast

7.000 akge

Simgir—i bi—bend—i polad—i

zer—nisan

Altinla bezenmis celik kilig

5.000 akge

Simgir—i sahdbe 1
baha ta’yin olunmads

Hz. Muhammed’in (silah) arkadaginin
kilict — deger belirlenmemis

Simygir—i bi—bend—i zer
nisdn—1 miicevher

Alun ve degerli taslarla bezenmis kilig

2.500 akee

Simgsirhd bi—bend—i nukre ve
bi—bend—i side 3
bi bend—i nukre 2
ve bi—bend—i side 1

3 kulig: 2 siislemeli 1 siissiiz:
Siislii kiliglar: 2
Siissiiz kilig: 1

3.500 akge

12

Simgir—i bi—bend—i zer—nisin
an—polad miicevher

Altin ve miicevherle siislenmis

celik kili¢

3.500 akge

13

Kard—i varsak—1 biiziirk
bi—bend—i zer

Kilifi iginde biiyiik bir pala

11.000 akge

Simgsirhd—i miitenevvi‘a

[Toplam deger]
kalig¢ koleksiyonu

116.500 akge

TS, MA.d: #9576:5. 5
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en iyi 6rneklerinden biri olarak gosterilmektedir.! Altin, giimiis ve yakut kakmali kilicin
tistiine asil sahibinin ismi yazilidur: Rustam—i as, yare—i askar, Iskandar—i began... Ahmed
b. Hersek Han (Cagin Riistemy’i, ordularin yardimi, Generaller'in Iskender’i, Hersek Han
oglu Ahmed),* bu gercek, Hersekzide Ahmed’in koleksiyonunda bulunan yataganlardan
biri oldugu sonucunu desteklemekredir.
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Resim 1: Hersekzade Ahmed'in Muhallefdt Defteri'nde Bulunan Kiliclari

41

Bu kili¢ J. Michael Rogers tarafindan yayimlanmugtir, Jay A. Levenson (Hazirlayan): Circa 1492:
Art in the Age of Exploration. Washington D.C. (National Gallery of Art), 1991. Bkz. s. 197-198
[Bundan sonra: Rogers, 1991] Bu kisim 6nde gelen Islam sanau tarihgilerinden Rogers tarafindan
yazilmis olup yatagan ve hediye verildigi kisiyle alakal ilgi ¢ekici gdzlemler icermekeedir.

4 Rogers, 1991:s. 197-198.
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Resim 2: Rifat Sheikh
al-Arfdin'in Koleksiyo-
nundaki Hersekzdde Ahme

HEATH W. LOWRY

Sheikh al-Arfdin yatagan: cogunlukla Ahmed Tekelii isimli bir
zanaatkara atfedilmis olup, ikincil kaynaklarda 1520-1530%
yillar1 civarinda Topkap: Saray’nin® atélyesinde calisan bir
Tranl® olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bu atfetmenin Istanbul
Topkapi Saray1 Koleksiyonu’'nda bulunan [TLKS 2/3776] bir
baska kilicla iscilik ve tasarim acisindan gosterdigi benzerlikten
kaynaklanmakradir. Topkaprda bulunan yatagan yaraticisinin

ismini muhafaza etmektedir: Ahmed Tekelii.4

Bu iki silah arasindaki benzerlik Islami sanat tarihi konusunda
birikimli olan tarih¢i Michael Rogers'in su sonuca varmasina
sebep olmugtur: “[Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin kiliciyla] 7526—
1527 yillarida Abmed Tekeliiniin Kanuni Sultan Siileyman
igin yaptigi kilig arasindaki yakin parallelikler on yillar boyunca
iiretime siirekli devam eden bir atlyeyi ve Hersekzide Ahmed'in
kilict imzaly olmasa da Abmed Tekeliiniin sabsi katiliming ileri

siirmektedir.”

Rifat Sheikh al-Arfdin’in kilictyla [Resim 2] Tablo IIT'te
goriilenleri kargilagtrdigimizda, bunun, muhallefat defterinde
no. 2 olarak goziiken, yani 18.000 ak¢e deger bicilmis ve

soyle tanimlanan: Simgir bi—bend—i zer—i miisebbek miicevher

musanna’ (i¢ine altin kakilmis kili¢ ve miicevherle siislenmis
kabzasi) kilic olmast muhtemeldir. Sadece icine dolgun alun

4 kakilmamis olup, kabzast da miicevherlerle siislenmistir.

Yatagani

45

44

45

46
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Tekelii ile bagdaslastirilan bir diger yatagan icin, Bkz. Metropolitan Miizesi’nin koleksiyonundaki
yataganin gevrimici katologu: http://www.metmuseum.org/special/philippe_de_montebello_
years/exhibition/view.aspx?an=1993.14&pg=6.

Topkap: Sarayr Koleksiyonu'ndaki kilig Esin Aul tarafindan yayimlanmustir: 7he Age of Sultan
Siileyman the Magnificent. Washington D.C. (National Gallery of Art), 1987. Kiliglar igin, bkz.
s. 151-159.

Tekelii bir Tiirkmen asiretinin ismi oldugundan, ikincil Bati edebiyatinda neden siirekli olarak
‘Iranlt’ olarak bahsedildiginden emin degilim. Bu gériisiin Tiirk uzmanlar tarafindan evrensel bir
sckilde kabul edilmedigi Unsal Yiicel'in su eserinden anlagilacaktir: “Tiirk Kilig Ustalars,” Ziirk
Etnografya Dergisi. Sayt VII-VIII (Istanbul, 1966), s. 59-63. Bkz. s. 71, burada Tekelii ‘Tiirk
Kili¢ Ustalarr’ listesinde yer almaktadir.

Seckin Islam sanatt tarihgisi kadim dostum ve meslektasim Walter Denny’e bu kiliglarla ilgili
ayrinulari sundugu i¢in minnettarim. Ayni sekilde, Michael Rogers’'in nazik yardimlarini kabul
etmek bir zevkdi, kendisi sadece saf sorularimi yanitlamakla kalmayip ayni zamanda muhallefac
defterinde bulunan kiliglarla ilgili degerli 6nerilerde bulunmustur. Bana verdigi bilgiler arasinda
Bashir Mohamed’in 7he Arts of the Muslim Knight: The Furusiyya Art Foundation Collection.
Skira, 2008'de bulunan bir kayitta “ZTopkap: Sarayr'nda bu cesit birkag kilic daba bulundugunu
beyan etmis” ve bunlari kendisinin bizzat gérmedigini eklemistir. Furusiyya Katalog'unda
bulunan kayit dogruysa Hersekzide Ahmed’e ait olan diger kiliglarin da bugiine ulastugr ihtimali
kuvvetlenmekeedir.
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Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa’nin Kariyeri

Tablo IV’te goriilecegi tizere, Hersekzide Ahmed bir Osmanli biirokratt olarak yonetici
tabakanin en st nokralarina kadar yiikselmis, Sultan II. Bayezid’in kiziyla olan evliligiyle
dne ¢tkmis ve benzeri gorilmemis bir sekilde farkli zamanlarda beg kere veziriazam olup, bu
tiir durumlarda genelde goriildiigii gibi ara sira kaderin cilvesine maruz kalmistr. 1511°de
Istanbul'daki konaginin bir grup kiiskiin yeniceri tarafindan yagmalanmast ve 1516'da

Sultan I. Selim tarafindan agagilanip déviilmesini yasadigi deneyimlere 6rnek verebiliriz.

Tablo IV, Hersekzade Ahmed’in sira dist hayat ve kariyerini 6zetleyip, bir diplomat ve
devlet adami olarak onun {istiin yeteneklerini belgelemektedir. Birbirine hi¢ benzemeyen
ti¢ padisah, II. Mehmed (1451-1481), II. Bayezid (1481-1512) ve L. Selim (1512-1520)
zamaninda sadece gorevde kalmayip ayni zamanda da bagarili olmasi, imparatorlugun alt
yiiz yillik tarihinde tepe noktalara yiikselen ¢ogu kisinin basa ¢ikamadigi entrikalar ve

talih oyunlarinin Gstesinden gelmesi agisindan takdire sayandir.

Memluklara kars1 1486, 1488 ve 1490 yillarinda aldig: ti¢ kiiciik diisiirticii yenilgiden (ki
ilkinde esir alinmigtir) yola ¢ikarak, Osmanli Devletinde tepe noktalara ¢ikisina askeri
zekasinin degil de politikact ve diplomat olarak sahip oldugu istisnai yeteneginin neden
oldugunu séyleyebiliriz. Bu sonuca, Sultan II. Mehmed, II. Bayezid ve I. Selim’le kurdugu

ve muhafaza ettigi iliskiler iistiinden de varmakrayz.

1478 gibi erken bir tarihte, sadece yirmi iki yasinda Sultan II. Mehmed’in Arnavutluk’taki
Iskodra seferinde mir—i alem (sancakear) olarak hizmet ederken, Sultan: “isini iyi bilen ve
karsilastigimiz belalarin distesinden gelebilecek bir vezir” yoklugundan sikiyet etmis, geng
Ahmed ise 0 anda hapsedilmis olan Gedik Ahmed Paga’nin adina [hakkinden] konusup
“eger hizmetkiriniz Gedik Pasa bizimle olsaydi bu zorluklarla karsilasmazdik” demistir.
Bu miidahale eski veziriazamin serbest birakilmasina neden olmustur.”” Sahneye yeni
¢tkan yirmi iki yagindaki bir Osmanlr’nin gosterdigi bu ciiret, Fatih Sultan Mehmed’le
aralarindaki iliskinin ne kadar yakin boyutlarda olduguna da isaret etmekeedir.

Geng Hersekzade'nin giivenilirligine ve yeteneklerine duyulan bu itimat, Mehmed’in
oglu ve ayni zamanda halefi olan Sultan II. Bayezid tarafindan da paylagilmakeadir.

Kizi Hindi Hatln'u 1481°de o zaman yirmi bes yasinda olan Ahmed’le evlendirmesi,

47" Turan, 1998: s. 236.
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Tablo IV: Hersekzide Ahmed Paga’nin Meslek Hayatr*

Olay ve/veya Mevki

Unvan veya Vaka

Sene

Dogum: Hersek—Novi —
Castel Nuovo (May1s 1456)

Hersek—Novi (Castel Nuovo)
ve Dubrovnik’te yetismistir.

1456-1472

[stanbul’a gelmesi

Saray hizmetine girer;
Misliiman olup

erken 1473-1478

Vali]

atanmasi

[lk defa ‘Ahmed” ismiyle anilmast 1474
Sultan II. Mehmed’in bir ‘Hizmetkarim Ahmed Beg’ 1477
fermaninda adinin ge¢mesi olarak
Mir—i ‘Alem Arnavutluk’taki Iskodra
[Sultan II. Mehmed’in Sancaktari] seferinde ilk .l.{CZ Mir—i Alem 1478
olarak gérev almasi
Hamid Ili Sancak Begi : ..
[Anadoludaki Hamid Eyaletinde Ik defa Sancak Begi olaral 1479

Hiindi Hattin'la evlenmesi
[Sultan II. Bayezid'in kiz1]

Sultan II. Bayezid’in damadi
olmasi

14 Aralik 1481'den evvel

Hudavendigar {li Sancak Begi
[Bursa Eyaleti’nde Vali olmasi]

Sancak Begi olarak ikinci
atanist

Geg 1481 — erken 1485

Anadolu Beylerbegi ve Serdar

[lk kez Anadolu Beylerbegi
ve Serdar (Mistr kargisindaki
ordularin komutani)
olarak atanmast

Mart 1486

Memluklar karsisinda yenilgi,
yaralanip esir alinmast

Kahire, Misirda savas esiri
olarak tutulmasi

Subat veya Mart 1486 —
2 Ocak 1487'de serbest
birakildi

Vezirlik makamina yiikselmesi

Vezir olarak ilk atanmasi

Subat 1487’nin sonu

Gelibolu Sancak Begi ve
Kapudan—1 Derya

Sancak Begi olarak tigiincii
kez, Kapudan—1 Dery4 olarak
ilk atanmast

17 Mart 1488'den evvel

Geliboludaki Riis Kéyii'ne

16 Agustos 1488—

ordusuna karst basarisiz sefer]

Gegigi Emeklilik gekilir Agustos 1489

Anadolu Beylerbegi Anal'df)lu'Beylerbegi olarak 1489 Sonbahar1
ikinci kez atanmast
< Anadolu Beylerbegi olarak 1493 Bahari —
Anadolu Beylerbegi iigiincii kez atanmast Subat 1496
[lk defa Veziriazam olarak

Veziriazam atanmasi 8 Mart 1497—

[Kayserideki Memluk 19 Agustos 1498

Vezir ve Kapudan—1 Dery4
olarak ikinci kez atanmasi

Ikinci defa Vezir ve
Kapudan—1 Dery4 olarak
gorevlendirilmesi

1500 Ilkbahari —
1501 Sonbahari

Veziriazam

Ikinci kez Veziriazam olarak
atanmast

Kasim 1502 —
Eyliil 1506

5/11/12 10:52:49 AM ‘ JE—
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Tablo IV: Devamu
Olay ve/veya Mevki Unvan veya Vaka Sene
Dérdiincii kez Sancak
Gelibolu Sancak Beg ve Begi olarak ve tgiincii kez 10 Mart 1506 —

Kapudan—1 Derya

Kapudan—1 Dery4 olarak
atanmasi Eyliil 1510'da Vezir
olarak atanir]

Haziran 1511

Veziriazam

Uciincii defa Veziriazam
olmast

2 Temmuz 1511 —
21 Eyliil 1511

Ugilincii kez Veziriazam gorevinden

Istanbul’daki konaginin
yenigeriler tarafindan

21 Eyliil 1511

atlmast yagmalanmasi ve gérevinden
kovulusu
ikinci Vezir olarak atanmast Ugtinil defa Vezir olaral 1512
atanmasi
Dérdiincii kez Veziriazam Kasim 1512 —

Veziriazam

olmas1

28 Ekim 1514

Veziriazam

Besinci kez Veziriazam olmasi

8 Eylul 1515 —
26 Nisan 1516

Divan'da Sultan 1. Selim tarafindan
déviiliip asagilanarak biitiin gorev-

Yedi Kule Kalesi’nde esir
alinip ayni giin serbest

26 Nisan 1516

lerinden alinmast birakilmasi
Bursa Muhafiz’1 olarak atanmasi Ill;(k;zl l\:hill:)a ﬁf (YKEIC 1516 yazinda —
[Bursa Kalesi Komutani] omutanl; afarax Temmuz 1517
gorevlendirilmesi

Misir'a gidip Kahire'de Sultan L.
Selim’i Memluklara kargt aldig;
zaferden 6tiirii tebrik etmesi

Mayis 1517

Sultan I. Selim tarafindan kabul
edilip onurlandirilmast

Kahire, Misir

23 Haziran 1517

Vefat

Bursa'ya donerken
Giineydogu Anadolu'da Marag
civarinda vefat etmesi

21 Temmuz 1517

Naasin Bursa'ya getirilmesi

Dil Kéyii'nde kendi camisinin
yanina gémiilmesi (Yalova
yakinlarinda)

[30 Temmuz 1517 ?]

*Not: Bu Tablodaki bilgiler su kaynaklardan alinmugtir: Turan, 1998, Lowry 2010, Simsar,

1940 & Sabanovi¢, 1971.
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devaminda ii¢ ayri zamanda onu Anadolu Beylerbegi (ii¢ defa), Kaptaniderya (ii¢ defa)
ve Veziriazam olarak gorevlendirmesinden bu sonuca ulasabiliriz. Kisacast, Bayezid’in
1481de baslayan saltanaunin ilk giinlerinden tahttan indigi 1512’ye kadar, yani
otuz bir senelik hiikiimdarliginda, Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa en ¢ok giivendigi dost ve
danigmanlarindan biri olmugtur. Babasinin yapug genis capli askeri fetihlerden sonra, II.
Bayezid devrinin Osmanli kurumlarinin yerine oturdugu ve saglamlastigi zaman dilimi
olarak goriilmesinde damadi Hersekzade Ahmed’in tavsiyeleri ve dngoriisiiniin etkisi

oldugu agikea gozitkmekeedir.

Kendisinin neredeyse iki kat yagindaki Sultan Mehmed’e danigmanlik yapmasi, yine
kendisinden neredeyse on yas biiyiik olan Sultan Bayezid'le kurdugu yakin iliskilerin
yaninda, kendisinden on yas kiigiik olan ve ¢abuk karar degistiren Yavuz Sultan Selim’in
genel anlamda giivenini kazanip bunu muhafaza etmesi, bir diplomat ve devletadami olarak
yeteneklerinin gergek boyutlarini gostermekredir. Tkridarla gergekleri konusmasindaki iinii,
iligkilerini bazen olumsuz yénde etkilemis olmalidir (Selim’in bir divan esnasinda onu rezil
edip bagindaki kavugu firlatmasinda goriilecegi gibi), yine de her seye ragmen onu iki
kere veziriazam olarak gorevlendirmistir. Ilki, o zamanlar sehzide olan Selim'in babasinin
yerine sultan olarak ge¢mesini engellemeye calistigi icin Ahmed’in konaginin Yenigeriler
tarafindan yagmalanmasindan birkag ay sonra gerceklesmistir. Aralarindaki iligkinin
Hersekzade'nin 1517'deki 6liimiine kadar yakin kaldigini, 1516'da o esnada altmis yasinda
olan ve kismen emekli durumda Bursada yasayan Ahmed Paga’nin son seyahati olacak
Kahire’ye gidip Selim’i Suriye ve Misir fetihlerinden dolay1 sahsen kutlamasina dayanarak
soyleyebiliriz. 23 Temmuz 1517 (6limiinden bir ay 6nce), Sultan’in huzuruna kabul edilip

hediyelerle miikafatlandirilmistir.

Kisacast, Prens Stjepan Vukei—Kosaca olarak 1456'da Hersek'te dogan bu Hiristiyan
cocuk, 1472de sadece dinini ve ismini degistirip Osmanli Devleti’nin hizmetine girmekle
kalmamis, Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa olarak imparatorlugun alti yiiz senelik tarihinde
emsali goriilmemis bir sekilde kirk sene boyunca Osmanli yénetim kadrosunun en iist

noktalarinda hizmet etmistir.

15 ve 16. ylizyll Osmanli biirokratlarinin gorev siirelerini bilen kimselerin de gdrecegi
tizere, Hersekzdde'nin meslek hayat son derece istisnai ve uzun émiirliidiir. Veziriazam
mevkiinin Imparatorlugun en yiiksek idari makami olup, kovulmanin genelde idamla
sonuglandig bir devirde, bes farkli donemde bu gorevi yapmis olmasi kesinlikle sira

disidir.

Birbirinden ¢ok farkli ii¢ hiikiimdar olan Sultan II. Mehmed, Sultan II. Bayezid ve
Sultan I. Selim’in dénemlerinde bunu yapabilmis olmasi, kabiliyetlerinin ne kadar kesin

oldugunu daha agike¢a gostermektedir. Cagdasi olan kronikgilerin ittifak etmiscesine onun
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devlet adami olarak becerilerini Gvmesi rastlants degildir. Iyi egitimli olup devlet islerinden
anladiginin, diisiinceli (daha dogrusu tedbirli), mantikli, diiriist ve cesur olmasinin altini
cizmektedirler. Onlar ve sonraki kronik yazarlari, onu gergek anlamda cengaver bir sahsiyet

olarak degerlendirmektedir.*®

Hersekzade Ahmed’in Aile Hayat1 ve Nesli

Diger ¢ogu Osmanli biirokratlarinda da oldugu gibi, Hersekzdde Ahmed’in de ozel
hayatyla ilgili hemen hemen higbir sey bilinmemektedir. Sultan II. Bayezid’in kiziyla
evli olmasindan é6tiirii, en azindan esinin ismini biliyoruz (veya eslerinden biri?). Bu kisi,
1481’de babast sultan olduktan birkag ay sonra evlendigi Hiindi Hatn'dur. Hersekzade'nin
1511in Aralik ayinda kaleme aldig1 vakfiyesinde merbume % olarak ge¢mesinden de o

tarihten 8nce vefat ettigini anliyoruz.

Hersekzade nin nesliyle ilgili sahip oldugumuz kisitli bilgi de yine 1511 tarihli vakfiyesinden
gelmekee ve iig kizinin ismi gegmekredir: 1) Mahd{im[e]—zade ( 83) ) 933 ), vakfiyenin
belirttigi “annesinin oliimiinii takiben, onun varligina olan izleminden otiirii, kutsal
yerlere goemiistiir” ibaresinden otiirii, onun da 1511°den 6nce sldagiinii biliyoruz;® 2)
Kamer—sah (ol ya8), isimli ikinci kizi, Hersekzide annelerinden ona kalan miras payint
satin almugtir;® ve 3) ‘Ayni-sah (el she ) isimli iigiincii kizi, ondan da ayni gekilde
rahmetli annelerinden kalan miras payini satin almistir. Vakfiyeden yola ¢ikarak, onun
neslinden olan bu ii¢ kizinin da Htndi Hatlindan oldugu agikur. Diger kaynaklarda
en azindan bir tane daha bagka kizi oldugu, isminin Huma olup 1551°da hala yasadig:
gecmekreedir.”

Ayni zamanda vakfiyede HersekzAde hayattayken vakfin bizzat kendisi, 6liimiinden sonra
ise “sanl ogullarinin arasindan en dogru ve becerikli olan: tarafindan” yonetilecegi beyan

edilmektedir. Buna ragmen higbir oglunun ismi verilmemektedir.* Onceden bahsedildigi

% Turan, 1998: s. 237. Ayrica bkz. Mehmed Siireyya: Sicill-i Osmant, Istanbul, h. 1308 (1890—
1891). L cilt, s. 195

4 Simsar, 1940: s. 68—69.

0 Simsar, 1940: s. 70-71. Not: Bir kadin ismi olarak Mahdiim-zade icin en basit gekliyle
soylemek gerekirse problematik denebilir. Kelime anlami ‘Efendi’nin oglu’ olup, normalde
erkeklere verilmektedir. Buna ragmen, vakfiyede gecen: Mahdiim—zide nam kizlarindan (kizlart
arasindan ismi Mahdim-zade olan) ciimlesinden tiirii, ger¢ekten kizlarindan birinin ismi gibi
gozitkmekredir.

! Simsar, 1940: s. 70-71.

Sabanovi¢, 1971: s. 342. Not: Sabanovi¢ bu ismi kaynak gostermeden vermekeedir.

5 Simsar, 1940: s. 126-129.
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tizere, bu 'isimsiz ogullarindan' biri sair Ali Beg (ad1 en son 1545te anilmaktadir), ikincisi
ise Mustafa Begdir (1582°de hala hayattadir). Mustafa nin éliimiiyle Hersekzade ailesinin

Miisliiman kolunun sona erdigi sdylenebilir.>

Hersekzade Ahmed’in Handi HatGn’la evliligi esnasinda veya sonrasinda bagka karilari veya

cariyeleri, veya bu iligskilerinden ¢ocuklari olup olmadig: sorularina bugiin elimize ulagan

kaynaklar cevap verememektedir. Buna ragmen, merak uyandiran bir delil parcasi bulunup,

en azindan bir tane daha karist veya cariyesi oldugu ihtimalini kuvvetlendirmektedir.

Hersekzade'nin Rés Kéyirnde [Bugiin: Kesan] yapugi caminin avlusunda daginik bir

sekilde bulunan mezar taglarinin arasinda, hicri 925 (1519) tarihli, st kistmlart olmayan

bir parca bulunmaktadir. Varligini siirdiiren bu parcada hicri 925°de (1519) vefat eden (f7

mate) Perihal Hatn'un ismi belli bir sekilde goriilmektedir [Resim 3].

g

Resim 3: Perihal Hatn'un mezar tasi

54

dayanmaktayim.

‘ HersekzadeBookSayfa_Trk03Y.indd 68

Cesitli fakeorler, s6z konusu hanimefendi-
nin Hersekzade'nin ev halkinin bir tyesi
oldugunu gostermektedir. Asagida tartisila-
cagy tizere, 16. yiizyilin ilk senelerinde Ras
K&yt kiigiik bir yerlesim yeri olup, dikkate
deger tek ozelligi Hersekzide Ahmed’in
oraya yerlesip bir cami yapmaya karar ver-
mesidir. Bu gergekle birlikte, s6z konusu
Perihal Hat(in'un Ahmed Pasadan yalnizca
iki sene sonra vefat edip, Ris Koyii'ndeki
caminin avlusuna gomiilmesi (8zenilmis
bir mezar tastyla), ailesinden biri olmasi,
yani ya bilinmeyen bir es veyahut da cari-
yesi olmast ihtimalini kuvvetlendirmekee-
dir. 16. yiizyilin baglarinda izbe bir Trakya
kéyiinde bir kadinin bu kadar 6zen goste-
rilmis bir mezar tasiyla birlikte defnedilmis

olmast ancak béyle agiklanabilir.

Perihal Hattin'un kim olduguna dair ipug-
lar1 isminden 6teye gitmemektedir. Peri-

hal, genellikle cariyelere verilen bir isimdir.

Sabanovi¢, 1971: s. 342. Not: Burada da, bu isim ve bilgi igin kaynak gstermeyen Sabanovice
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Bunun disinda, Hersekzdde Ahmed Paga’yla mechul Perihal Hatlin'un arasindaki iligkinin

tam ne oldugunu saptamaya dair bir yol bulunmamaktadir.
Hersekzide Ahmed’in Kurdugu Vakiflar:

Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa, alisilmis bir Osmanli uygulamasi olan hayur isleriyle ugrasan bir
vakif kurmugsa da bunu kendi tarziyla yapmustir. Belirgin bir gekilde alisiimisin disinda,
vakfinin iki camisi ve bir imareti (asevi) olup, bunlarin higbiri, bagsehir Istanbul veya

Imparatorlugun 6teki kasaba ve sehirlerinde yer almamaktadir.

Dahasi, bunlari Trakyadaki Ras Koyirnde [bugiin Kesan = Bizans: Kissos veya Kisson],*
ve Bitinyadaki Dil Koyi'nde [Bugiin: Yalova civarindaki Hersek Koyii] yapmay1 tercih
etmistir. Sahip oldugu Ras Kéyiinii cami yapilacak yer olarak se¢mis, yine sahip oldugu
Dil Kdyii'nii ise hem imaret hem de ikinci caminin yapilacag yer olarak segmistir. Imaret,
giintimiize ulagmamugur, camilerin ikisi de, her ne kadar ¢ok degisiklige ugramis olsa

da, ayakta durmakradirlar. Dil Koyindeki cami, 20. yiizyilin baginda tamamen yikilmig

olmasina ragmen [Resim 4], yeniden yapilmistur. Ras=Kesindaki cami ise, benzer

Resim 4: Restore edilmis Hersekzdde Ahmed Pasa Camii, Dil (Hersek Koyu, 2011)

> Georgios Liakopoulos: The Ottoman Conquest of Thrace: Aspects of Historical Geography.

Yayimlanmamus M.A. Tezi, (Bilkent Universitesi), Ankara 2002.
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3. e

Resim 6: Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa Camii, Ris Koyl (Kesan, 1935 civari)
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sekilde birkag kez yenilenmis olsa da [Resim 5 ve 6], bazi orijinal niteliklerini muhafaza
etmektedir’®® [Resim 7].

Istanbul’un 1453’teki fethini takip eden yiizyilda, cogu iist diizey Osmanli biirokratt hay1r
islerini bu gehirde yapmaya karar vermiglerdir. Bunu yapmalarinin birka¢ nedeni vardi: a)
Harabeye dénmiis Bizans Istanbulu’nun Osmanli bassehrine layik bir yer haline gelmesine
katkida bulunmak; b) Her birinin hayir isi yapuklarini gostermek; ¢) Kurduklari bu
miiesseselere ait geliri, ogullarint veya kizlarini bu vakiflarda maagli yonetici olarak gosterip
onlara birakmak; d) Son olarak da isimlerinin 6liimlerinden sonra da hatirlanmasini

saglamak.””

Hersekzide Ahmed’in aligilagelmis uygulamanin disina ¢ikarak hayir isleri icin bu mechul
yerleri segmis olmast dikkat ¢ekici bir durumdur. Bunun nedeni ¢agdasi olan yazarlarin
bahsettigi miitevaziligs olabilecegi gibi, diger taraftan gorev siiresinin uzunlugu ve
gorkemiyle ilgili tesadiifi bir iligkiye de dayanmakta olabilir. Baska bir sekilde soyleyecek
olursak, belki de bu é8l¢iilii ve gosterissiz hayat anlayist Osmanli ynetiminin en tepe
noktasinda hemen hemen benzeri goriilmemis bir sekilde otuz sene gorev yapma basarisina

katkida bulunmustur.

¢ Not: Dil camisinin i¢ ebatlari: 13.15 x 13.18 metre iken, Kesin'daki caminin i¢ ebatlari: 9.46 x

9.47 metre, demek ki birinci yaps ikincisinden ok daha biiyiiktiir. Bkz. I. Aydin Yitksel: Osmanis
Mimarisinde II. Bayezid Yavuz Selim Devri (886-926/1481-1520). Cilt V, Istanbul (Istanbul
Fetih Cemiyeti), 1983. s. 311— [Bundan sonra: Yiiksel, 1983].

7 Bkz. Howard Crane [Ceviren ve Hazrlayan): The Gardens of the Mosque: Hafiz Hiiseyin
al— ~Ayvansarayi’ Guide to the Muslim Monuments of Ottoman Istanbul. Leiden (Brill), 2000.
Ayvansarayi'nin Istanbul'daki camiler ve mescitler hakkindaki ayrinuli betimlemesi (1779
tarihli), Hersekzdde Ahmed’in bulundugu makama ulasan hemen hemen tiim 15. ve 16. yiizyil
Osmanli biirokratlarinin, vakiflarinin bagsehirde oldugunu onaylamaktadir. Ayvansarayi’nin
eserinin etrafli bir incelemesi, 18. yiizyilin sonunda Istanbul'da Hersekzade'ye ait bir mescit veya
caminin olmadigini gostermekeedir.

Hersekzade'nin Istanbul'da herhangi bir sekilde vakfi olmadigi: a) Omer Liitfi Barkan ve Ekrem
Hakkt Ayverdi'nin: Iszanbul Vakiflar: Tahrir Defieri — 953 (1546) Taribli, Istanbul, 1970; b)
Mehmet Canatar: Istanbul Vakiflar: Tabrir Dzﬁerz 1009 (1600) Taribli, Istanbul (Istanbul Fethi
Cemiyeti), Istanbul 2004) eserlerinde de teyit edilmektedir. 1453—1600 arasinda bagsehirde
kurulmus tiim vakiflari listeleyen bu eserler, Hersekzide Ahmed’in vakfi olduguna dair bir bilgi
icermemektedir.

Dikkate deger bir sekilde, Istanbul'daki Bagbakanlik Arsivi'nde bulunan geg 18. yiizyil tarihli
iki evkaf (dini vakif) belgesinde, Hersekzide Ahmed tarafindan yapilmis bir cami oldugunu
ima eden istisnai bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Bkz. Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet
Evkafi: Dosya No: 448; Gomlek No: 22675; Tarih: 29 Ra [Rebiiilevvel] 1204 (17 Aralik 1789) :
Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya No: 48; Gomlek No: 2395; Tarih:
21 C [Cumadelahire] 1204 (8 Mart 1790). Iki belge de Hersekzade Ahmed’in vakfina duacilarin
atanmastyla ilgili talep tizerine yazilmustir. Talep edilen cami (veya yerin) ismi verilmemistir.
Bu iki talebi onaylayan memur derkenarda bunlarin: “merhum Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa’nin
Istanbul'daki Aziz Camii’inin vakfi” (Vakf-z Cimi—i Serife—i merhum Hersekzide Ahmed Paga der
Lstanbul) igin oldugunu not diismiistiir. Béyle bir caminin varligr bilinmedigi icin, bunun bir
yazim hatast olmasi gerektigi, yani mevzubahis taleplerin aslinda Ras ve Dil kéylerindeki camiler
i¢in oldugu anlagilmakeadir.
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Ahmed Paga’nin Riis Kéyi' ndeki camisinin vakfiyesi, Mescid—i Cami—% Serifve Dil Kéyit'niin
vakfiyesi hicri 917°deki Ramadan’in son on giinii, yani 12 Aralik 1511 ve 22 Aralik 1511
tarihleri arasinda kaleme alinmustir. Siiliis yazist kullanilarak Tiirkce (Kur'an'dan alinmig
birgok Arapga ayetle beraber) yazilmisur. Bugiin Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’'ndeki Free
Library of Philadelphiada bulunan John Freer Frederick Lewis Koleksiyonu'nda bir tek

niishast bulunmaktadir.

Bu vakfiye, Iran dogumlu 4lim Muhammed Ahmed Simsar tarafindan 1940 yilinda Zhe
Wagqfiyah of ’Abmed Pisa olarak basilmisur.*® Simsar’in eseri drnek teskil edecek nitelikte
olmasina ragmen, ne yazik ki Osmanli tarihi tizerine ¢alisan uzmanlar tarafindan hak ettigi

ilgiyi gérmemistir.”

Vakfiyede vakif sahibi: Hazrer—i ‘Abmed Pisd, ibn Abdwl-Hayy (Allah'in Hizmetkér1'nin
oglu, zauali Ahmed Pasa) olarak gegmesi, Islam’t sonradan se¢mesinin yaninda, babadan
gecen ‘Hersekzade,” yani Hersek Prensi’nin oglu ismini dini bir belgede kullanmaya karg:

olan duyarliliginin bir yansimasi olabilir.®
Vakfiyede atfedilene gore Trakyadaki camisinin ingast:

Gelibolu Sancagr’'nin Kegin kasabasina bagli Ris Kéyi'nde (Liva—i

@ Gelibolyda kasaba—i Kesin tibi—i Ris Koyi nde), itibar, nege, saglik @
ve glivenlikle yasamakta olup, saglam bir Mescid—i Cami—i Serif
insa etmis ve halk tarafindan giizel bir yap: olarak kabul

gormistiir.*!

Buradan yola ¢ikarak bununla birlikte, 6nceden Yalak Ova (Yalova) bolgesinde®? bulunan

% Simsar, 1940: Ayrica bkz. Muhammed Ahmed Simsar: Oriental Manuscripts of the John Frederick
Lewis Collection — 1937. Baltimore, Maryland (J. M. Furst Company), 1937.

Not: Referans olarak kullandiginda bile i¢indeki bilgilerden tam olarak yararlanilmamistir.
Bosnali alim Hazim Sabanovi¢'in Hersekzide Ahmed iizerine yapugi calismalart 6rnek olarak
verebiliriz. Onun tespitleri, Sabanovi¢, 1971: s. 342°de, Hersekzdde Ahmed’in Hiima4 isimli
tek bir kizi oldugu seklinde gegmektedir. Kaynakcada Simsar’in alismasina yer verse de, 1511
vakfiyesinde ti¢ kizindan daha bahsedildigini gozden kagirmistir: 1) Mahdim—zade; 2) Kamer—
sah; ve, 3) ‘Ayni-sih.

6 Simsar, 1940: s. 56.

' Simsar, 1940: s. 62.

Aralik 1511 tarihli vakfiyenin aufta bulundugu Ras Kéyi'nde bulunan “bir cami yaptigr”
[Simsar, 1940: s. 62-63], ve Dil Kdyi'nde “bagka bir cami ve imaret yaptigi” [Simsar, 1940: s.
62-65] bunu agik¢a gdstermektedir. Bu o zamanin genel uygulamasidir, yani, biri ilk bagta hayir
isini yapip sonrasinda faaliyet ve bakim masraflarini kargilamak icin bir vakif kurar. Makedonya
kasabasi Kavalada benzer bir 6rnek icin, bkz. Heath W. Lowry—Ismail E. Eriinsal: Aslna
Diniis: Misir Valisi Mehmed Ali Pasa'nin Kavala Kasabas: ile Baglar: (Mimari Eserler, Kitabeler ve
Belgeler)]. Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlart), 2011. s. x + 274 + 96 Resim + 5 Ek].
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Dil Kéyi'nde inga ettigi ikinci cami (Mescid—i Serife) ve imaretin de, gelirlerin giderleri
kargilamasint saglamak icin kaleme aldigt vakfiyeden daha énce yapildigini bilmekteyiz.
Buna ragmen iki camide de tarihli kitabelerin bulunmayigt, yapim tarihlerini kesin olarak

saptamay1 imkansiz hale getirmektedir.®®

Vakfiyenin yazilis tarzindan anladigimiz Gizere, Aralik 1511'de kaleme alindiginda
Hersekzade Ahmed Kesan'daki Ris Kéyirnde ikamet etmekteydi. Bu bilgiyi, Tablo IV'de
bulunan ve farkli zamanlarda imparatorlugun idaresinde st diizey bircok gorev yapugt
meslek hayatiyla yan yana koydugumuzda, vakfiyesini veziriazam olarak gorev yaptig
tigtincii dénemin sonaerdigi21 Eyliil 1511 tarihinin ardindan kaleme aldigini séyleyebiliriz.
Ayni tarihte, Istanbul'daki konagi babasi Sultan II. Bayezid’e (Hersekzade’'nin efendisi ve
kayinpederi) karst iktidar miicadelesinde olan Sehzade Yavuz Selim’i destekleyen bir grup
yeniceri tarafindan saldiriya ugrayip yagmalanmisur. Hersekzide Ahmed tam anlamiyla
hayatint korumak icin kagmustir. Bu olay1 takiben Kesdn'da 6zel miilkii olarak bulunan Ris
Kéyine kismen emekli olarak gittigini kolaylikla tahmin edebiliriz. Zevk icin ciftcilikle
ugrasarak gecirdigi hayati, vakfiyeyi kaleme aldiktan sonra bir sene bile gegmeden, Kasim
1512’nin sonlarinda Yavuz Sultan Selim tarafindan dérdiincii kez veziriazam olmast i¢in

geri ¢agirilmastyla son bulmustur.

Riis Koyii ve Kesan Kasabasi

Ahmed Paga nin vakfiyesinin merak uyandiran yonlerinden biri de, erken 16. yiizyilda Kesan
kasabasi/kazasi/bolgesi olarak atfta bulunulan yerle ona tabi olan Ras kéyii arasindaki
fiziksel iligkinin ne boyutta oldugudur.® Bu soruya cevap ararken karsimiza ¢ikan igsel
problemler bugiin Kesn’in niifusunun 55.000 kisi olmasiyla daha da artmaktadir.®® Bu
niifus 16. yiizyildaki yerlesimle kiyaslayinca yanindan bile ge¢memektedir. Gergekeen
de, tek referans noktamiz caminin ta kendisidir, Osmanlrda genel uygulandigr seklini

diistiniirsek, Ras Kyi'niin merkezinde insa edilmis olmalidir.

63

Rés/Kesan camisi i¢in, bkz. Semavi Eyice: “Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa Camii,” Tiirkiye Diyanet
Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 17 (Istanbul, 1998), s. 237-238 [Bundan sonra: Eyice, 1998];
Dilde bulunan cami ve tiirbe icin, bkz. Semavi Eyice: “Hersekzide Ahmed Paga Camii ve
Tiirbesi,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, Cile 17 (Istanbul, 1998), s. 238-239. Bu iki
yer icin de bkz. Yiiksel, 1983:s. 311—.

o4 Simsar, 1940: s. 62.

¢ Kesan ilgesinin yerel tarihi i¢in: Hilmi Dinger’in Kesdn Tarihi. Corlu (Cem Matbaacilik),

ND ve ayni yazardan: Kesin ve Meyhane Kiiltiirii. 3. Baski. Corlu (Cem Matbaacilik), 2008.
Giineydoguda Kesan ilgesiyle sinirlari olan Evros/Meri¢ Nehri vadisi iizerine yakin zamanda
yapilmus 6nemli bir ¢alisma icin bkz. Robert Ousterhout—Charalambos Bakirtzis: 7he Byzantine
Monuments of the Evros/Meri¢ River Valley. Thessaloniki (European Center for Byzantine and
Post—Byzantine Monuments), 2007.
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1519da, yani Yavuz Sultan Selim’in saltanatinda, Ahmed Pasa Rls’ta camiini yaptiktan tam
on sene ve dliimiinden iki sene sonra kaleme alinmis bir Gelibolu Tahrir Defterinde Kesan
isminde bir kasabadan bahsedilmeyip, sadece bir kazanin ismi olarak gecip (Kazd—i Kegin),
Kazd—i Gelibolu ve Kazd—i Migalkara’ nin (bugiin: Malkara) arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu tig
kaza, Ege'deki Limni (Limnos), Semdirek (Semadirek), Imroz (Gékgeada) ve Tagyoz (Tasoz)
adalariyla birlikte Gelibolu Sancagini (Livd—i Gelibolu) olusturmakraydi.®®  Gelibolu,
Osmanli donanmasinin ilk limant olup, gelirlerinin ¢ogu gelencksel olarak Hersekzade

Ahmed’in de ii¢ kere bulundugu kaptaniderya makamina has olarak ayrilmaktayd.

15. ve 16. ylizyildan giniimiize kadar gelen tahrir defterlerinin (vergi kayitlar1) dikkatli bir
incelemesi, bélgenin idari konumunun siirekli degismekte oldugunu tasdik etmektedir.
14741475 tarihli mevcut en eski defterde,” Gelibolu Sancaginin kazalari arasinda
Kesan'in ismi ge¢memektedir. Dahasi, sancagi alti nahiyeye (kazanin alt boliimii)
ayrilmaktadir: Abri, Harala, Ece Ovasi, ‘Aliyitd—din/Kari—yaya, Evresil ve Migalkara.

Yukarida 1519 defterinde de belirtildigi gibi, Livi—i Gelibolu ti¢ kazadan olusmakeadir;
Gelibolu, Migalkara ve Kesan. Bunlarin da sirayla sekiz nahiye kapsadigi gosterilmistir:
Ece Ovast, Abri, Harala, Evresil, Kari—yaya, Migalkara, Cinbi ve Kesan.*

Halihazirda bulanik olan durumu daha da karmagik hile getirmek tizere, Kanuni Sultan
Siileyman’in (1520-1566) saltanatindan kalma son kismi eksik ve tarihi belirtilmemis bir
defter, Gelibolu Sancagr'nin ii¢ kaza kapsadigini (Gelibolu, Migalkara ve Limnos), bunlarin
da sirastyla Evresil, Ece Ovast ve Bolayir olarak ti¢ nahiyeye ayrildigini gostermekeedir.® Bu
defterdeki eksik kisimda Kesan'la ilgili bir bilgi bulunmadigini kesin olarak séyleyemesek
de, kaza olarak gegmemesi, artik bu statiiye sahip olmadigi fikrini vermektedir. Bu izlenim,

ileri bir tarihe ait iki defter tarafindan da teyit edilmektedir.

1569-1570°e ait tahrir defterinde, Gelibolu Sancagrnin iki kazasi olup (Gelibolu ve
Migalkara), sirastyla on bir nahiyeye (Evresil, Migalkara, Harala, Abri, Kesin, 1psala,

Ferecik, Giimiilcine, Ece—4bad, Kari—yaya ve Bolayir) ayrildigi gosterilmektedir.”

¢ T.C. Basbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigti: 75 Numarals Gelibolu Livis: Mufasssal
Tahrir Defteri (925/1519). 2 Cilt, Ankara, 2009 [Bundan sonra: Tahrir No: 75, 2009].

¢ Basbakanlik Arsivi: Tapu—Tahrir Defter No. 12; Tarih: 879 (1474-1475).
% Tahrir No: 75, 2009: s. 7-8.

®  Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Tapu-Tahrir Defter No. 434; Tarih: Belirtiimemis. Girisinde Kanuni
Siileyman’in tugrasi olmasindan yola ¢ikarak, 1520 ve 1566 arasinda kaleme alindigin:
bilmekeeyiz.

70 Basbakanlik Arsivi: Tapu~Tahrir Defter No. 490; Tarih: 977 (1569-1570).
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Son olarak, 1600-1601 defterinde, Gelibolu Sancagrnin alt nahiye (kazalardan
bahsedilmiyor) kapsadigt gosterilmistir: Evrege [yani: Evresil], Harala, Abri, Kesin, Ipsala

ve Giimiilcine.”!

Dikkat cekici bir gekilde, Kesan diye bir kasabadan bahsedilmemesinin yani sira, bu
tahrir defterlerinin hicbiri Rs Kéyir'nden de soz etmemektedir. Bu boglugun nedeni:
a) 16. yiizyilda Kegan diye bir kasabanin var olmamasi; b) Ras koyii 1511 vakfiyesinde
devredilmis olsa da, geliri bagislayan kisi, Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa’nin yasadigi siirece
kullanimi i¢in tahsis edilmisti, yani, vergiye tabi degildi ve boyle diger yerlerin de oldugu
gibi vergi kayitlarinda yer almamaktaydi.”

Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi, 16. yiizyildaki Ras Kéyi'niin tam yerini Ahmed Paga’nin
camisini (hla ayakta duran) inga ettigi ve zirvesi oldugunu tahmin ettigimiz yerden yola
ctkarak nispeten daha kolay saptayabiliriz. Boylece, 16. yiizyil Rts Kéyir'niin isminin ileri
bir tarihte degisip, bundan béyle icinde bulundugu kaza/nahiyenin ismi olan Kesan olarak

bilindigi sonucuna ulasmaktan baska bir secenegimiz kalmamaktadir.

Kesin'in tam olarak ne zaman Ras'un yerine kullanilmaya bagladigs belli degildir.
Istanbul Bagbakanlik Arsivi'nde bulunan 25 Nisan 1732 gibi geg bir tarihli bir belgede
bile, Hersekzdde Ahmed Paganin Kesin kazasina bagli Ras Koyirnde bulunan vakfina
atifta bulunulmaktadir.”® Ayni koleksiyonda bulunan 1 Nisan 1900 tarihli ikinci bir belge
ise, Kesan kasabasinda Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa'nin vakfina ait Ras Kéyirnde kurulan
bir pazar yerinden bahsetmektedir.” Boylece 20. yiizyilin bagt gibi ge¢ bir tarihte bile
Kesan kasabasinin bir mahallesi veya bir boliimiintin hild Ras Koyt olarak bilindigi

goriilmekeedir.

Bu nedenle, Simsar'in, yetmis sene 6nce, Ahmed Pasanin camisini yapugr Kesan ve
Rés Koyinii tek ve ayni yer olarak kabul edip, Yer Dizini'ne: “su anda Kesin olarak
adlandirilan Riis Koyii”” yazmakta hakli oldugunu gériiyoruz. Koyiin ne zaman kasabanin

icinde kaybolduguna dair ise ileriye bir fikir siirmemistir.

7t Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Tapu—Tahrir Defter No. 724; Tarih: 1009 (1600-1601).

72 Not: Isminin Ahmed Paga’nin vakfina tahsis ettigi bir vakif koyii olarak yer almamast gergeginden

yola cikarak, 1519 gibi geg bir tarihte bile miilkiyetin yasal aktarmast bitmemisti.

73 Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya No: 521; Gomlek No: 26314;
Tarih: 29 S [Sevval] 1144 (25 Nisan 1732).

74 Bagbakanlik Arsivi: Fon Kodu: DH.MKT = Dahiliye Nezareti Mektubi Kalemi: Dosya No:
2326; Gomlek No: 70; Tarih: 30 Z [Zilhicce] 1317 (1 Nisan 1990).

7> Simsar, 1940: s. 197. Simsar'in eserindeki bagka bir béliimden [s. 183, dipnot 5 ve 6] yola
cikarak eserini yazarken Kesan'i ziyaret etme sansini bulamadigini séyleyebiliriz. Kasabanin bir
yerlisi olan ve ona Kesan ile Ras'un tek ve ayni yer oldugunu bildiren Mahmud Kemal Tuna’ya
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Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatnimesi: Kesan Tarihi I¢in Degeri

Genellikle, Osmanli diyarindaki kasabalar hakkinda bilgi ararken bagvurulan ilk
kaynak, meshur 17. yiizyil Osmanli seyyahi Evliya Celebinin Seyahatnimesidir.
Fiilen imparatorlugun her késesini gezmekle kalmayip, sehirlerinin ve kasabalarinin
hakkindaki on ciltlik eseriyle cogu kez tek bilgi kaynagimiz olmustur. Ne yazik ki, konu
Kesan oldugunda, sagladig: bilgiler genelde hatali olup, ayni zamanda teferruattan da
yoksundur.”

Tarifindeki bir¢ok hatali bilginin arasinda, Kesdn'in 1500 yilinda Sultan II. Bayezid ve
Veziriazam Gedik Ahmed Pasa tarafindan, Morada bulunan Koron’a dogru giderlerken
Cenevizlilerden fethedilmesi bulunmaktadir.”” Bu bilgi, eger dogruysa, tarihi bir ilk
olacakur, ¢iinkii ismini verdigi Gedik Ahmed Pasa bahsedilenden on sekiz yil once, yani
1482 yilinda, Sultan II. Bayezid tarafindan idam edilmistir.

Gergekte, Asikpasizade’nin 15. yiizyilin sonlarinda yazilmis eserinden bildigimiz iizere
Evliya, Kesan Kalesi'nin fethinin zaman1 hakkinda ytiz elli yil kadar bir hataya diigmustiir,
cinkii Kegan, Haci/Gazi Evrenos'un fethettigi 1360 yilindan beri Osmanli topragidir.”®
Asikpasizade, 1360—1361'de yasanan olaylari sdyle betimlemistir:

atifta bulunmaktadir. Bu bakimdan, Simsar sdyle yazmakeadir: “Bu bilgi, ricam iizerine kasabanin
yerlisi Mahmud Kemal Tuna tarafindan incelenmis ve giiniimiiz Kesaninin resmi kayitlarinda da
dogrulanmugtrr.” Kitabinin 6nsbziinde, Simsar, Istanbuldan Kenan Inal’a da kendisine sagladig
fotograflar ve diger kaynaklar icin tesekkiir etmektedir [bkz. Simsar, 1940: Giris —s. v].

Evliya Celebi bin Dervis Mehemmed Zilli: Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi. V. Kitap [ Topkap: Saray:
Kiitiiphanesi Bagdat 308 Numaralt Yazmanin Transkripsiyonu — Dizini]. Hazirlayanlar: Yiicel
Dagli, Seyit Ali Kahraman ve Ibrahim Sezgin. Istanbul (Yapt Kredi Yayinlart), 2001 [Bundan
sonra: Evliya: Cilt V, 2001

77 Evliya: Cilt V, 2001: Varak 98a—98b “sene (——) tdrihinde Béayezid—i Veli Mora diyirinda Koron
kalast fethine giderken [98b] donanma—y: hitmayin ile Gedik Ahmed Pasa bu Kesin kalasin
muhdsara ediip ceng—i azim ederek kala—i Kesin sihib—i sin olup dhirii'l-emr yedi giinde cebren
ve kahren kala—i Kesin't kesin ber—kesin abilisin siiriiyerek Ciniviz elinden feth etdiler. Badehi
deriin—1 hisira Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasa'y: hikim nasb ediip amdr etdi” (“____ senesinde, [Sultan]
II. Bayezid, Gedik Ahmed Pasa ve Osmanli donanmasiyla beraber Moradaki Koron Kalesi’ni
fethe giderken, Kesdn Kalesi'ni yedi giin boyunca kusatp Cenevizlilerin elinden fethederler.
Sonrasinda, Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasa yéneticisi olup kalenin icine yerlesmistir”). Gedik Ahmed
Paganin 1501°de, yani oliimiinden uzun siire sonra, gerceklesen vakalarda bulundugu diger
drnekler icin bkz. Evliya: Cilt V, 2001: V352b (Galata Kalesi'nin fethi); V353b (Julad Kalesi'nin
fethi); V353b (Kardik Kalesi’'nin fethi); 356b (Depedelen Kalesi'nin fethi); ve V357a (Iskirapar
Kalesi’nin fethi).

78 [Nihal] Atsiz: Aszk Pasaoglu Taribi. Istanbul (Milli Egitim Bakanhgl Yayinlar1), 1992. [44. Bab]
s. 50 [Bundan sonra: Atsiz, 1992]. Evrenos Gazi'nin fetihleri icin, Ayrica bkz. Heath W. Lowry:
Osmanly Dineminde Balkanlarin Sekillenmesi, 1350—1550: Kuzey Yunanistan'n Fethi, Iskin: ve
Altyap: Gelismesi. Istanbul (Bahgesehir Universitesi Yayinlar), 2009. s. 16-64.
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Hact llbegi sarp Dimetoka hisarini fethetti. Beri yandan Gazi Evreniiz
dahi Kesin hisarin almusts. Ipsalayr diviip dururdu. Miisliimanlar
seving igindeydiler.”

[Hact Ilbegi ulasilmast zor olan Dimetoka hisarini fethetti. Nehrin
diger tarafindan Gazi Evrenos Kesin kalesini fethetti. Ayrica

Ipsala’yt da aldi. Miisliimanlar seving igindeydiler]

Asikpasizade nin sahitligi olmadan, mantik kullanarak Trakya'nin kalbinde bulunan Kesin
gibi kiigiik bir kalenin, Istanbul'un fethinden itibaren yarim yiizyil boyunca kudretli
Osmanli ordularma kargi direnemeyecegini tahmin edebiliriz. Eserinin tiim degerine
kargin, Evliya Celebi’'nin tarih anlayist oldukea zayifuir. Ozellikle fetihleri ve abideleri agik
bir sekilde onun saltanatindan 6nce gelmesine ragmen, Sultan II. Bayezid’e atfetmek gibi

bir egilimi bulunmaktadir.®

Kasabanin tarihine dair bilgi eksikliginden daha rahatsiz edici olan ise, icinde bulunan
yapilar hakkinda da hicbir bilgi vermemesidir. Genellikle, ziyaret ettigi tiim kasabalardaki
her bir ¢esit yapinin tam sayisini verirken (isimleriyle beraber), Kesin 6rneginde birgok
bos satir birakmustir.

Evliya Celebi sdyle yazmaktadir:
1) Toplam mahalle;

2) ve toplam kiremit ortiilii tahténi ve fevkini bag u bageeli
hinedinlardir (bag bahgeli iki katli kiremit evler);

3) ve toplam ammd ciimleden sitk—1 sultini i¢re Hersek oglu
Ahmed Paga cami’i riigen bind—y1 zibidir (adet mihrab, agik farkla en
giizeli Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasa tarafindan yapilan ve pazaryerinin

ortasinda olan camidir);

4) ve toplam aded mescit;

7 Atsiz, 1992: 5. 50.

80

14. yiizyila ait abide ve olaylar1 15. yiizyilin sonuna yiikledigi diger drnekler i¢in, bkz. Heath W.
Lowry: “An Unknown Fourteenth Century Sultinic Mosque in the Macedonian City of Drama:
The Yildirim Bayezid Camii” in H. Hartmuth —A. Dilsiz (Hazirlayanlar): Monuments, Patrons,
Contexts: Papers on Ottoman Europe Presented to Machiel Kiel. Leiden (Nederlands Institut
voor het Nabije Oosten), 2010. s. 15-27 [Bundan sonra: Lowry, 2010b] ve Heath W. Lowry:
“Architectural Monuments as a Source for the Dating of 14* Century Ottoman Conquests
in the Balkans: The Case Study of Vera/Bera/Pherai/Feres [Osmanlica: Ferecik/Fire/Fereciik],”
Journal of Turkish Studies, Cilt 32, No. 1 (2008), s. 339-346.
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5) ve toplam aded tekye—i dervisan (dervis tekkesi);

aded hamméam—1 risenidir (giizel hamamlar);

6) ve toplam

7) ve toplam aded hin—1 tiiccarindir (tiiccar hani);

8) ve bunlarin yaninda toplam ve ciimle aded diikkin—:

bezzazistandyr (bezistan).®!

Bu gostermekeedir ki, eger Kesan'1 ziyaret ettiyse bile, Evliya gordiikleri hakkinda etraflica
notlar almayr ihmal etmis ve tarifindeki bos kisimlari ileri bir zamanda doldurmay:
diistinmiistiir. Ne yazik ki, bunu yapma sansini bulamadan 6nce vefat etmistir. Kesin bu
bakimdan benzersiz olmasa da, Evliya Celebi tarafindan tedarik edilmeyen her teferruat,

tarifinden yararlanmay imkénsiz héle getirmektedir.

Keza, sira Kesan kasabasiyla Ras Koyt arasindaki baglantiya geldiginde de, beklenenden
cok daha az bilgi vermektedir. Yukarida belirtildigi gibi, ismini verdigi tek yapt Ahmed
Pasa'nin camisidir: “acik farkla en giizeli Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasa tarafindan yapilan ve
pazaryerinin ortasinda olan camidir” (amma ciimleden sik—1 sultini icre Hersek oglu Ahmed
Paga cami'i rigen bind—y: zibidir),** manukl olarak bu bilgiden caminin kasaba/kéyiin

ortasinda oldugunu ¢ikarabiliriz.

Buna ragmen, ‘Sanli sahibinin KesAndaki kalesinin tasviri’ (Evsdf~z kal'a—i Kesin sihib—i
sén) isimli ayr1 bir kisimda, Evliya soyle yazmaktadir: “sonra, Hersekoglu Ahmed yoneticisi
oldu ve kalenin icine yerlesti” (Badehii deriin—i hisira Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasa'yr hikim
nasb ediip amar etds).®

Sonrasinda devam etmektedir: “kale kare seklindedir, fakat harabe durumundadir, yine de
Ras Koyt diye adlandirilir” (kalas: sekl—i murabba dan tilinice imis, amma hardb abiddsr,

lakin ismine Ris Koyii derler).

81 Evliya: Cilt, V., 2001: Varak 98b. “Ve ciimle | __| mahalle ve ciimle |__] aded kiremit ortiilii
tahtini ve fevkini bag u bageeli hinedinlardir ve ciimle [____| aded mibribdir amma ciimleden
stik—1 sultini icre Hersek oglu Ahmed Pasa ciami'i rigen bind—y zibadir [3—4 saur bosluk]. Ve
ciimle [____] aded mesicidlerdir [3—4 satir bosluk]. Ve ciimle | aded tekye—i dervisindir [3—4
satir bosluk]. Ve ciimle |___] aded hammam—: rigenddir. [3—4 satr bosluk] Ve ciimle [____]
aded hin—i tiiccirindr. [3—4 satur bosluk] Ve ciimle [____] aded diikkin—1 bezzizistindir [3—4
satir bosluk] Ve ayin—s kibérdan Mehemmed Aga ve Ca'fer Aga ve Ismd ‘il Aga ve [ ]
[ [ 1 [ I ][ [ I ][ 1. Ve memdihitindan 4b (u] havisimin
letifetinden mahbiib u mahbiibesi ve Rivm keratseleri cokdur [2.5 satr bosluk] Tetimme—i evsif-1
kiilliyiat—1 sehr—i Kesan: Zemini [____ ] [____]| viki®olup kalasi sekl—i murabbadan tilinice imis,
ammé harib abadd, likin ismine Riis Koyii derler.” [3—4 satr bogluk].

82 Evliya: Cilt V., 2001: Varak 98b.

8 Evliya: Cilt V., 2001: Varak 98b.

8 Evliya: Cilc V., 2001: Varak 98b.
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Onceki alimler bu bilgiye itibar gosterip Ahmed Pasa Camisi'nin kalenin sinirlari iginde
oldugu sonucunavarsalar da, mantik baska tiirlii séylemektedir. Ahmed Pasa’nin Kesan'daki
camisini ziyaret eden herkesin farkina varabilecegi iizere, doruk noktasina (tiim ortagag
kalelerinin yeri olan) yapilmamus, dahasi hicbir Bizans kalesinin bulunmayacag: alcak
bir noktaya insa edilmigtir. Daha da 6nemlisi, Kegan Kalesi bugiin caminin merkezinde
bulundugu Kegin kasabasinin yakininda bile bulunmamaktadir. Dért kilometre giineyde
olup, (tahmin edilebilecegi iizere) bolgedeki en yiiksek tepenin iistiindedir. Bugiin
bu tepe bélgenin televizyon kulelerine ev sahipligi yapmaktadir [Resim 8]. Kisacas,
ortagag surlarinin da kanitladigy tizere, Evliya'nin Kal'a—i Kegdn (Kesan Kalesi) diye atfta

bulundugu yer ile Rts Kdyii, yani bugiiniin Kesan's, farkli yerlerdir [Resim 9].

Resim 8: Kesan'daki Ortacag Kalesi'nin Yeri

% Ornek olarak, bkz. Eyice, 1998: 5. 237-238. Eyice soyle yazmustir: “1511 tarihli vakfiyesinde ad
gecen Riis (Ros) koyiindeki mescidin burast oldugu kabul edilmektedir. Evliya Celebinin ifadesinden
anlagildigina gore Ris, Kesan'in kalesidir” Benzer sekilde, Yiiksel, 1983: s. 311 sdyle yazmaktadir:
“Bu vakfiyede ‘Riis’ veya ‘Ros’ adryla gecen kiy Kesan'in kalesidir.”

8 Not: Kirmiz1 'ok' caminin tahmini yerini géstermektedir.
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Bu olgunun gésterdigi tizere, 14 ve 15. ylizyillda Dogu Balkanlarda ¢ogu yerde oldugu gibi,
Osmanlilarin kale sinirlari i¢inde (yukarida soylendigi gibi Riis Kéyinden belli bir mesafe
uzakta olan) yasamay1 kabul etmediklerini, bunun yerine yeni bir ¢evre, Riis Kéyti'nii
(zaman iginde bugtiniin Kesin kasabasina doniisecek olan) yaratuklarini gormekteyiz.
Bu tam olarak da yakinda bulunan Trakya kasabalart Dimetoka ve Giimiilcine ile dogu
Makedonya sehirleri Drama ve Serezde gordiigiimiiz modeldir. Bunlarin hepsi fetihlerden
sonra inga edilen biiyiik camilere ev sahipligi yapmis ve 6nceden bulunan Bizans surlarinin
sintrlarinin - digtna  yerlestirilmigti. Bu camiler tamamlanir tamamlanmaz, etrafinda

yiikselen yeni Osmanli yerlesimlerinin merkezi olmuglardir.®”

Bu durumda Evliya Celebi'nin verdigi yanls bilgiyi nasil agiklayabiliriz? Olas1 bir izah Ris
Koyirne hig ayak basmadigidir, muhtemelen Geliboludan Ipsala’ya dogru giden yoldan
gecerken Hersekzide Ahmed Camiinin heybetli kubbesini gérmiis, yani aynen bugiin

otoyoldan arabaya giderken oldugu gibi uzaktan géziine ilismistir [Resim 10].

Hersekziade Ahmed’in Kurdugu Vakif igin Verilen Miilkleri

Vakfiyenin yaziligina bakarak kesin olarak bildigimiz, Hersekzdde Ahmed’in Ras isimli
bir kéye sahip oldugu, 1511°de vakfiyesini yazarken orada yasadigidir. Kalinulart Kesin'a,
yani camisini inga etmeye karar verdigi Rts Kéyii'ne tepeden bakan Ortagag Bizans kalesi

Kissos veya Kisson’a biraz uzakta bulunmakradir.
Ris Kéyii'niin kendisi icin vakfiye sunlart beyan etmekeedir:

Bundan sonra, yukarida bahsedilen zatidlileri kendisi merhametli-
lerin en merhametlisinin yanina go¢ edince, su an kendisinin sa-
hip oldugu Ras Kéyiniin gelirinin kendine ait diger miraslari da
dahil edilerek sézii gecen harcamalar icin kullanilmasini taahhiit

etmektedir.®®

Bagist yapan kisinin sozii dliimiinden sonra gerceklestigine gore, Ris Koyirniin geliri
(yasarken kendisi i¢in ayrilan), Kesan'in Ras Kéyir'nde ve Yalak Ova'nin (Yalova) Dil
Kéyi'nde kurduklarini muhafaza etmek icin benzer sekilde vakfa eklenmistir. 1519 Tahrir
Defterinde Rés Kéyt'niin vergilerinin vakfin varliklarinin yanina yazilmamasindan yola
¢tkarak, oliimiiniin gerceklestigi Temmuz 1517'den 1519’a kadarki siirede (defter kaleme

alindiginda), kdyiin gelirinin vakfa aktariminin tamamlanmadigt sonucuna varabiliriz.

8 Bkz. yeni ¢ikacak calismam: “The Rise of the Ottoman State, 1302-1517,” in Metin Heper —
Sabri Sayar1 (Hazirlayanlar): Routledge Handbook of Modern Turkey. London (Routledge), 2012
yazinda yayimlanmasi planlaniyor ve Lowry, 2010b: s. 15-27.

8 Simsar, 1940: s. 132.
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Sebebi agiklanmast daha zor olan sey ise, 1519 Tahrir Defteri, Ahmed Pasa'nin vakfina ait
miilklere dair bir kisim ierirken, burada isimlendirilen Kesan koyleriyle, 1511 vakfiyesinde

bildirilen miras: arasinda tutarsizliklar bulunmaktadir [Tablo V].#

Tablo V’te goriilecegi lizere, listedeki Kesdn kazasina baglt (tabil Kegin), ve 1511°de
Hersekzade Ahmed tarafindan vakfina devredilen kéylerden birkaci, 6rnegin, Arnavud
Ciftligi, Kuralar, Sagirlar ve Sikullu, 1519 Tahrir Defterinde vakfina ait miilkler listesinde
kayitli olarak gdziikmemektedir. Bu garip durumun agiklanmasi zordur, ¢iinkii 16. yiizyil
Osmanli biirokrasisi imkan dahilindeki tiim gelir kaynaklarint kaydetme konusunda son

derece becerikliydi.

flaveten, 1519 Gelibolu Tahrir Defterinde var olan iig koy, Kalamig, Kizilca (Dursun
olarak da bilinmektedir), Giindiizler, Hersekzdde Ahmed’in 1511de vasiyet ettigi miilkler
arasinda bulunmamaktadir. Bu tutarsizligin nedenini agiklamak daha kolaydir, ¢iinkii
vakfiyenin ilk kaleme alindig1 tarih olan Aralik 1511 ile vefat ettigi tarih olan 21 Temmuz

1517 arasindaki zamanda ek olarak vasiyet ettigi yerler olabilir.

Akla gelen diger bir muhtemel aciklama ise Kuralar, Sagirlar ve Sikullu kéylerinin (1511
vakfiyesinde bulunan), 1519 Gelibolu tahrir defterinde Kalamig, Kizilca (Dursun olarak

da bilinmektedir) ve Giindiizler olarak farkli isimlerde listelenmis olmasidir.

Koylerin boyutunun tam olarak ne oldugu ve ne kadar gelir sagladiklarina gelince, bu
konuda elimizdeki tek kanit 1519 Gelibolu tahrir defteridir [Tablo VI]. Onceden
bahsettigimiz tizere Hersckzide Ahmed’in vakfina vasiyet ettigi toplam sadece bes kdyden
soz etmektedir. Buna ragmen, her birinin 8dedigi vergiyi ve her yerlesim yerindeki hane

sayisint tedarik etmekeedir.

8 Not: 1519 tahrir defterinde listelenen tiim isimlerin Tiirkge oldugunu disiiniirsek, ¢ok azinin

bugiine ulagmasinin anlagilmas: giigtiir. Bugiin Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’ndeki ky isimleri iistiine
yazilmig mevcut kaynaklar incelenince, 1519 tahrir defterindeki koy isimlerinin kaybolmasinin
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin ilk yillarindaki ‘yeniden isim verme’ ile alakast olmadig1 anlagilmaktadir.
Aksine, Osmanli Devleti doneminde gergeklesmistir. Bkz. (basim sirasiyla): 1) T.C. Dabhiliye
Vekaleti: Koylerimizin Adlars. Ankara, 1928; 2) T.C. Igisleri Bakanligs Iller Idaresi Genel
Miidiirliigii: Ziirkiyede Meskiin Yerler Kilavuzu. 2 Cilt, Ankara, 1946; 3) T.C. Icisleri Bakanlig
[ller Idaresi Genel Midirliigii: Miilki Idare Talimatina Gore En Son Tesbir Edilen Adlar: lle
Koylerimize Ait Biiltenler. Cilt 1. (A-]). Ankara, 1963; 4) T.C. Igisleri Bakanlig Iller Idaresi Genel
Mudiirltigii: Koylerimiz (1 Mart 1968 giiniine kadar). Ankara (Basbakanlik Basimevi), 1968; 5)
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti: Cumburiyetin 50. Yilinda Edirne — 1973 Il Yilligr. Ankara, 1973; 6) T.C.
Icisleri Bakanlig1 Iller Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii: Tiirkiye Miilki Idare Boliimleri — Belediyeler/
Koyler. Seri 11, Say1 5. Ankara, 1 Agustos 1977; 7) T.C. Igisleri Bakanlig: Iller Idaresi Genel
Midiirligii: Turkzye Miilki Idare Boliimleri — Belediyeler/Koyler. Genel Yayin No. 408, Seri 111,
Say1 4. Ankara, 1 Kasim 1985.
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Tablo V: 1511 Vakfiyesinde Yazildigs Sekliyle Ahmed Paga’nin Vakfina Vasiyet Ettigi
Kesin Bolge Koyleri ile Vakfa Ait Bu Kéylerin 1519 Tahrir Defterindeki Listesi

.t 1511 1519 Tahrir g
Koy Ismi Yer Vakfiyesi Defteri Bugiinkii yer Kaynak
Karye—i Kalamig .
Karye—i 14bi’t 3 [Vakf~: merhum B Ta};(;f)j?i
Kalami¢ Cinbi Ahmed Pasa bin =
s. 519
Hersek]
Karye—i Kizilca
Karye—i Kizilca ) o nam—i diger Tahrir #75,
7 t4bi’s &
nam—i diger Kesa - Dursun [ Vakf~ - 2009:
Dursun csan merhum Ahmed s. 519
Pasa bin Hersek]
Tahrir #75,
Karye—i t4bi’ Kayacik Iﬁl/fz}/;: Eﬁ}rlligik YDulrclﬁrr;lcs)t;?}?; 52 05%%
Kayactk Kesan Ky Pasa bin Hersek] [Yn. Kiriaki] | Simsar, 1940:
s. 6667
Tahrir #75,
Karye—i t4bi’ Yapildak ][(tll/g:’f_lz Xzﬁ;ﬁi{k chi§lzlr1nl:trle6 sz 05%91
Yapildak Kegin Kayii Pasa bin Hersek] giineyinde Simsar, 1940:
s. 66-67
@ X , a7 o Yapildak'in Kesan'in 16 Tahrir #75, @
arye—i t4bi’i 3 yanindadir Kilometre 2009
Giindiizler Kesan (Yapildak ile bir- iinevinde Js 521’
birine mutassildir) guney :
Arnavud t4bi’ Riis | Arnavud _ Bugiin: Simsar, 1940:
Ciftlig Koyii Ciftligi Kesan s. 667
Karye—i t4bi’t Kuralar Simsar, 1940:
Kuralar Kesan Kayii - s. 667
Yunanistan'da
Karye—i tabi’ Sagirlar 3 éﬁlexani‘ Simsar, 1940:
Sagirlar Kesan Koyii (1;:52 %alg s. 667
[Simdi:Plaka]
o tabi’ Sikullu Kesan'a bagli | Simsar, 1940:
Karyei Sikulli | 13 Kayii - Sigilli 5. 667
. Yunanistan:
o7 o . [Not: Dimetokada . . .
Karye—i Balilu .Méll Ba.l.llfl olmast nedeniyle Melia Simsar, 1940:
Dimetoka Koyii . A [Onceden: 5. 72-3
listelenmemistir] .
Ballikéy]
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Tablo VI'da goriinen bes kdyii Hersekzade Ahmed’in vakfina birakugi tiim yerlesimlerin

ortalama boyutu olarak kabul edersek, Ras Kéyii de dahil hepsinin, 16. yiizyil Osmanl

standartlarina gdre bile kiiciik oldugu, yani, ortalama niifusun 100°den az oldugu agikuur.

Tek istisna, niifusu 170 olmasina ragmen yine de ¢agin standartlarina gore kiigtik bir

yerlesim yeri olan Kayacik Kéytidiir.

Tablo VI: 1519 Gelibolu Tahrir Defteri’nde Merhum Hersekzide Ahmed Paga’nin
Evkafina Ait Kéylerin Listesi

Koyiin ismi

Hane olarak verilmis niifus say1s

Yillik
Gelir

Kaynak

Karye—i Kalami¢
1dbi’t Cinbi

Huristiyan: Haneler: 19
Huristiyan: Miicerredler (Bekarlar): 2
[Tahmini Niifus]: 97*

4.339 akge

Tahrir #75, 2009:
s. 519-520

Karye—i Kiztlca
nam—i diger Dursun
t4bi’t Kesén

Mehmed son of ‘Ali — imam
Miisliimanlar: Hane: 15
Miisliimanlar: Miicerredler
(Bekarlar): 11
[Tahmini Niifus]: 86

3.757 akee

Tahrir #75, 2009:
s. 519-520

Karye—i Kayactk
t4bi’t Kesin

Yusuf oglu Mehmed — kethiida (kihya)
Mustafa — nev miisliman
(Islam’t yeni secmis)

Hasan — nev miisliman
(Islam’1 yeni segmis)
Miisliimanlar: Hane: 27
Muslims: Miicerredler (Bekarlar): 11
Miisliimanlar: Cem#at—i miiselleman
(yedek stivariler cemaati — i¢lerin-
den biri Hamza'dir — nev miisliman
(Islam’1 yeni segmis): 5
[Tahmini niifus]: 171

3.788 akee

Tahrir #75, 2009:
s. 520

Karye—i Yapildak
t4bi’t Kesén

Nasth oglu Mehmed Fakih — imam
Miisliimanlar: Hane: 18
Miisliimanlar: Miicerredler
(Bekarlar): 9
[Tahmini niifus]: 99

Tahrir #75, 2009:
s. 521

Karye—i Giindiizler
t4bi’t Kesdn

Veli Fakih oglu Tur Bali — imam
Miisliimanlar: Hane: 13
Miisliimanlar: Miicerredler
(Bekarlar): 3
[Tahmini Niifus]: 68

7.202 akee

Tahrir #75, 2009:
s. 521-522

TOPLAM:

Bes koyiin [tahmini Toplam niifusu]:

521

19,082
akge

* Not: Hanelerin sayisinin besle carpilip her miicerred (bekir) basina bir eklenmesiyle elde

edilmistir.
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Dahasi, Tirkee isimlerinin de isaret ettigi tizere, Kalami¢c K&yii (tam yeri tespit
edilememektedir) istisnastyla beraber, fiilen tiim sakinleri Miislimandir. Ismi Tirkce
olmayan tek istisnanin, yani Kalami¢ (Kalamitze) Koy’ niin sakinleri, tahmin edilebilecegi

tizere Ortodoks Huristiyanlardir.”®

Onaluna Yiizyil'daki Kaza—i Kegan

Cevap bekleyen bir diger soru ise, 16. ylizyilin basinda Kazi—i Kesdn’in sinirlarinin tam
olarak nereye dayandigidir? Bu soruyu cevaplamak icin 1519 Tahrir Defterinde gecen
Kesandaki tim yer isimlerinin incelemesini yapip bolgede bugiinkii kéy isimleriyle
karsilagtirmaliyiz. Tablo VII, Gelibolu Tahrir Defterinde #46:7 Kesin (Kesan'a bagli) olarak

kaydedilen biitiin koy isimlerinin d6ékiimii bulunmaktadir.

Harita I (s. 90) Kesan'a tabi olan ve bugiin tanimlanabilen koyleri listelemektedir.
Yerlesim yerinin hem 'eski' hemde 'yeni' isimleri yazilmistir. Tahmin edilebilecegi tizere
tanimlanabilen kéylerin ¢ogu kuzeyde Edirne'den giineydeki énemli Ege limanlari olan

Gelibolu ve Enez'e giden yolun iki tarafinda kurulmusgtur.

Son olarak, HersekzAde'nin tarih sahnesinde sadece bugiin Kesan sehri olarak bilinen yerde
degil de, tiim bolgede oynadigt rol, 1519 Tahrir Defterinde erbab—1 timar (timar sahipleri)
olarak gegen bireylere, yani gecimini Kazi—i Kesdn'1 olusturan niifusun yasadigs kdylerden

6denen vergilerden saglayanlara, bakilarak anlagilabilir.

Tablo VIII'de goriilecegi lizere, sayist ondan az olmayan Hersekzade'nin sahsi hizmetlileri
(Merdizm—i Abmed Paga bin Hersek), Subasi (Polis Sefi), Bostanc: (Muhafiz), Kapudan
(Donanma Komutani), Kethiida—i bevvabin (Kapicibasi) gibi unvanlara sahip olup, Kegin
Kazasi ve yaninda bulunan Harala, Ece Ovast ve Ibri bolgelerindeki en az otuz kéyden
gelir elde etmekteydiler. Timar sahiplerinin yillik ortalama gelirinin 1.500 akge oldugu bir
devirde, miikéfatlar: 5.000 ak¢eden baslayip 16.000 akceye kadar ¢ikmaktadir.

Kesan ve civarinin, liimiinden iki sene sonra bile hala bu biiyiik biirokratla beraber anilmasi
abart degildir. Yukarida belirtildigi iizere, bahsedilen yoneticilerin ¢ogu 1519 Gelibolu
Tahrir Defterinde, yani liimiinden iki sene sonra, su notla beraber hala bulunmaktadirlar:
Merdiim—i Abhmed Pasa bin Hersek (Hersek oglu Ahmed Paga'nin adamlari).

% Not: Tahrir No: 75, 2009: s. 519'da listesi verilen Kalami¢ Kyt sakinlerinin isimleri, bu kdyde
oturanlarin Slav Yunan karisimi bir kokenden geldiklerini gostermektedir. Ornegin, Kondopoli
oglu Koki, Dimitri oglu Moskopolo, Dimitri oglu Yorgi, Dimitri oglu Kosti, Nikola oglu Manol
— Eflak, Nikola oglu Todor, Nikola oglu Kali, Terkiminos oglu Kondologo, Yani oglu Yorgi, vs.
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Tablo VII: 1519 Gelibolu Tahrir Defteri’'nde Kegin’a Bagli Olan Kéylerin Listesi

1519°daki Koy Baglt - . o Sahibin I
Sayfa fsmi Oldugu Kimin Sahip Oldugu Unvant Bugiinkii Isim
" . ponrr s | timar—i Ali bin Bahadir
261 Karye—i Kebece | tibi’i Kesan ve Al bin Eflak Dogan
Karye—i Hamza—i | ) e Haricden dahi zird'at
284 Kiciik t4bi’t Kegan iderler
288 | Karye—i Tatarlar | tibi’i Kesin
288 Karye—i Abi tabi’i Kesan
Merdiim—i Kilicks
297 Karye—i Kilie 14bi’i Kesan | timar—i Kapudan ‘Ali Ahmed Pasa ey
bin Hersek [Kesin: Merkez]
) Akhoca
298 K‘W;’Aj;flf*i;”m 4t Kegin [Kesin:
oc Mecidiye]
Karye—i PR
299 Bagmakerlu 14bi’i Kesan
. Merdiim—i Kizkapan
Karye—i
300 Kizhaban t4bi’t Kegan | timar—i Pervane Subag: | Ahmed Pasa [Kesan:
“ bin Hersek Mecidiye]
Merdiim—i
@ 302 | Karye—i Musa Bey | tibiiKesan | timar—i Kasim Subas: Ahmed Pasa @
bin Hersek
Karye—i Kizilca —_ Al Merdiim—i
308 | Mihal nam—i diger | tibi’i Kesan tzmar—zszzzmzmd Al Ahmed Pasa [Ke I;??ﬁgelrtkez]
Kise Pasa Yigit i bin Hersek san:
Karye—i Kaba Merdii-—i
312 gﬂ -y 14bi’i Kesan | timar—i Kapudan ‘Ali Ahmed Pasa
hex bin Hersek
313 | Karye—i Yogurteu | tibi’i Kesin
315 | Mezraa—i Miirsel | t4bi’i Kesin
Karye—i Saru
315 | Adil nam—i diger | tibi’i Kesan | timari Yayla bin Aydin
Depelii
Mezraa—i Karye—i | ;0 1r s timar—i Hasan bin
319 Sahmelik #4bi'f Kegin Bayezid
320 Karye—i Sevindik | tdbi’i Kesan [Ke?;%eﬁg rkkez]
timar—i Bostanct Merdii-—i
322 | Karye—i Bekmezlii | tibi’i Kesan Mustafa Ahmed Pasa
u bin Hersek
Mezraa—i Karye—i
323 | Timurhan nam—i | tabiiKesan | Haricden zird'at iderler
diger Ardukcu
timar—i Kilig veled—i Boxt
323 | Karye—i Tuz—depesi | tibi’i Kesan Ahnl\l/[eiﬁi}rll bin [Ke§é§:ZI\e/[pe ikez]
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Tablo VII: Devamui
1519°daki Koy Bagls Kimin Sahip Sahibin I
Sayta Ismi Oldugu Oldugu Unvant Bugiinkit Isim
Karye—i Yerciki Al Kerhud‘zz—i' Yer}icegiftlik
e . Lot A . . o bevvabin—i [Kesan: Merkez]
329 | nam-—i diger Yenice | tibii Kesan timar—i Dervis Ali Ahmed Yenice [Enez:
I med Paga enice [Enez:
y bin Hersek Mer.]
Karye—i o
330 Yirbovan nam—i tdbit Kegin Harzcc;’en znat
dicer Dal olunur
iger Dalmace
Karye-i timar—i Mehmed bin
335 Todorige nam—i t4bi’i Kesan Mimdr Siil Orhaniye**
diger Kayagilu pmar duieyman
336 | Karye—i Bayezidlii | #4bi’% Kesin
. o Korucuks
337 Karye—i Korucu 1dbi’i Kegin (Ipsala: Merlzez]
340 Karye—i {V[ftzﬂtlu—i 127" Kesin Haricden dahi zird'at
Kiigiik olunur
Yunanistan:
Mezra'a—i Karye—i T Haricden zirdat Melia
342 Ballu 8511 Kegin olunur [Onceden:
Ballikéy]
Hasily merhum
o der Kazi—i Sinan Paganin Tiirkmen
509\ Karye-i Tiirkmen Kesin Gelibolu'daki imaret [Kesan: Merkez]
icin
Karye—i Kizilca Vaakf-1 merhum
519 nam-—i diger tdbi’t Kegin Ahmed Pasa bin
Dursun Hersek
Yunanistan:
520 Karye—i Kayacik | t4bi Kesin Vakf ! Ahmed Prga Kiriaki
bin Hersek i
[Didimoticho]
. AT Viakf~: Ahmed Paga Yapildak
521 Karye—i Yapildak tdbi Kesan bin Hersek [1psala: Merkez]
Mezkur karye—i Giindiizler
521 | Karye—i Giindiizler | tabiiKesan | Yapildik ile birbirine uncuz
[Kesan: Merkez]
mutassildsr

*Not: Siitunda referans verilen sayfa numaralar1 Tahrir No: 75, 2009'dan alinmistir.

** Bu tanimlama i¢in Kesan'dan Sevtap ve Mehmet Ali Engin’e tegekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.
Bana kdyden bir Pomak’in mahkemeye ¢ikip hakimin Orhaniye’li olup olmadigini sormasiyla
baglayan yerel olay: anlatular. Koylii olumsuz cevap verip Todorigeli oldugunu beyan eder.
Hakim 6nceden Todorige olarak bilinen yerin yeni isminin Orhaniye oldugunda israr eder,
ve koylii soyle cevaplar: “Hakim Bey, inadina Todorige.”
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EDIRNE
o
Pasayigit
(Ksiex’:?;a Yigit)
o o
i Begendik
I PSA LA (Segindik;
g
Kesan MALKARA
(Rais Koyii)
Boztepe
(Tuz-depesi)
ENEZ ot
[ ) Sigilli
/ Tiirkmen (Sikullu)
(Tiirkmen)
Giindiizler Klllglkiiy
(Giindiizler) (Kili]
o
Kizkapan
. (Klz-kal:)an)
® orhaniye
Akhoca " (Todorige)
(Ak-kovaca)

KESAN KAZASI

GELIBOLU

Gulf of Saroz (Saroz Koérfezi)

AEGEAN SEA (EGE DENIzi)

Harita 1: Kesan Kazasi'nin 2010 Yilindaki Sinirlari ile 1519 Tahrir Defterinde Adi Gegen Kdylerin

Bugln Tespit Edilebilen Isimleri ve Yerleri
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Tablo VIII: 1519°da Kesan Kazas1 ve Cevresinde Ahmed Paga’nin
Hizmetlilerinin Elindeki Koyler

No | Sayfa 1519’daki Koy Ismi Bagli Oldugu | Timar Sahibi Unvan Gelir
. . . . Merdiim—i
la | 294 Karye—i Lalacitk nam—i diger ibi'i Harala timar—i Ahmed Paga
Altun-tag Haydar Subay: .
bin Hersek
Ib | 295 Karye—i Geyigi Sahin #4bi’f Harala ! 7;8;2
A . . sl Merdiim—i
2a | 296 Kary;—‘zv Agei Hiair ram= tabi’i Harala timar—i “Ali Ahmed Pasa
iger Kadi Halil Subag .
bin Hersek
2 | 206 | Kt gievyeln’gff‘l A | i Harala '
Karye—i Kiigiik Hosunci 9.017
2c | 297 nam-i diger Kiigiik Can- #4bi’f Harala k
akge
bazlar
timari Merdiim—i
3a | 297 Karye—i Kilic t4bi’i Kesin Kapudan ‘Al Ahmed Pasa
bin Hersek
B | 208 | Keed deKoua 446i" Kegin '
@ 3c | 299 Karye—i Bagmakeilu tabi’ Kesan " @
. 14bi’i "
3d | 300 Karye—i Kadi Fee Ovast
3e | 312 Karye—i Kaba Bayezid 14bi' Kesin ! lil'((;lz
timar—i Merdiim—i
4a | 300 Karye—i Kiz—kaban 14bi’i Kesan Pervane [/}hmbed
Subag aa o
Hersek
4b | 301 Karye—i Gelyan 1dbi’ Abrt " 9'1(() 12
akge
Merdiim—i
. AL AT A timar—i Ahmed
5a | 302 Karye—i Musa Bey 14bi’i Kegan Kas:rrl”l guZa;z Pasa ;in
Hersek
5b | 303 Karye—i Kumar Tas t4bi’i Abri " 6?1’1(()(}262
) timar—i Merdiim—i
6a | 303 Kmyle‘)—é I :):C‘iieiglfﬁi—r;dlgﬂ tdbi’i Abrt Siyavus [/;h?Zi
5 Subag g
Hersek
6b | 304 Karye—i Gébeller tdbi’i Harala " Ga'l(()g:
timar—i Merdiim—i
7a | 305 Karye—i Sofu nam—i diger 1dbi’t Abrt Iskender Ahmed
Sincarlu Pasa bin
Subast Hersek
erse
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Tablo VIII: Devami
TR TR S Bagl X . .
No | Sayfa | 1519’daki Koy Ismi Oldugu Timar Sahibi Unvan Gelir
7b | 305 | KamyesiHisarBey 0o "
nam—i diger Kayguca
Mezra'a—i Karye—i 7,032
7c | 306 | Kozluca nam—i diger | tabii Harala " ik
Osman s€
Karye—i Tunrul nam—i o timtzr—‘z' . Merdiim—i
8a | 306-7 Jicer Kara Sat tébii Harala | Arnavud ‘Ali | Ahmed Pasa
iger Rara sau Subag bin Hersek
8b Karye—i Esenli t4bi’f Harala "
Karye—i Kizilca Mihal 6.525
8c | 308 | nam—i diger Kése Pasa | tibii Kesan " k
Yigit axge
timar—i Merdiim—i
9a | 322 Karye—i Bekmezlii 1461’7 Kesan Bostanci Ahmed Paga
Mustafa bin Hersek
Mezran—i Karye—i 5.010
9b | 323 | Timurhan nam—i diger | tibii Kesan " k
Ardukca axse
. AT Kethiida—i
Karye—i Yercik’ Ali . . . Y
@ 10a | 329 nam—i diger Yenice t4bi’7 Kesan tlmdrzl Derw; :ﬁyyﬂﬁﬂn_l @
K3 i med Paga
Y bin Hersek
10b | 330 | KameiYitbovan | pcan "
nam—i diger Dalmaca
Karye—i Gomen-
10c | 330-1 ler nam—i diger 14bi’f Harala "
Celtiikei—i Kigiik
10d | 331 Karye—i Karla t4bi’ Harala "
10e | 331-2 | Karye—i Karaca Halil t4bi’t Abrt "
Karye—i Goni nam—i 7o " 16.000
10f | 332-3 diger Halilce 14bi’i Abri akce

Hersekzade Ahmed’in Meslek Hayat1 ile Dini Vakfina Verdigi
Miilkler Arasindaki Baglantilar

Tablo IX, Hersckzdde Ahmed’in Dil ve Ris koylerindeki dini vakiflarina birakug:

miilklerin dékiimiinii vermekte ve hem meslek hayati hem de servetinin boyutlarina isik

tutmaktadir.

Carpic bir sekilde, uzun meslek hayatinda edindigi miilklerin tiimii, Ras'u gevreleyen

koyler istisna olmak suretiyle, Balkanlardan ¢ok Anadoluda yer almaktadir. Gériinen o ki,
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bunun sebebi ti¢ defa Anadolu Beylerbegi, Anadolu eyaletleri Hamid ve Hiidavendigarda
(Bursa) Sancak Begi (Vali) olarak ve iki kere de Geliboluda hizmet etmis olmasina ragmen
[Not: bunun nedeni iki defa Kapudan—i Deryi olarak komutanligini yapugi Osmanli
donanmasinin merkezinin bu limanda bulunmast ve komutanin Liva—i Gelibolu'nun
gelirlerini elde etmesidir. Bu da o sancakta iki kere vali olmasinin nedenini agiklamaktadir].
Balkanlarda hicbir zaman egdeger mevkilere atanmamistir, yani hicbir zaman ne Rumeli

Beylerbegi ne de biiytik bir Balkan eyaletinde vali olarak gérev yapmamigtir.

Balkanlarda hizmet edememis olmasinin nedeninin ‘piyango talihi’ mi, yoksa Osmanlilarin,
Hiristiyan devsirmeleri kdkenlerinin ait oldugu yerlere atamamaya dair yazili olmayan
politikasinin bir sonucu mu oldugu tespit edilememektedir. Buna ragmen, bir sey acikur.
Tahmin edilecegi tizere, Hersekzide'nin sahip oldugu emlaklar bir sekilde Anadoluda

verdigi hizmete baglanabilir.

Kesan'in ilk énce kaza, sonra nahiyesi oldugu Gelibolu Sancagina olan esas bagi, bu
sancakta iki defa vali olarak hizmet etmis olmasina bagli gdzitkmektedir. Bu sekilde, sadece
hasini kapsayan vergilerden istifade etmekle kalmamuis, bolgede gecirdigi yillarda Ras
Kéyii ve yanindaki Arnavut Ciftligi'ni de ya kayinpederi Sultan II. Bayezid’in bir hediyesi
olarak ya da satin alarak elde etmistir. Ilk bahsettigimiz daha olast bir agiklama olarak
gozitkmektedir, ¢iinkii vakfiye onlart saun almadigini, “itiraz edilmeyen sahsi miilkleri”

oldugunu sdylemektedir.

Bu yorum, benzer sekilde dini vakfina vasiyet ettigi biitiin civar kdylerin (Kayacik, Kuralar,
Yapildak, Sagirlar, Sikullu ve Omer Mezrast), esasinda karist Hindi HAtiin’a ait olmastyla
desteklenmektedir. Karisinin 6liimiinden sonra, her birinden bir par¢a miras almis,
sonradan da kizi Mahd{im—zide'den ilave hisseler almisur. (vakfiyede [annesinin] “refakati
igin kutsal yerlere dogru go¢ etti” seklinde bahsedilen). Son olarak, kizlari Kamer—sah ve

‘Ayni-sih’tan annelerinden onlara kalan hisselerini de satin almugtir.

Vakfiye, Rtis Kéyi'niin “onun ikameti sebebiyle refab icinde bir yer oldugu” beliremektedir.
Bu ifade, Hersekzide'nin de benzer gekilde bu ve civarindaki koyleri ana tissii olarak
gordiigiinii tahmin etmemize izin vermektedir. Onceden belirtildigi iizere, bu izlenim,
Kesan'da geriye kalan kéylerini verdigi timar sahiplerinin kendi adamlari oldugunu temin

etmek i¢in makamini kullanmastyla da giiclenmekeedir.

Daha az agik olan ise, elde ettigi ve/veya insa ettigi, akabinde vakfina vasiyet ettigi bau
Anadoludaki diger biiyiik yapilart ne diisiinceyle yaptgidir. Ozellikle de, Izmir civarindaki
iki kiiciik yerlesimde, yani, Burun Ova (Bornova) ve ondan da kiigiik olan Urlada onu
hamam yapmaya tegvik edenin ne oldugu merak konusudur. Burun Ovadaki hamama ek

olarak, ayni kiigiik kasabada sayist belirtilmemis ditkkan insa etmistir.
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Tablo IX: 1511 Vakfiye’sinde Hersekzade Ahmed Pasa tarafindan Bagislanan

Miilklerin Listesi + Sonraki ilaveler*

Bagislanan Miilk Nasil Elde Edildigi Miilkiin Yeri Kaynak
Simsar:
e Hersekzide Ahmed’e ait W A s. 66-7;
Ras Koyt 6zel miilk Gilintimiiz Kegan't 11213
132-3.
s Hersekzade Ahmed’e ait | Kesin: Ras kdyiiniin bir Simsar:
Arnavud Giftligi dzel miilk kismi s. 66-67
Hoéndi Hattin & kizt
Mahdtim-zade'den
K k Kovii miras kalan hisseler + Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
ayacte oyu kizlar: Kamer—sah ve kismi s. 66-67
‘Ayni-sah’tan satin alinan
hisseler
- " Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
Kuralar Kéyi kismi s. 66-67
. - " Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
Yapildak Koyii kismi s. 6667
Sasrlar Kévii " Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
& v kismi s. 66-67
. - " Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
@ Sikullu Koyt kismi s. 6667
Omer Mezra'a”! " Kesan Kaza’sinin bir Simsar:
(Terk Edilmis Omer Kéyii) kismi s. 67-68
T Hersekzide Ahmed . , . Simsar:
Balilu Kéyii carafindan satin alinds Dimetoka nin bir kismi1 6. 7273
Anadoluda bulunan
Dil Kévii Hersekzide Ahmed’e ait Kocaeli Sancagr'nin Simsar:
ord zel miilk bir kismi —Yalakova s. 72-75
Kazas'na baglidir
Hersekzide Ahmed ,
tarafindan "Ishak Pasa An.asd olu d“a)bulugl.arll{ Ka- Simsar:
Ayse Bact Koyii oglu Piri Celebi’nin fest Ba?iag{ n11<n 1t st m&sar.
mirasgilarindan satin Talikestr Bhazast na 5. 7475
Alind baglidir
Hersekzide Ahmed Anadolu'da bulunan
Burin Ovada (Bornova | tarafindan hususi olarak | Aydin Sancagrnda bir Simsar:
Kasaba) Hamam kendi sermayesiyle insa | kasaba —Izmir Kazasi'na | s.76-77
edildi baglidir

% Not: Istanbul Bagbakanlik Arsivi'nde bulunan 1815 tarihli bir belge: Basbakanlik Arsivi: Fon
Kodu: C.EV. = Cevdet Evkafi: Dosya No: 234; Gémlek No: 11652; Tarih: 12 Ca [ij{mdelﬁf]
1230 (22 Nisan 1815), bu yerin ismini soyle vermektedir: “Sinilli nam—i diger Omer Bey

Mezraas.”

HersekzadeBookSayfa_Trk03Y.indd 94

5/11/12 10:53:35 AM ‘



1 [ UEEEm ®

HERSEKZADE AHMED PASA’NIN: MESLEK HAYATI VE KURDUGU VAKIFLAR 95
Tablo IX: Devami
Bagislanan Miilk Nasil Elde Edildigi Miilkiin Yeri Kaynak
Buréin Ovada (Born Hersekzide Ahmed Anadolu'da bulunan
urlg;r;sab;? Daaké(l)qrinova tarafindan hususi olarak | Aydin Sancagi'nda bir Simsar:
(ditkkanlar) kendi sermayesiyle insa | kasaba —Izmir Kazasi'na | s.76-77
tkkaniar edildi baglidir
Giizelhisar Kazas’ndaki Hersekzide Ahmed Anadoluda bulunan
KL.l. k Kasaba'sinda 300 tarafindan hususi olarak | Aydin Sancagr’'nda bir Simsar:
DZliékisS(aB gglz., Ekan) kendi sermayesiyle inga kasaba —Giizelhisar s. 78-79
u edildi kazasina baglidir
Anadolu'da bulunan
o Hersekzade Ahmed’e ait | Aydin Sancagi’nda bir Simsar:
Utla Kéyifnde Hamam Szel miilkiyet kéy — Izmir bélgesine s. 78-79
baglidir
“Ussak Kazastndaki Hersekzide Ahmed Anadoluda bulunan
N B§A§ arda 200 Dakaki tarafindan hususi olarak Aydin Sancagi'nda Simsar:
< a(\é?)ro fi"kkan)a N kendi sermayesiyle insa | kasaba — Usak Kazas'na | s. 78-81
v edildi baglidir
K'Litahy:a e K?P rAﬁba§i Hersekzade Ahmed’e ait An adoluda bul}l{l a Simsar:
mahallesinde Karbansaray - 1L Kiitahya Sancagi’'nda
6zel miilkiyet . s. 80-81
(Kervansaray) sehir
Hersekzade Ahmed
Bursa'nin H tar::lfl_nii(ain H Anadoluda bulunan Hii- Si .
Comlekgiler Mahalle’sinde ammabzece e davendigar Sancagr’'ndaki imsar
Evler ve Odalar vace Muhy?l-Din Bursa Sehri s. 82-85
Muhammad’den satin
alinan 6zel miilk
Hersekzide Ahmed
Karye-i Kalami¢ tabi’i tarafindan Cem Sultdn’in Gelibolu S s'nd Tahrir #75,
Cinbi* (Geliboluda bulu- kizt Gevher Melek ¢ 1b01u anijgl nda 2009: s.
nan Kalami¢ Kéyii) HitGn'dan satin alinan uiunan xoy 519
dzel miilk
d%gzg;gf;{fiszﬁ;; Gelibolu Sancagrnin Tahrir #75,
K% it olarak da bilinen - Kesan Kazas’'nda bulu- 2009: s.
OYli{?Zi; Kgyii) ¢ nan Kizilcamihal Kéyii 519-520

* Not: Kalami¢ ile Dursun olarak da bilinen Kizilca kéyleri, sadece 1519 Gelibolu Tahrir
Defterinde Hersekzide Ahmed Pasa’'nin vakfina ait olarak goziikmekeedir, yani, 1511 vakfi-
yesinde isimleri bulunmamaktadir

Benzer sekilde, Aydin vilayetindeki Giizelhisar kazasina bagli Késk kasabasina 300 diikkén,
yakinda bulunan Usak kasabasinin Ney Bizdr'inda 200 ditkkin yapmay: tercih etmistir.

Bariz bir bi¢imde ticari olan bu yatirimlarla birlikte batt Anadolu'daki Kiitahya sehrinde

de bir kervansaray (kdrbansaray) yapmistir.

HersekzadeBookSayfa_Trk03Y.indd 95

5/11/12 10:53:35 AM ‘



1 [ UEEEm ® [T [ [ [

96 HEATH W. LOWRY

Bu binalarin hepsi onlart vakfina vasiyet ettigi 151 1’den énce inga edildigine gore, yapildig
tarihlerin Anadolu Beylerbegi olarak gérev yapug yillar, yani 1486, 1489 ve 1493-1496
olmast muhtemeldir.

flging bir sekilde, vakfina vasiyet ettigi miilklerin higbiri Istanbulda yer almamaktadir.
Bu gergek, bassehirde hicbir miilkiyeti olmadigini gostermemekle birlikte, Istanbul'da
hi¢bir vakif kurmamasi, satafatli bir servet gdsterisinden kaginma egilimini tekrardan
vurgulamaktadir. Ayni egilim, Yalova'daki Hersek Koyii'ndeki (6nceden: Dil Koyii)
camisinin bitisiginde bulunan essiz tiirbesinin sadeliginden de anlagilabilir [Resim 11].

Sonug

Miibalaga yapma riski tasimakla beraber, bu ¢alisma i¢in aragurma yaparken ve yazarkenki
siire icerisinde, sadece Hersekzide Ahmed’in tarihsel bir kisilik olarak éneminin farkina
varmakla kalmadim, ayni zamanda eger Riis Kéyi'nde bulunan camisini inga etmeseydi,
bugiinkii haliyle Kegdn'in olmayacag gercegine de ikna oldum. Kuzey—giiney ana gecidi
tistiindeki kiicitk Ras Koyiinde bulunan heybetli camisinin mevcudiyeti, éliimiinden
sonra bagkalarinin buraya yerlesmesine rehberlik etmistir. Kéyiin, caminin etrafinda
gelistigi dikkate alinirsa, Kazi—i Kegin | Nihiye—i Kesin'in resmen idari merkezi olmaya

yetecek kadar yerlesimci sayisint nihayet elde etmistir. Bu degisim, nihai olarak kazanin

isminin (Kesan), kéyiin isminin (Rs) yerini almasiyla sonu¢lanmugtir.

e

Resim 11: Hersekzadde Ahmed Pasa'nin Dil (Bugiin: Hersek) KoyU'ndeki Turbesi
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APPENDIX-EK 99

Appendix/Ek I: TS. MA.d: #9576: Defter-i Muhallefit-1 Abmed Pasa bin Hersek
el-Merhiim ki Berd-1 Hissa-i Hiimdyiin Haride [ The Register of Goods Left Behind by the
Deceased Ahmed Pasa, the Son of Hersek, Which Were Purchased by the Sovereign]

— 1 =

iy 1
e -
/
|
|
|
[

[P 5
B s
i ¢ |
e 1
Cor, !
7
Aoy
.1\“"'
i

~ D.09576.0001.00
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